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VO-THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


WI1LLIAM FIT, 
FIRST LORD OF THE TREASURY, 
CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCIHEQUER, Oc. 

SIR, 

HE Enquiries which have 

lately been made thro' every 
Part of the Kingdom reſpecting the 
State of the Poor, will I truſt plead 
an Excuſe for the Liberty I have 
taken in preſenting this to You.— 
Every Information on that Subject, 
eſpecially at a Time when it is be- 
come an Object of Parhamentary 
Attention, mult be entitled at leaſt to 
a candid Acceptance. The Author 
of this Treatiſe was a Gentleman 
thoroughly converſant with the 
Mode of managing the Poor in 
various Pariſhes. For ſeveral Years 
he was employed in digeſting a Plan 
for their better Relief, and with a 
View in ſome Meaſure to exonerate 
the Public from the heavy Expence 
incurred by Poor Rates. The enor- 
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mous Sums of Money raiſed on 
that Account are a Burden ſeverely 
felt by the Community at large, and 
loudly ſolicit the united Efforts of 
the Legiſlature for Redreis. The 
high and diſtinguiſhed Honour 
which vou Station is entitled to in 
the legiſlative Body of this King- 
dom; and the Confidence, which 
the Public repoſes in Your Virtue 
and Abilities, give us Reaſon to hope 
that ſuch Methods will be adopted, 
as tend to promote the mutual Ad- 
vantages of Society. With the pro- 
foundeſt Veneration for vou great 
Qualities, and the ſincereſt Wiſhes for 
YOUR long continuing to preſide 
over the Affairs of this Kingdom, 

I remain, SIR, 


Your moſt devoted, 


Levy, 8 and obedient 


Humble Servant, 


William Whittingham. 


e HAT the induſtri- 


* T ous Poor, in every 

% Country, are the 
N. N NA moſt uſeful Part of 
the Community; and that the 
Riches, Strength, and Power 
of every Nation are proporti- 
onable to the Number, Labour, 
and moral Behavior of thoſe 
valuable Members of Society, 
are Truths that claim the At- 
tention, and merit the ſerious 
Conſideration of all Ranks of 
People. Nature and ſound Po- 
licy requiring that the moſt 
prudent Meaſures ſhould be ta- 
ken to render them uſeful to 
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the State. For theſe obvious 
Reaſons all civilized Nations 
have always endeavoured to en- 
act Laws forte Encouragment 


of the Induſtrious, and for diſ- 
countenancing Idleneſs, which 


is the Parent of moſt Vices. 


Ir would be difficult, in- 
deed, to name any Country 
where the Legiſlature hath ſuf- 
ficiently provided for theſe Ends. 
But it is beyond all Doubt, clear, 
that thoſe Countries have been 
the happieſt and moſt powerful, 


Czteris paribus, which have, in 


theſe Reſpects, made the moſt 


perfect Proviſions. 


Tu Government in our own 


Country, inparticular, has had a 
watchful Eye over the Conduct 


of the lower Claſs of People. 
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Sous of our Laws encourage, 
vthers compel, them to be in- 
duſtrious. The Pariites, where 
they have gained Settlements, 
are obliged to furniſh them with 
Neceſſaries of Life, when Sick- 
neſs or the Infirmities of old 
Age, have rendered them inca- 
pable of providing for them- 
ſelves. | 


Trzsz Endeavors, to promote 
the Happineſs of the loweſt of 
our Kind, are a Proof of the Hu- 
manity and Benevolence of the 
Opulent, and particularly of the 
Government; though they have 
not produced the good Effect 
propoſed. Tis greatly to be la- 
mented that the Proviſion for the 
Poor, eſtabliſned by Law, is be- 
come exceedingly burthenſome, 
and that their Morals are deba- 
ſed, and will prove much worſe, if 
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not prevented by ſome new and 
ſalutary Laws. 


cc Tux Laws, which were 
originally intended to diſcou- 
rage Idleneſs, and to promote 
the Welfare of the Poor and 
Public Utility, are the Source 
of their Miſery, and impair 
the internal Strength and 
Power of the Kingdom. Great 
Numbers of them being con- 
vinced and fatished, that their 
reſpective Pariſhes are obli- 
ged to maintain them, diſ- 
regard future Wants, and, 
though with Importunity 
ſolicited, refuſe to work above 
three or four Days in the 
Week. By their Extrava- 
gance and waſte of Time, 
they alſo make Labor dear, 


ko” ag the Prices of our Ma- 


nufactures, ſo as to ons 
« the 


E-$ 


the Sale of them in foreign 
Markets, and conſequently 
to the Public incredible Diſ- 
ſervice. The Diſtreſs, in which 
they involve themſelves, is 
beyond all Deſcription.“ 


« THEY drink and game 
while their Families are ſtarv- 
ing and wretched. And when, 
by Sickneſs, old Age, or Acci- 
dents, they are rendered inca- 
pable of Work, they come to 


the Pariſh ; here their Situa- 


tion is terrible indeed. But 
notwithſtanding the Wretch- 
edneſs of their Condition, I 
will not paint it, left I ſhould 
be thought to write a Satire 


upon the Cruelty of Pariſh 


Officers, to whom the State 


has committed the Care of 
the Poor,” 
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| Ir is allowed to be commen- 
1 dable in any Member of a Com- 
| bs, mon-wealth, to communicate 
to the Public, with a duc De- 
ference to his Superiors, what he 
really thinks to be the Cauic of 
il any public Grievance to his 
Country, and to propoſe Means 
; to remedy the Evil, for the Con- 
ſideration of thoſe abler Perſons 
in the Adminiſtration, who, by 
moving in a higher Sphere, may 
not have Opportunities of ob- 
ſerving the Cauſes or Effects of 
a general Complaints. 


— — 
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Ir is the Hope and Wiſh of 
the Public, that the Miniſtry 
would be at Leiſure and diſpo- 
ſed to attend to any Propoſals 
that ſhall be laid before them 
for leſſening our Taxes, and ex- 
tending our Trade, which, by 
producing a {pirit of Induſtry, 
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could not but improve the Mo- 


rals of the lower Claſs of Peo- 
ple, and render them more 
powerful and happy. 


InciTzD by theſe Confidera- 
tions, I take the Liberty of lay- 
ing before the Public the fol- 
lowing Sheets, preſuming, if the 
Propoſals and Obſervations 
which they exhibit, ſhould not 
contribute to the Welfare and 
Improvement of the State, and 
receive general Approbation, 
that they will neither add to the 
Grievances of the Times, nor 
give Offence to any candid, 
wiſe and good Men, with whom 
Purity of Intentions, and the Im- 
portance of the Subjects diſcuſ- 
ſed, never fail to plead very 
powerfully in Favor of both. 
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To give a Detail of the Mi- 
ſeries of the various Poor, with 
the Inconveniencies and Evils 
ariſing from them to the Com- 
munity, would be adiſagtgeable, 
as well as an unnceceflary Taſk, 


Tun Number of Vagrants 
who ſhamefully infeſt all the 
Parts of this Kingdom, and, by 
aſſuming the Appearance of Diſ- 
treſs, extort Pity, and defraud 
the Charitable and well-diſpo- 
ſed, of immenſe Sums of Money, 
is incredible+, By ſuffering them 
to live in this diſſolute and a- 
bandoned Manner, without Re- 
ſtraint, and in Oppoſition to the 
Laws of a Country, whoſe Form 


of Government is the Admira- 


tion 


A begging Fryar at Paris boaſted 
that his Wallet was 8000 Livres 4 
Year, 6 % 5 8 a . 


't 9-1} 
tion and Envy of all Europe, 
the Kingdom ſuffers very great 


Detriment from the Loſs of their 
Labor, &c. &c. 


Vacrants ſhould be taken up 
and committed to Houſes of 
Correction, where they ought to 
be confined to hard Labour, till 
they give Proofs of Reformation 
and Amendment. When they 
have defrayed the Expences 
which attend carrying them be- 
fore a Magiſtrate, conveying 
them to theſe Houſes, and fur- 
niſhing them wich Proviſions, 
Cloaths, Waſhing, &c. agreea- 
bly to a Plan propoſed in 
this Treatiſe, they ſhould be 
diſmiſſed and conducted, with- 
out any Marks of Infamy, 
to their reſpective Settle. 
ments, | 


* A Society 


4 
« A SOOIE Tx formed in 
France, for the Encourage- 
ment and Improvement of 
Agriculture, delivered in 
March, 1763, to the Comp- 
troler-General of the Finan- 
ces, a Memorial on Vaga- 
bonds, in the Concluſion of 
which they fay, there 1s no- 
thing requiſite but to renew, 
with ſome little Variation, 
the Declaration of the 28th 
January, 1687. Happy 
would France have been, had 
that ſalutary Law been ever- 
ſince obſerved. Agriculture 


would have been rid of a Bur- 
den that overwhelms it; the 


State would have cut off the 
Source of Crimes ; it would 
not have had the Grief of 
puniſhing with Death ſo 
great a Number of Maletac- 
tors; it would have ſaved 
| | great 
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great Part of the Expence 
attending the Trials of Cri- 
minals; it would have been 
enriched by the Labor of all 
thoſe, whom the fear of Pu- 
niſhment would have deterred 
from that Way of living, and 
which is ineſtimable; it would 


haveprofited by the Population 


of ſo great a Number of Sub- 
jects, which it has loſt. Who 


can ſay how many T hou - 


ſands it might have amount- 
ed to in a Century? This 
Swarm of domeſtic Enemies 
ſhould be ſuppreſſed. The 
Evil is urgent; Vagabonds 
were never {o numerous as at 
preſent ; never did they be- 
have with ſo much Inſolence, 
nor commit ſo many Outra- 


ges. 
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c Tyis Memorial has at 
length produced an Edict a- 
gainſt Beggars, 21ſt of Au- 
guſt, and appears to be well 
calculated for ſuppreſſing 
thoſe Peſts of Civil Society, 


and ſuitably providing at the 


ſame Time, for the truly In- 
digent. 


« Tu [a] French King has 
iſſued a Declaration for ap- 
prehending all Vagabonds, 
and People who have no vi- 
ſible way of Livelihood, in 
the different Provinces. 


cc CHILDREN under 16 are to 


be ſent to the Charity Hoſ- 
pitals or Work-houſes, and 


there inſtructed and ſupport- 


ed, and not to be permitted 
60 1 


[4] Fas eſt, &c, 


„ 
„to quit them, but by the 
King's Order. All in gene- 
«ral, who are able, both Men 
$6 and Women, Old and Young, 
&« are to be made for the Future 
© to earn their Subſiſtance.“ 


Bur how intolerable a Bur- 
then are the parochial Poor in 
our own Country, to the little, 
but induſtrious Farmers, and to 
Tradeſmen of an inferior Rank, 
of whom there are great Num 
bers, who are obliged to con- 
tribute to the Relief of thoſe 
who live in greater Plenty, as 
well as Idleneſs in their Sup- 
porters, 


IT is a general Complaint 
that the Poor-rates are prodi- 
giouſty encreaſed within a few 
 Years.—In a Pariſh where I am 
concerned, the Lands were af- 


ſeſſed 


1 

ſeſſed in the Vear 1744, at one 
Shilling an Acre, and the Hou- 
ſes at two Shillings in the Pound 
for the Payment of the Poor- 
rates. But the Lazineſs and Ex- 
travagance of the common Peo- 
ple are now ſo enormous, that 
the Lands were this laſt Vear, 
laid at three Shillingsand Eight- 
pence an Acre, and the Houſes 
at ſeven Shillings and Four- 
pence in the Pound. In a Pa- 
riſh with which l have ſome Con- 
nections, they pay two Shillings 
and Three-pence in the Pound, 
for the Maintenance of the Poor; 
though about twenty-five Years 
fince, it was with ſome Difhcul- 
ty they prevailed upon an in- 
duſtrious Perſon in low Circum- 
ſtances to accept of Six-pence a 
Week to prevent their being 
laid to another Pariſh. I could 
alſo mention a populous Pariſh, 

where 


1 

where the Poor Rates, 50 Years 
ago, were not more then 6d. in 
the Pound, though they are 
now 3s. Gd. The Poor's Rate 
in the Year 1764, amounted to 
more than 2,200,000l. an aſto- _ 
niſhing and intolerable Sum, 
confiderably greater than what 
uſed to defray the Expences of 
Government towards the Con- 
clufion of the laſt Century. 


Sour Meaſures ſhould be ta- 
ken to leſſen theſe Expences. 


Tucbcn there is a high 
Probability that the Scheme for 
erecting general Workhouſes, 
drawn up by an able Lawyer, 
under the Direction of a worthy 
Member of Parliament, and 
brought into the Houſe of Com- 
mons by that Gentleman, would 
be a Means of reducing thoſe 
Rates 
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Rates for a Time z yet as it 18 
a precarious Undertaking, and 
the erecting and furniſhing ſo 
great a Number of Buildings, 
muſt amount to an amazing 
Sum of Money, it is worth 
while to conſider whether ſome 
other Method may not be 
thought of that will be attended 
with leſs Hazard and Expence. 
An Inveſtigation of the Cauſes 
or Reaſons, why the Poor, who 
receive Collection, are ſo nu- 
merous and burdenſome to the 
Publick, will greatly aſſiſt us in 
this Enquiry, 


IpLENESss and Intemperance 
bring on Poverty, Diſeaſes, and 
other Misfortunes. But Perſons 
of all Ranks, eſpecially thoſe 
whoſe Income ariſes from their 
Labor, ſpend too much of their 
Time and Money in Taverns 

or 
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or Alehouſes, The Comm mnity⸗ 
therefore, muſt certainly be ve- 
ry much injured by the Abun- 
dance of Tipling-Howſes, by 
; Spirituous Liquors and an in- 
| credible Number of Objects of 
| Entertainment, ſuch as Skittle — 
grounds, Bowling-allies, Zuffle- 
boards, Biliard-tables, Card- 
clubs, and many other Kinds of 
Public andopen Gaming, which 
every ſenſible Man muff ne 
with Concern, as he cannot but 
ſee the cruel Tendency of all 
theſe Evils to the Ruin of Indi- 
viduals, and to the great Re- 
proach of our Government, 


Jounxxxvux, without Num- 
ber, of all Trades, and Day 
Labourers, frequently begin and 
end the Week in theſe Peſt-hou- 
ſes. To obſerve their Sottiih- 
neſs, Rudeneſs, Quarrels and 

C Diitreſſes 
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Diſtreſles, cannot but affect e- 0 
very Well-wiſher to Society. 

Theſe Calamities, and a 


Thouſand others, daily break = 
in upon the Subſtance and Mo- | 
rals of the common People, 1 


from the pernicious Spring of 
Tipling Houſes, and the various 
Inticements that are invented 


and ſet out to View in ſquan- 4 
dering away Money, Time and KR 
Health, Credit and every Thing = 
that is valuable, 1 


Jupce WilIIEs, in a fpirited 
Charge to the 1 Jury 
of „e at the 
Aſſizes held in Auguſt, 1771, 
enforced © a ſerious Attention 

c to the licencing Alehouſes 

& he declared, with Concern, 
that he really attributed the 

&« diflolute Lives of a great Part 

© of our Manufacturers, &c. to 


the great Number of ſuch 
low 


* 
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tt low Tipling-houſes; that he 
« was ſorry to obſerve to them, 
ce that, in his Opinion, our 
6c W Goods being 
t underſold by others in foreign 
% Markets, was entirely owing 


© to the ſame Cauſe.” 


Leſt this general Repreſenta- 
tion of Things ſhould be conſi- 
dered as mere Declamation, I 
ſhall ſupport and enforce this 
Reaſoning by an Induction of 
Facts, me. have fallen under 
my Obſervation, not without 
appealing to the candid Reader, 


whether fimilar Caſes have al- 


ways eſcaped his Notice? There 
are in the Pariſh where I live, 
three ſober Families, who, by 
totally keeping from Alehouſes, 
and brewing a little wholſome, 
though not very ſtrong Beer, at 


C 2 Home, 
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Home, have + never been bur- 
thenſome to the Pariſh, even in 
the Times of Sickneſs and Scar- 
city. Though there are Chil- 
dren in each of theſe Families, 
they never want the common 
Neceſſaries of Life, and are al- 
ways decently clad. 


IN 


+ Since this Paragraph was drawn up, 
one of theſe induſtrious Families has re- 
ceived a Shilling a Week, upon a true Re- 
preſentation made that one of the Sons, 
who is 21 Years of Age, 1s by the Means 
of an Epilepſy, rendered incapable of help. 
ing himſelf. Burt it ſhould be obſerved 
that the Mother is alſo helpleſs, and that 
che poor Father, by the Sweat of whoſe 
Brow the receive their Subſiſtence, is up- 
wards of 60 Years old, 


( 2x ) 

Ix one of theſe poor, though 
very deſerving Families, there is 
a very remarkable Caſe : the 
Huſband, whoſe mental Abili- 
ties are greatly below what 
falls to the Lot of the generali- 
ty of Men, is uncommonly awk- 
ward and ſlow at his Work, and 
conſequently paid a Shilling a a 
Week leſs for his Labor, than 

thoſe of his own Rank; yet, as 
he never conſumes his Time, 
nor ſpends his Money at an Ale- 
houſe, he maintains himſelf 
and Family very comfortably. 
I could name a large Parith 
where the Poor's-rate had been 
remarkably low, for many Years, 
on Account of their having no 
Public-houſe, However, a few 
Years fince, a Houſe was li- 
_.cenced, the Conſequence of 
which was, that the Expence 
of proyiding for the Poor was in- 


G3 credibly 


1 

eredibly increaſed, through the 
many Scenes of Fanden a nd 
other ſrregularities, cacouraged 
and carried on in this very Ale- 
houſe. The principal In':a1- 
tants, convinced of their own 
Weakneſs and Folly, in ſuffer- 
ing an Alehouſe 2k he opened, 

deſired the neighbouring Juſti- 
ces to withdraw the Licence, up- 
on an Exhibition of a Prof of 
its Irregularities, The Magiſ- 
trates complied with this rea- 
ſonable Requeſt, and in a very 
little Time, the Poor-rates were 
of Courſe reduced. The late 
Baptiſt Lee, Eiq; of Livermore, 
about ſix Miles from Bury in 
Suffolk, had by his Influence, 
with his Brother Juſtices, never 
ſuffered but one Alehouſe to be 
opened in nine contiguous Pa- 
riſhes. The Conſequence was, 
chat the Poor were all frugal and 


nn 
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induſtrious, and the Poor-rates 
very moderate, &c, 


Tarts Gentlemen who for- 
merly differed in Opinion with 
me upon this Subject, told me 
very lately that they are now 
convinced, from their own Ob- 
ſervations, that Alehouſes are 
the chief Cauſe of the Poverty 
and Diſtreſſes of the Poor. Ma- 
ny low Country Villages can 
date the Commencement of their 
Poor- rates, from the Introduc- 
tion of Public Houſes amongſt 
them. From theſe Circum- 
ſtances it appears that Alehouſes 
corrupt the Morals, and impair 
the Health, impoveriſh and re- 
duce the Poor to the greateſt 
Penury and Diſtreſs, inſtead of 
inſtilling into the Minds of their 
Children any Senſe of their Du- 
ty, they ſuffer them to ſtroll a- 
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about and beg, if not to pilſer 


and ſteal. Inſtead of paying 


any Regard to the Day ſet a- 
part, by the Laws of God and 
Man, for the moſt excellent Pur- 
poſes, they croud into theſe de- 
teſtable Nurſeries of Vice, and 
run into all Exceſs of Riot and 
Intemperance, like the Votaries 
of a Heathen Bacchus. They 
wallow in Senſuality and the 
groſſeſt Impurities, inſtead of 
attending at thoſe Places of 
Worſhip where they might be 
inſtructed in the Nature of the 
different Branches of their Du- 


5. 


Alknlouszs are the Bane of 
Induſtry, the Ruin of the com- 
mon People. The national E- 


vils of which they are produc- 


tive, m be compared to Wounds 
1:1 | FRE human Body, which, 


thou gh 
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though not dangerous at firſt, 
through Negle& ſpread to an 
incurable Gangrene, And it is 
to be feared they will increaſe, 
if not prevented by the timely 
Care of the Legiſlature, to the 
Dcicruction of the Body Politic. 
It is an old and very juſt Obſer- 
vation, that a Cauſe is no ſooner 
eradicated but the Effect conſe- 
quently ceaſes, IN 


« Pusric Houſes were origi- 
nally intended for the Recep- 
tion of Travellers only. The 
antient, true and principal. 
Uſe of Inns, Alehouſes and 
victualling Houſes, was for 
the receiving, retaining, and 


lodging of way-faring People, 


travelling from Place to 
Place, and for ſuch Supply 


of the Wants of ſuch People, 
Das are not able by greater 


55 Quantities 


( 26 ) 
** Quantities to make their 
fo Proviſions of Victuals, 


* and not meant for the En- 
c tertainment and harbouring 


c. of lewd and idle People, to 
„ ſpend and confume their Mo- 


de ney, and their Time, in a 
« lewd and drunken Manner.“ 


1 Fac, J. C. 9. 


Bur Public-houſes are the 
chief Cauſes of the Immorality, 


Poverty, and Diſtreſſes of the 


common People. 


NorTrixs leſs, therefore, than 
the total Suppreſſion of thoſe 
Houſes can effect a Change in 
the Morals of that Claſs of Peo- 
ple, make them induſtrious, and 
a Bleiling, inſtead of what they 
now arc, a Burthen to the Com- 
munity. All Alehouſes, in 
Country Pariſhes, ſhould be fi- 

lencgd, 


t 97 1 


lenced, and only a ſufficient 
N umber for the Accommodati= 
on of Travellers, even in Cities 
and Market-Towns, ſhould be 
permitted to vend Aleandother 
Liquors. | 

Br the Means of ſuch a Re- 
gulation, the common People 
would be Strangers to Drunk- 
enneſs and Debauchery. Such a 
Reſtriction would increaſe the 
Quantity and reduce the price 
of Labor, and would be pro- 
ductive of many other happy and 
ſignal Conſequences, too obvi- 
ous to be enumerated. 


Bur here it will naturally be 
objected, that there are ſeveral 
Lodgers and ſome Families, 
who, as they cannot conveni- 
ently purchaſe Utenſils for 
brewing, muſt, upon this Plan, 
want a very eflential Neceſſary 


of 


| 1 
df Life. The Truth and Rea- 


ſonableneſs of the Objection are 
admitted. 


For the Conveniency of ſuch 
People, therefore, Houſes may 
be licenced to fell twelve Shil- 
ling Beer, ſuch as is uſed by moſt 
Families in London for com- 
mon Drink: under theſe Reſ- 
trictions, the Poor in general, 
in Country Places, and even in 
moſt large Towns and Cities, 
would furniſh themſelves with 
Malt, and would brew, to their 


very great Benefit and Advan- 


tage; and thoſe who ſhould not 
chuſe to take this Trouble upon 
themſelves, as well as the few 
who are incapable of doing it, 
might ſupply themſelves upon 
ealy Terms, with this cheap 
and nouriſhing, though not in- 
toxicating Liquor. 
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Thus, avoiding Idleneſs, Ex- 
travagance and intemperate 
Cups, which are more dange- 
rous than Poiſon, they would 
ſoon by the Means of honeit In- 
duſtry and a proper Application 
of the Gains, ariſing from it, 
abound in the Neceſſaries and 
Conveniencies of Lite, nor 
would many of them want any 
Relief from thoſe, to whom 
through Pride, Sloth and Drunk- 


enneſs, they are become an in- 
tolerable Burthen. 


Wuok vx conſiders that the 
Number of common Brewers, 


Maſters of Inns, and Alchouſe 


in the Kingdom is now more 


than 40,000, cannot but be of 
Opinion, that one Fourth of 


them will be abundantly ſuffi- 


cient for all the Purpoles {or 


which Public Houſes were origi- 


nally 


8 

ally intended. Admitting this 
Truth, the remaining 30,000, 
with their Families, capable of 
Work, may be laid at go, ooo, 
but deducting out of this Num- 
ber 10,000 who have gained 
Money enough by proſtituting 
their Integrity to the Paſſions 
and Viees of Mankind, to en- 
able themſelves to conſume the 
Remainder of their Lives in an 
inglorious Indolence, there ſtill 
will be 80,000 of them, who 
may be employed in ſome uſe- 
ful Branches of Buſineſs, ſo as to 
add annually to the National 
Wealth 1,287,000/. upon a 
Suppoſition that they get a Shil- 
ling a Day, one with another. 


Bur a more formidable Ar- 
gument in Favour of Public 
Houſes, is raiſed by thoſe Sort 
of Men, who are for giving eve- 


Ty 


_," i 
LIC... 


ty Encouragement to the Pub- 
lia Revenue, and conſequently 
aſſert, that a Reſtraint upon the 
Tap would be a Detriment to 
the Exciſe. 
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I am very ſenſible that the 
real and artificial Neceſſities 
of Government are very great, 
but I never can perſuade my- 
ſelf, that the beſt Way of 
{ſerving our King and Coun- 
try is by ruining the Lives 
and Fortunes of the People, 
unleſs ſome Financier ſhall 
convince me that the more 
we are drained the more able 


we ſhall be to pay; and the 


fewer uſeful Hands we have, 
the cheaper and more plenti- 
ful will be our Manufactures 
and Proviſions. 


Tux 
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may likewife ſay it is of Na- 


£c 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
(0 
cc 


cc 


Lc 
cc 
Lc 


cc 
ce 
Ry 


E 


1 


tional Utility to promote 
their Produce and Trade. 
To which I anſwer, it is a 
Heavenly Bleſſing to ſee good 


Crops upon our Land, and a 


laudable Induſtry to convert 
them to the Support of its 
Inhabitants ; yet when I re- 
flect that a great Part of our 
glorious Plenty 1s every Year 
turned into Streams of Dif- 


order and Ruin, ſuch Miſap- 
plication abates my Zeal for 


the Benefit, and ſometimes 


brings into my Mind the Re- 
port made by the Spies, ſent 
by Moſes, to examine the 
Land of Canaan, who faid it 
was a land flowing with 


Milk and Honey, but at the 


« ſame 


f Tar Farmer and Maltſter 
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© fame Time a Land that de- 
& yourcd its Inhabitants. 


Bur the principal Inſtru- 
ment of Poverty and Death, 
are the Common Brewers and 
Diſtillers, who, not contented 
with ſuch Trade and Gain as 
might fairly and ſpontaneouſly 
ariſe, are known to buy up pal- 
try Houſes and ſettle Retailers 
in every little Pariſh, as well as 
in every Town and City, and 
for fear there ſhould be a Place 
in the Kingdom, exempt from 
their Advantage, we have ſcarce 
a Village without ſome of their 


D Cottages 


+ The Quantity of Grain conſumed in 
the Diſtillery exceeds all Behef, and is of 
the greateſt Detriment to the Commu- 
nity, Vid. P. 250, 1. 


5 


Cottages and Huts, where Ser- 
vants and Labourcts, inferior 
Tradeſmen and Handicrafts- 
men, young People and old, 
are ſecreted and allured by va- 
rious Sports, Paſtimes, and 
Fooleries, till intoxicated with 
every Mixture that can tempt 
the Palate and drain the Pocket, 
they ſwallow in like Swine, the 
Filth of Debauchery, and are a 
Diſgrace to our Laws, and a 
Reproach to human Nature. 


„ Artnovsss in Villages are 
the Seats, the Seminaries of 
every Vice which can cor- 
rupt and ruin the People, 
«© and render uſeleſs the 
Church. Here Idleneſs, 
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« Drunkennelſs, 
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Drunkenneſs, Gaming, Lewd - 


neſs, Curſing, &c. are pro- 
feſſed, and practiſed, inſo- 
much, that one of the moſt 
defirable Circumſtances of 
a rural Neighbourhood, 
is not to want, and there- 
fore not to tolerate an 
Alehouſe. If decent Far- 
mers are encouraged by 
good Landlords to that De- 
gree, as to be able to brew 
Swall-beer and Ale, ſufhci- 
ent for their Families and 
poor Neighbours, which 
they will be able to do at a 
much cheaper Rate than they 
can buy it at the Alchouſe, 
ſalmoſt half of the whole 
Price) Alehouſes may, in 


„ Thou- 
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de Thouſands of Pariſhes, be 


* totally pulled down, as they 
ought, as ſome of the great- 
eſt Nuiſances, —and which, 


more than all others, ren- 
& der ineffectual the Labours 
c of the Maſter ot the Par- 


7 lonage*”. 


cc 
cc 
cc 


Pur I have often heard it aſ- 


ſerted, with ſome ag gravating 


e ee by Perſons cf 
Penetration and Abilities, that 
the Exigencies of Government 
are ſo great and enormous, that 
no Tax or Exciſe will cver be 


taken 


See the ingenious and worthy Mr, 
Comber's Free and Candid Correſpon- 
dence. ES | 
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(--09 3 
taken oft, though it were to 


ſave the lower 0 laſs of Peo- 
ple ſrom Ruin and Deſtruction. 


WurTurR the State of our 
Affairs is ſo celperate or not, 
leave to our Coſfee-houſe Po- 
liticians to determine. 


Al LO wid, however, that 
this bold Aſſertion is not entire- 
ly without Foundation, it is ea- 
ſy, in the Caſe before us, to 


guard againſt any Difficulties to 
be dreaded from it. 


Tr Sum deduced from the 
Revenue of the Exciſe by re- 
ducing the Number of Public- 
houſes, in the Article of Li- 


2 3 cences 
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cences only, would amount to 
more than 50,000/, But a Du- 
ty upon 10,000 Licences, at $ 
Guineas each, would be a Com- 
penſation for this Loſs. And1I 
am perſuaded that the Defici- 
ency in the Exciſe, occaſioned 
by the Reformation here pro- 
poſed, in the Sale of Malt 
Liquors, would be amply made 
up by laying an additional Duty 


upon Malt of two Shillings a 
Buſhel. 


Turnx is another Reaſon why 
the Revenue would not be di— 
miniſhed by it. If our Jour— 
neymen. Manufacturers, Day 
Labourers, &c. could be brought 


to pay a A1 to the Laws of 


Sobricty, the Deficiency of the 


Duty, 
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(39 
Duty, occaſioned by the Re- 
duction of Alehouſes, would be 
ſupplied by their new Mode of 
living; as their Wives and Chil- 
dren would partake of the ad- 
ditional Gains, ariſing from 
their Induſtry, the Quantity of 
wholſome Liquor which they 
would drink, whether brewed 
at Home or abroad, or bought 
at the Twelve Shilling Beer 
Houſes, would be very great, 


though by no Means unneceſſa- 


ry, and conſequently would ve- 
ry much increaſe the Conſump- 
tion of Malt, 


Brzsipes theſe poor People, 
who now pay as much again for 
all the Beer they drink as the 
more opulent Houſekeeper 
does, who brews his own Drink, 
would, by the Alteration here 
propoſed, at leaſt in this Re- 

D 4 ipects 
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ſpect, be upon a Focting with 
their richer Neighbours, who 


brew and pay ao Excue jor their 
Beer, but what 1 18 levied upon 


Malt. 


Tuts Propoſal for reducing 
three Fourths of our Alchoutcs, 
would, I am perſuaded, tend. 
more to the Keformation of the 
common People, and Reduction 
of the Poor-rates, than any o- 
ther that has been ſuggeſted. or, 
however, that has come under 
my Notice, | 


Bur as it might rrotubly 
have the Appearance of an A- 
bridgment of the juſtly ap- 
plauded, though abuſed Engliſh 
Liberties, ſome Expedient poke 
be found to do it gradually. 
Suppoſe then that Licences were 
Not granted or continued to 

any 
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any Perſon for keeping an Ale- 
houſe, but ſuch as produce 
Bondſmen in + r00/l. forfeita- 
ble upon Complaint and legal 
Conviction of any Irregularity 
in his Houſe, ſuch as Gaming, 
drawing Liquors after 10 o Clock 
at Night, or on Sundays, ex- 
cepting to Travellers, beſides 
being rendered incapable of 
having a future Licence: the 
Penalty ſhould be levied with- 
out Mitigation, and appropria- 
ted to the Support of the Poor, 
allowing out of it the inciden- 


tal Expences, and 5. to the 
Informer. 


Evr this Ex pedient could 
not but greatly e A the Num- 
ber of theſe Houſes of Seduc- 


tion 


+ bag ! Security given is only, 
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tion to Vice and Indigence. 
And till ſomething of this Kind 
is done, I am clear that to en- 
act the beſt Laws in the World, 

for the Support and Encourage- 
ment ot the Poor, will be like 
raiſing a pompous Sructure, 
while an implacable Enemy is 
ſecretly ſapping the Foundation 
of it. | | 
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Bor, after all, was ſuch a 
Reduction of Alehouſes, and 
{ſuch a Change in the Mode of 
ſelling Ale to take Place, and 
to occaſion a Deficiency in the 
Revenue, that Conſideration 
ſhould never come in Compe- 
tition with the Morals, Health, 
and Livesof the labouring Poor, 
who are the Source of our Wealth 
and Happineſs, Power and 
Glory, 


Taz 


5 


TAE admitting theſe 
Houſes to exiſt under the Sanc- 
tion of Law, when they ex- 
hibit ſuch Scenes of Drunken- 
neſs, Riot and Diſſipation, be- 
cauſe they increaſe the Revenue, 
tho'atthe Expence of the Health 
and Strength, the Induſtry and 
Morals of the People, is a 
wretched and abominable Po- 
licy ; which does Diſhonour to 
natural, as well as revealed Reli- 
gion, and can be countenanced. 
by no Man, who has any Re- 
gard for the Welfare of Man- 
kind, or the true Intereſt of 
Society. 


gucn Policy has a direct 
Tendency to Increaſe the Num- 


ber 


Be 

ber of the Poor, and tlie Tax- 
es, with many other Inconve- 
niencies. A Revenue ariſing 
from ſuch Cauſes, ought not to 
come in Competition with the 
Lives and Morals of ſo many 


uſeful Subjects. 


Tag Evils ariſing from the 
immoderate Uſe of Gin, previ— 
ous to the Act, which reſtrains 
the Sale of it, were innumera— 
ble. Many of the Lovers of 
that pernicious Liquor were 
frequently found inebriated and 
dead drunk, even in the Streets. 
Others by ſwallowing large 
Draughts, fell immediate Vic- 
tims to it. 


Tu Government therefore 
wilely diiregarded the Loſs of 
the 
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Having obviated the O:jcc- 
tions raiſed upon a Suppohtion 


A ha 


that this Scheme would diminiſh 
the Ta: ves appropr riated ſor de- 


fraying the Expences of Govern- 
ment, I have only to ad 
it would be of great tility to 
the Public to continve the Li- 
cences to the old and infirm, 
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be employed in adding by theit 
Labour to the National Wealth. 
They would then atone ſor 
their paſt Indolence and u eels, 
not. to ſay vicious Courſe of 


Liie. 


Tut Laws relating to Pariſh 
Ccttiements, are another Freat 
Cauſe of increaſing the Poor 
rates. 


Tris Introduction of Set— 
ce tlements, together with the 
« Subdivifion of Pariſhes, hath 
c been attended with infinite 
Frauds and Inconvenicncies.. 
No ſooner were Scttlements 
6 introduced than Pariſh Ofh- 
«© cers employed their whole 


Attention, 
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« Attention, not how to main- 
£ tain their Poor, but how to get 
« rid of them, which gave Riſe 
to perpetual Contentions be- 
« tween Puriſh and Pariſh, 
which ſubſiſt to this Day. 
Such Ariihces as theſe, are 
not only repugnant to the 
Foor Laws, but ſubverſive of 
the Principles of Humanity, 
with Reſyect to the unhappy 
© Objects of them, 


Among other Abuſes 
which are moſt obvious, in 
the preſent Syſtem of theſe 
Laws, the Miſapplication of 
the immenſe Sums raiſed for 
the Relief of the Poor, calls 
6 loudly for Redreſs *. 


IJ HAVE 


+ Advertiſement perfixed to a Digeſt 
of the Poor Laws, e this Year, 


("#7 -.3 

I navs attended for many 
Years at a Country Seſſions, 
where, to the beſt of my iRe- 
membrance, we have ſeldom 
had leſs at a Sitting than two 
or three Trials about Settle- 
ment. Two, three or more 
Counſels are ſometimes em- 
ployed, either to give their O- 
pinions, or to plead at the De- 
ciſion of thoſe Cauſes; each 
Pariſh has always an Attorney 
and generally ſeveral Wit- 
nelics to pay, fo that the Ex- 
pence which attends theſe un- 
neceitary Diſputes, are upon 
an Average 9 or 10 Guincas 
each. 
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&« Tt is ſcarce to be credited, 


ſays the ingenious Writer a- 
bove quoted, and yet the Fact 
is undoubted, that the yearly 
Burthen of the Poor to this 
Kingdom, excceds the A- 
mount of the Land Tax, 
when at 4 Shilhngs in the 
Pound; yet, notwithſtand- 
ing theſe vaſt Sums, annu- 
ally raiſed for their Relief, 
many unhappy Wretches 
periſh from real Want, while 
others reject the Proviſion 
made for them, and by beg- 
ing, find Means to raiſe large 
Contributions from the Ten- 
der-hearted, which they 
ſquander in Diſſoluteneſs and 
Intemperance. 


«© Trrsz voluntary Alms, if 
added, as they juſtly may 
be, to the Poor's Tax, would 

„ make 


cc 
cc 


„ 
make the Sum incredible 
indeed. 


& 'THzerg can ſcarce be 4 
greater Reproach to the Po- 
licy ofa Nation, than that ſuch 


immenſe Sums ſhould be raiſ- 


ed on the Public, and the 
Application of them reach ſo 
few of the Objects they are 
intended to relieve. The 
Reproachisthe ſtronger when 
we conſider in what Manner 


the Fund is diſſipated, and 


that the greater Part of it 1s 
ſhamefully conſumed in Pa- 


rochial Feaſting, and obſti- 


nate Litigations. It is well 


known that more Money is 
often ſquandered about the 
Settlement of a ſingle Perſon, 
than would maintain the 
Pauper and his Family for 
many Years, Add to this, that 

the 


E 


the Poor under particular 


Circumſtances, are denied 
immediate Relief, and left to 
periſh before the Proviſion 
which the Laws have made 
can reach them. 


« Phar it would be of great 


Publick Utility, therefore, 


either to annul or alter the 
Laws, requires no kind of 
Proof, provided any Method 
could be ſubſtituted to make 
a more judicious Proviſion 
for the Poor, and at the ſame 
Time to leſſen the Poor's 


Rate'. 


Was the whole Nation con- 


ſidered, not as many, but as 
one extenſive Pariſh, the pro- 
digious Sums fooliſhly and pre- 
poſterouſly thrown away about 
Settlements, would 39 a great 


E Way 


„ 


Way towards relieving and pro- 
viding for the Poor. And as 
many ignorant Creatures are in- 
fluenced, not to fay ſuborned, 
by the Overſeers and other prin- 
cipal Inhabitants, to give in falſe 
Teſtimonies, to ſecure a Deter- 
mination favourable to their re- 
ſpective Pariſhes, the Abolition 
of theſe Laws, would alſo great- 
ly contribute towards putting a 
Stop to the heinous Sin of Per- 


jury. 
As 


+ The Method of adminiftring an 
Oath in Scotland, is very awful. 

The Evidence kneels and lays both 
Hands upon the Bible; opened, and re- 
peats theſe Words after the Judge, L 
% {olemnly renounce all the Bleſſings con- 
e tained in this Book, and I moſt ſolemnly 
« pray, that all the Curſes therein contain- 
« ed, may fall upon my Head, if I do not 
« declare the Truth; and by the Great 
« God, and as I ſhall anſwer to that 
« Great God at the Day of Judgment, 
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„ 
As this Propoſal of con ſider- 
ing the Kingdom as one Pariſh, 
nay be thought liable to Objec- 
Ne: the Plan might be drawn 


N upon a narrower Scale: let each 

; County be conſidered as one 

f Pariſh, and accordingly be ſub- 

f ject to provide for its reſpective 
Poor. 


All Pariſhes, though there 
be but one Farm in it, all extra- 
par ochial Places, that BOW con- 
trive to evade the Force of the 


E 2 Laws, 


* 
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„ will declare the Truth, and nothing 
but the Truth, ſo help me God.” 
Previous to the Adminiſtration of the 
Oath, the Judge aſks the Witneſs if he 
knows (and explains to him) the Nature of 
an Oath. After he is ſworn, the firſt Quci- 
tion aſked is, whether he knows the Plain- 
tiff and Defendant, and whether he bears 
any Malice or ill Will to either. Then, 
ſecondly, whether he has any good Deed 


or Promiſe of good Deed, for bearing Evi- 
dence 1 in that Cauſe? 


5 of 


Laws, concerning Settlements, 
ſhould be laid to this County 
Rate, according to the real 
Rent at which the Farm and 
Hauſes are let. All Goods and 
Stock in Trade, all perſonal 
Eſtates ſhould be aſſeſſed to the 


Rate at 5/. a Year, for every 
Hundred Pound. 


A pus Regard to the firſt of 
theſe Propoſals concerning Pub- 
lic Houſes would greatly reduce 
the Number of dependant Poor, 

by obliging them, without any 
Acts of Violence, by an honeſt 
Induſtry, to make a decent Pro- 
viſion for themſelves and Fami- 
lies. Was the ſecond, relating 
to Settlements, enacted into a 
Law, it would prevent a great 
deal of unneceflary Expence 
and Trouble; and a proper At- 
tention to both of them would, 


in 
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n a great Meaſure, though per- 
haps not entirely ſuperſede the 
Neceſſity of Workhouſes. 

I sUBulrrED theſe Papers 
to the Peruſal of a Gentleman, 
who is an able Lawyer and a 
molt excellent Man. He fa- 
voured me with the following 
candid Objections. I will not 
ittempt to refute them, tho' we 
lifter in Opinion. © You are, 
Sir, under a Miſtake with Re- 
'« gard to the Expence attend- 
ing the Litigations of Settle- 
« ments, and the Number of 
« Counſels retained on theſe 
C Occaſhons.''-—————— There 
is ſeldom more than one, and, 
unleſs in very extraordinary Ca- 
ſes, the Coſts are made leſs than 
you have ſet them at; and, 
Sir, conſidering how well that 
Branch of Law is now under- 
ſtood by the Juſtices, and what 
Accuracy there is in their De- 


E 3 terminations, 


* 


c 


* 


La, 
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terminations, with regard to it, 
I believe you will be inclined, 


on further Conſideration, ra- 


ther to wiſh that Matter to re- 
main as it is, than by an Abro- 
gation of old Laws, and Ce- 
ation of new ones, to Have a 
Door N * for more Litic;at i= 
ons, only of a diiterent 7: ind. 
—] do not wonder that a lan 
of Humanity and Benevolence 
is ſometimes indignant at ſeeing 
ſo much Money ſpent in trifling 
Cauſes at the Seſſions, but all 
Things are to be confidcred to- 
gether, and if it is of any Con- 
ſequc nce to have the Law, which 
is the Bulwark of our Liberties, 
well underſtood and upheld, 
it is alſo of Conſequence, that 
ſome Encouragement ſhould be 
given to the younger Members 
of that Proſeſſion, who have un- 
dertaken a Study | in itſelf, moſt 
laborious 
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1 
laborious and expenſive, and 
which they never would pur- 
fue without ſome Proſpe& of 
Emolument, nor without ſome 
viſible Means of Introduction 


into Buſineſs.— And Seſſions- 


cauſes, Sir, (the only ones which 
can at firſt fall into their Hands) 
do at once anſwer this End, 
and, at the ſame Time, are a 
Means of extending an exa& 
and ftri& Rule of Juſtice, even 
to the loweſt Concerns of Lite, 
—I am afraid if Lawyers were 


driven from the Seſſions, and 


Cauſes were there to be deter- 
mined merely by the Appre- 


henſion and Penetration of the 


Gentlemen on the Bench, how- 
ever able and honeſt thoſe Gen- 
tlemen are, (and certainly the 

are now in general moſt reipec- 


table) yet for che want of their 


having a ſteady Rule to walk 
4 by, 


( 56 ) 
by, there would ſoon be greater 
Conia ariſing from the 
Uncertainty of their Adjudica- 
tions, than do now arilc from 


the Expence of Trials, 


Pzrmaes I write too much 
like a Lawyer, but every Man is 
too apt to think he under ſtands 
the Nature of his own Profeſſi- 
on beſt, and if I know my own 
Hcart,—in what I ſay, I am 
free 1 Self- Intereſt or Preju- 
dice N othing is more dange- 
rous in ſuch a Country as this, 
than a diſcretionary and arbitra- 
ry Method of deciding Cauſes, 


and a too frequent Alteration of 
the Laws, 


Two Thirds of the Poor who 
receive Collection, or beg from 
Door to Door, conſiſt of ik 

la⸗ 7 debauched and abandoned, 


though 
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though none are real Objects of 
Charity, but the Aged and In- 
fants, = Sick and Maimed, 


BuT whatſoever is beſtowed 
upon Beggars, Vagrants and 
Strollers, is ninety nine Times 
out of an Hundred, an Abuſe 
of Charity, T ere to pre- 
vent their impoſing upon the 
Benevolent and Well-diſpoſed, 
and to make them uſeful to So- 
ciety, they ſhould be forced to 
Labor. A Law ſhould be 
made more ſtrongly to enforce 
the apprehending of thoſe Peo- 
ple, who are a Nuiſance to So- 
ciety, and eſcape with Impuni- 
ty, through the univerſal Diſ- 
like of Magiſtrates, Pariſh Ofh- 
cers, and People in general, to 
meddle with themf. 


Tur 
f The 17 of George II. has reduced 


* 


5 

Tux Houſes of Correction + 
in every County converted into 
Houſes of Induſtry with a Suf- 
ficient Stock of raw Materials 
to find continual Work for theſe 
idle, though able-bodied Peo- 
ple, provided they are ſuperin- 
tended by honeſt and prudent 
Governors, would make them 
eminently uſeful to the Com- 
munity. 
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the Laws relating to Rogues and Vagabonds, 
into one Act. But ſomething more is ne- 
ceſſary. 


+ They were originally founded for 
the Lodging of Poor, Way-fartng Peo- 
Pte, the Correction of Vagabonds, Strum- 
pets and idle Perſons, and for finding them 
Work. Account of founding Bride- 


well in London and its Environs, 


a e 


($9 3 
Arr. Perſons found upon Ex- 


amination of ne of his Ma- 
jeſty s juſtices of the Peace, to 


be of this Denomination, ſhould 


by an Order of ſuch Magiſtrate, 
be ſent and admitted into one 
of theſc Workhouſes. 


Tux Maſter or Governor 
ſhould be directed to induce 
them by kind Uſage and Re- 
wards, to apply with Diligence 
to their Work, to behave with 
Decency and g00d Manners to 
all who live in this Aſylum, and 
with particular Submiſſion and 
Reſpect to their Superiors; ma- 
ny of them, by this mild Treat- 
ment, would taſte and reliſh 
the Bleſſings which ſo excellent 
an Inſtitution could not but a- 


hundantly afford them. 


WHERE 


1 
 Wurrs theſe gentle Means 
bave not the deſired Effect, they 
ſhould be deterred from Irre- 


gularities and Vice by Puniſh- 
ments, &c, 


A $sMALL Addition of Build- 
ings to the Alms-houſes in Mar- 
ket Towns, with proper Regu- 
larities, would be ſuſhcient for 
the Accommodation of the A- 
ged, who ſhould not only be 
ſupplied with common Neceſſa- 
ries, but be treated with parti- 
cular Lenity and Tenderneſs, 
eſpecially thoſe, who in the for- 
mer Part of their Lives have 
been remarkable for their In- 


duſtry, Sobriety and good Mo- 


rals. 


By adminiſtring to theſe wor- 
thy and deſerving People the 
Rewards to which an honeſt, 

laborious, 
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laborious, uſeful} and virtuous 
Life have given them a juſt 
Claim, others of their own 
Sphere or Rank, at leaſt, will 
undoubtedly be excited and en- 
couraged to imitate their Ex- 
ample. And if it were poſſible, to 
ſecure the Government of theſe 
Poor-houſes, founded for the 
Reception and Comfort of the 
Aged and Infirm, always in the 
Hands of good and well diſpoſed 
Perſons, they would be of great 
Benefit to ſuch venerable Peo- 
ple; but I am afraid that would 
not always be the Caſe, and 
therefore recommend the Inſti- 
tution even thus limited, not 
without Diffidence. 


I ENTERTAIN a very high O- 
pinion of the Philanthropy of 
the Gentlemen who think fo 
favourably of Houſes of Induſ- 


Ty, 


6 
try, and are now preparing Bills 
in their reſpective Counties, to 
bring into the Houſe of Com- 
mons, for the Sanction of Par- 
liament, to enable the different 


Hundreds to unite in erecting 
ſuch Buildings. 


Tuzix Motive, I am perſua- 
ded, is a very laudable one, and 
reflects great Honor upon them. 
They ſee with Concern, that 
the generality of Overſcers and 
Church-wardens, treat the Poor 
with great Inhumanity and 
Cruelty. To deliver the Poor 
out of ſuch Hands, they propoſe 
Houſes of Induſtry for their 
Relief, and the Public Utility. 
But the Remedy is worſe than 
the Diſeaſe. The Governors of 
Workhouſes exerciſe much Ty- 
rany over the unhappy Wretch- 
es committed to their Care. 


The 
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The honeſt and induſtrious who 
principally deſerve Protection 
and Aſſiſtance, in the Time of 
Neceſſity and Diſtreſs, will un- 
dergo a Thouſand Difficulties 
rather than be deprived of Li- 
berty, and be forced to herd 
with a ſet of Creatures who 
have loſt all Senſe of Virtue. 
Such an Aſſociation to Men of 
modeſt Merit, would be worſe 
than Death. At firſt, however, 
the Public would ſeem to be a 
Gainer by this unnatural Scheme, 
for even the Negligent and La- 
zy, in the Infancy of the Eſtab- 
liſhment, will conſider this kind 
of Confinement as a Reproach, 
and conſequently apply to ſome 
Labor to keep themſelves from 
ſtarving; ſo that the Numbers 
who preſer this Vaſſalage and 
Impriſonment, will, for a Time, 
be inconſiderable. But by De- 


grees, 


( &@ 


grees, and in a few Vears, this 
popular Prejudice will wear off, 

che careleſs and idle Poor will 
be reconciled, and will enter 
theſe Walls without Reluctance; 
the Houſes will be filled, and the 
Expence of providing for them 
will encreaſe, tho' little or no Part 
of the immenſe Funds will reach 
the induſtrious and deſerving, 

who are the only real Poor. 

In many Places I am inform- 
med their Houſes begin already 
to be thought leſs uſeful, and 
there is great Reaſon to fear 
they will at laſt be found a 
Means of Opreſſion to the Poor. 
Places of Confinement are 
fit for Vagabonds. But ſurely the 
honeſt and induſtrious ſhould, 
if poſſible, be aſſiſted, and left 


at Large there are but too ma- 
ny dther Means already to un- 
domeſt icate People, (if I may 
be 


1 


be allowed ſuch an Expreſſion) 
and to render them indifferent 


to the ſocial Advantages and 
Comſorts of Life. 


IN DUS TRT-Houszs are detri- 
ꝛental to the Community up- 
on a Variety of other Accounts. 
The Intereſt of the Money, 
raiſed for erecting them, toge- 
ther with the Salaries of the 
Governors, Clerks and other 
Servants, employed in the Ma- 
nagement of the reſpective 
Houſes, will be a heavy and 
perpetual Tax upon the Inha- 
bitants of every Hundred, where 
thoſe Eſtabliſhments are found- 
ed. The Children brought up 
in them, from the Nature of 
their Situation, being accuſtom- 
ed to and trained up in carding, 
ſpinning and other light Em- 
ployments, will become a puny, 
effeminate 


138 
effeminate Race, unfit for A- 
griculture, which, though the 


primary, and moſt national 
Concern, will be neglected. 


Tir Farmers in the Neigh- 
bourhood of theſe Houſes, hav- 
ing experienced how unfit ſuch 
Children are for rural Labours, 
refuſe taking them at any 
Rate, into their Service, And 
in ſuch Deteſtation are theſe 
Houſes held by the lower Claſs 
of People, of both Sexes, that 
they cannot be prevailed upon 
to-enter into any Services in the 
Hundreds where ſuch Houles 
have been erected. Beſides all 
this, ſeveral of the Schemes 
propoſed, we may obſerve, ſeem 
to annihilate all Family Con- 
nexions, except that of one 
great Family under one Head ; 
the Men are propoſed to be kept 


6 


apart, ſo likewiſe the Women, 
fo that it will be a Populus Vi- 
rorut, and a Populus Mulierum, 
which, no Doubt, would leſſen 
the Number of Poor, both by 
hindering thoſe who are already 
married from propagating their 
Kind, and dilcouraging all o= 
ther poor PcrionsF, or Perſons 
of ſmall or even of middling 
Fortunes, from marrying ; for 
who would enter into a ſtate of 
Wedlock, when he does not 
know but in the State of Hu- 
man Affairs, he may fall into 
Poverty, and the Conſequence 
of that Poverty will be a Di- 
vorce from his Wife and Chil- 
dren, ſo as that they are to 
have no future Intercourſe and 
Communicatien. This, indeed, 
with the Help of the late Mar- 

F 2 riage 


+ Dr. Burn's Hiſtory of the Poor 
Laws, p. 230, 2. 
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riage Act, may cooperate to 
reduce the Number of People, 
in a reaſonable Time, perhaps 
one Third; and ſo, by Degrees; 
more and more. Let us ſee 
from Sir Mildmay's Police 
of France, how this Scheme 
has anſwered in that Country. 


IN 1640, when the Ordi- 
nances of France preſcribed no 
Method for the Maintenance of 
the Poor, but that they ſhould 
be nouriſhed and entertained by 
the Cities, Towns and Villages 
of which they were Natives 
and Inhabitants; the Number 
of ſtrolling Beggars without 
Settlement, Maintenance or 
Lodging, about the Streets of 
Paris, amounted to no leſs than 


40,000. The deplorable State 
of 


7 According ta a Calculation made 
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of ſo many unhappy Wretches 
excited ſome Perſons of Emi- 
nence to hold frequent Aſſem- 
blies for the Purpoſe of finding 
out a Remedy to ſo great an E- 
vil. In Conſequence of theſe 
Deliberations, an Edict was ob- 
tained in the Vear 1656, for a 
general Workhouſe or Hoſpital, 
to take in the whole Number of 
Poor under one Eſtabliſhment, 
to be ſupported by one common 
Fund, according to their Ages, 
Sexes, Abilities, or Infirmities. 
All Beggars, whether in Sick- 
neſs or in Health, of both Sex- 

3 es, 


by an accurate Writer, about ten Years 
fince, the Number of ſtrolling Beg- 
cars in the City of London, where there 
are few or no Pariſhes without a Work- 
houſe, amounted to 20,000, 


— 
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es, were to be confined in one 
general Hoſpital, and einployed 
in ſuch Works and Mar.uiuc- 
tures as ſhould be ſuitabic to 
their Abilities. Perſons of the 
firſt Diſtinction were appointed 
to ſupcrintend the Police, and 
Conduct of the Poor, the King 
declaring himſelf to be the Pro- 
tector of this royal Foundation, 
and granting ſeveral] Houſes, 

particularly the Biceſre and Sal- 
petriere, with Scites of Ground, 
and all to be compriſed under 
the common Appellation of the 
General Hoſpital; the Profits 
of ſeveral other Charities were 
aſſigned over for the Mainte- 
nance of them. All future Le- 
gacies to the Poor, were deem- 
ed as given to this Hoſpital. 
Eſtates and Merchandizes, con- 
fiſcated by Law, were appro- 
priated to its Uſe, &c. 
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Tus Poor themſelves are 
alſo, by their Skill and Induſtry, 
to be inſtrumental to their own 
Support. The Directors, there- 
_ are impowered to ſet up 

any Species of Manufactures, 
and to ſell the Goods Manufac- 
tured within the Hoſpital, free 
from all Duties; and every 
Company of Trades, Arts and 
Myſteries, is obliged to ſend 
two of their Body to inſtruct 
the young Children. Theſe 
Aſſiſtants or Inſtructors, having 
ſerved fix Years, and the Chil- 
dren having been taught ten 
Years, may go out of the Hoſ- 
pital, and exerciſe their reſpec- 
tive Trades in any Part of Paris. 
The Houſe has many other Ad- 
yantages and Immunities. As 
ſoon as the Bice/tre & Salpetri- 
ere were ſufficiently repaired, 
Public Notice was given in all 
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1 
the Churches at Paris, that on 
the 7th of May, 16-7, theſe 
Houſes would be operet for 
the Reception of all Kd of 
Poor, who want. either Re- 
lief or Em ployment, &c. 


Tun City began immed1- 
ately to have a different Ap- 
pearance from what it had be- 
fore. Many of the Beggars left 
Paris, others betook themſelves 
to ſome induſtrious Means of 
gaining their Subſiſtance; ſo 
that out of the great Number 
of 40, ooo, there was not more 
than 5000, who took Shelter 1 in 
this Hoſpital, 1 


T Is from the Dread of be- 
ing brought by the Exempts of 
the Police to this Ho! pital, that 
the Streets of Paris arc tree from 


ſuch 
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ſuch Ni ght Walkers, as impu- 
dently n in the Streets of 
London. 


Tun Magiſtrates, at the ſame 
Time, publickly forbidding 
the Poor to beg, and threaten- 
ing that thoſe ſhould be com- 
pelled by Force into the Hoſpi- 
tal, who were not Inhabitants 
of Pin, unleſs they departed 
immediately to the Places of 
their proper Settlements. 


Is the Biceſire diſorderly 
Youths are inſtructed and em- 
ployed in fabricating Linen and 
Cloth, for their Apparel and 
the Uſe of the Houſe. Here 
Vagabonds and ſturdy Beggars, 
are confined to hard Labour, 
and, according to their Crimes, 
receive the Diſcipline and Cor- 
rection they deſerve, In the 


1 
La Pitie, between 13 and 1400 
Boys are generally taught to read, 
write, knit and weave, and at 
a proper Age, are bound Ap- 
prentice, put out to Service, or 
returned to their Parents. The 
Hoſpital des Enfans [roUVes, or 
Foundling Hoſpital, takes in all 
Children that are offered, as 
ſoon as the Houſe is ied 
whether they are the expoled of 
Parents unknown, or the Chil- 
dren of poor Parents, who de- 
fire to relinquiſh them to be 
_ nurſed under the Care and Di- 
rection of the Hoſpital, till they 
are arrived at the age of five or 
ſix Years; when the Boys are 
placed in the Suburbs oi Sz, 
£Atoine, and the Girls at the 
Salpetriere, toe be maintained, 
as before mentioned, at the 
Expence of the general Hoſpi- 
pital, though now and then the 
Parents, 
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Parents, whoſe Circumſtances 
are mended, reclaim and have 
them reſtored. The Court call- 
ed Notre Dame de Pitie, be- 
longing to the Salpetriere, re- 
ceives all the poor Pariſh Girls 
of Paris, recommended as ob- 
ſerved above, and the Female 
Foundlings, as already menti- 
oned. 


Tnuxv are taught their Pray- 
ers and Catechiſm, and to read 
and write as well as knitting, 
plain Work or Embroidery, 
or to weave Linen and Cloth. 
But though about 400 in Num- 
ber, through ſome Miſconduct, 
they are never without the 

Itch. Idle Beggars, Pilferers, 
and looſe diſorderly Proſtitutes, 
are admitted into another Part 
of this Houſe, from whence, 
after having atoned by hard 

Labour 
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Labour for their Offence, they 
are diſcharged, being firſt 
marked on the Shoulder with a 
hot Iron, or ſent out of the 
Kingdom to people their Colo- 
nies. Here is allo a Maiſon de 
Force, or ſtrong Priſon, for 
ſuch as by their Crimes deſerve 
Confinements for Life, and an 
Infirmary KC, 


Tar Building where the Peo- 
ple are employed for furniſhing 
all theſe ſeparate Houſes with 
Butcher's Meat, Beer, Bread, 
&c. is called the Scipion: each 
Perſon is allowed rather more 
than a Pound of Bread a Day, 
and 1n intermediate ones a pro- 
portionable Quantity of Peag 


or Beans, 


Tus Number of Perſons 
js about 12868, and the Quan- 


tity 


1 
tity of Bread a Day about 
16887 Pounds. 


AFTERWARDS, in the Year 
1662, the like Eſtabliſhments 
were enjoined in all the great 
Cities and Towns throughout 
the Kingdom, wherein all the 
Poor that were Natives or had 
lived for the Space of one Year 
in thoſe Diſtricts, (where we 
may obſerve, by the Way, that 
the Settlement in France, is juſt 
as it was in England, before the 
Statutes of Charles the Second) 
were to be conhned and pre- 
vented from wandering | into o- 
ther Parts, 


AnD this ſeems, he ſays, at 
preſent, to be the general Sy ſ- 
tem in France, for the Mainte- 
nance of their Poor, concern- 
ing Which, as he proceeds, 

I have 


C98 

T have been more particular ii 
making my Enquiries, upon 
being informed, that ſeveral 
Treatiſes have lately being pub- 
liſhed in London, recommend- 
ing ſuch a general Method of 
maintaining our Poor, as pre- 
ferable to the Proviſions which 
our ancient Laws had eftabliſh- 
ed by parochial Aſſeſſments. 
Whercas, at the ſame Time, 
many Repreſentations, Projects, 
and Memorials have lately been 
offered to the French Miniſtry, 
propoſing on the other Hand, 
that their Poor might be main- 
tained, as in England, by pa- 
rocklal Aſſeſſments. And there 
is a general Complaint of the 
Increaſe of Vagrants, and the 
Multiplicity of Poor unprovided 
tor, notwithſtanding thoſe Eſ- 
tabliſkments. So that I cannot 
but oblerye, that the Police of 

| every 
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every Country 1s beſt regulated 
when the Execution of it is di- 
vided into ſeparate and diſtinct 
Departments. 


Fon beſides the Difficulty of 
directing and governing ſo large 
an Inſtitution, and the pre- 
venting it from being converted 
into a private Job; we muſt 
conſider the fatal Objection to 
ſuch a Plan, ariſes from the 
Numbers to be contained therein, 
being unlimited, whilſt there 
can be only a limited Revenue 
to ſupport them. And this Ac- 
counts for the Swarm of Beggars 
which infeſt the Streets of Pa- 
ris, notwithſtanding the rigo- 
rous Mcthods of inforcing their 

Laws; 


Police of France, p. 19, 21, 62, 
104. 
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Laws; for Hoſpitals can hold 
only a certain Number. 


Bur the Health of the Poor 
isa Conſideration of much great- 
er Weight than their Mainte- 
nance. 


TR unhappy People, how 
ever, who arc huddled together 
in theſe Houſes of Induſtry, can 
enjoy but little Health, For 
where Numbers are crowded in 
narrow and filthy Places of 
Confinement, they muſt from 
the Rancineſs of the circum- 
ambient-Air, be always ſubject 
to Fevers of the putrid and moſt 
dangerous Kind, and not un- 
trequently be tries off by 


contagious not to ſay peſtilen- 
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Tov the Uſe of Venti- 
lators, with other Methods of 
Cleanlineſs, that may be de- 
viſed, will prove of ſome Bene- 
ft, yet, as excellent Dr. Hales 
bbſerves, in his Treatiſe upon 


at Subject, „ The Conſide- 


ration of the great Quantity of 
rancidV apors, that inceſſant- 
ly exhales from human Bodies, 
eſpecially where there is a 
Multitude confined in a ſmall 
Compaſs, fully evinces the 
Inſufficiency of any Attempts 
to make the Air wholſome, 
by only a few Hours Venti- 
lation in every twenty four 
Hours, 


«© THE Vapors which a- 
riſe from Human Live-bo- 
dies, are extremely corrup- 
tible; hence it is, that the 
Air of Priſons often produ- 

© een 
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ces mortal Diſtempers, and 
doubtleſs, where the Air 1s 
very rancid, on Account of 
great Numbers of Perſons 
confined together, it muſt 


needs tend to make them 
ſickly, 


ce THERE is ſo great a Quan- 
tity of Vapors carried oft by 
Reſpiration, or breathing, 
that I found by Experiments, 
that more than a Pound 
Weight of Moiſture goes off 
by the Breath in twenty-four 
Hours, and that ſomewhat 
leſs than two Gallons of Air, 
being breathed to and fro, for 
two Minutes and a Half, was 
ſurcharged with Vapors, that 
I could not poſſiby breath it 
any longer. See Statical 


Eſſays, V. II. p. 323, 6. 


Ax 


EN 
tt Axp, it is further to be 
conſidered, that a cloſe con- 
fined Air, in which there 
are many Perſons, is filled 
not only with the Vapors a- 
riſing from their Breath, but 
alſo with what perſpires off 
their Bodies ; which Reſpi- 
ration and Perſpiration, both 
together, are equal to the 
Quantity of halt the Meat 
and Drink which we take in 
daily, which is eſtimated to 


* be about thirty-nine Ounces 


in England, and is much 


greater in hot Climates; and 


if the Quantity of Vapors; 
which ariſe from one Man, 
in 24 Hours, is 39 Ounces, 
then in an hundred Men, 


forty- three Pounds, and in 


five hundred Men, to one 
Thouſand two Hundred and 
fifteen Pounds Weight. Not 


G 2 ce that 
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that the Air, in the moſt 
capacious Ship, can poſſibly 
contain all this Quantity of 
Vapours at once, nor could 
any living Creature breathe 
therein, if it were ſo ſurcharged 
„ with them: but yet, this Eſti- 
% mate ſhews, how very great 
©« the Stench of ſuch an Air 
«© muſt neceſſarily be, which 
«© not only retards Reſpiration, 
© but alſo Perſpiration, which 
eis very prejudicialꝶ“. 
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Dr. Hoary, in his ingeni- 
ous Lectures on Reſpiration, ob- 
ſerves that „ the Air itſelf has 
© ſo great a Share in the Acti- 
« on of Reſpiration, and is fo 
« neceſſary likewiſe to the 
Health and Vigor of the Bo- 
« dy, that no remarkable Alte- 
« ration can be in it without 
«© our being affected by it. 

« Conſe- 


+ P. 42, 5. 
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Conſequently, when the Air 
we breathe is loaded with Va- 
pours, which either render 
it too warm, or deſtroy 1 its 
Elaſticity, or both, it be- 
comes unfit for Reſpiration, 


and interfereres with the 
Action of breathing.“ 


And he further obſerves, 
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that unleſs the Chyle, which 
is mixed with the Blood, be 
brought to the Lungs, in 
proper Quantities, and en- 
dowed with proper Qualities, 
unleſs the Diſcharges through 
the Sides of the Veſicles of 
the Lungs be regularly and 
duly performed ; unleſs a 


proper Quantity of Air-par- 


ticles be abſorbed, to ſupply 
the active Principles, ſa ne- 
ceſſary to the Warmth of 
the Blood, and the 2 8 
of its Parts, it muſt De- 
grees grow leſs and Te fit 


G 3 far 
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for the Purpoſes of Life, fq 


that by Degrees, the Blood 
will ſoon be impaired and 
broken, that when it moſt 
wants the Aſſiſtance of the 
Lungs, it will be brought 
thither, when it is only. fit 
to choak up and clog the Ve- 
ſicles, and Capillary Arte- 
ries, ſo as to prevent the re- 
ceiving the Service it could 
receive in paſſing through 
the Lungs. Hence it is 


no Wonder, when we breathe 
an Air thus loaded with Va- 


pours, it ſhould be apt ta 
cauſe, what are called Gaol 
Diſtempers, which Inconve- 
nience might in a great Mea- 
ſure be prevented, if ſuch 
cloſe Places were ventilated 


with freſh Air, for want of 
which, many unhappy Per- 


* ſons are not only deprived of 
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Liberty in Gaols, but too 
often even of Lite allo+*”. 


« Tus driving into a Work- 
houſe, People who can be 
maintained in their own 
Houſes as conveniently, or 
more conveniently to the 
Public, with as little or leſs 
Expence, is an Act of wan- 
ton Cruelty. The Laws of 
England make a Man's Houle 
his Caſtle; and the Proſpect 
of holding this in old Age 
is one of the greateſt Spurs 
to Induſtry and Temperance 
in Youth. Were I a Law- 
giver, therefore, I. would 


enact 


See alſo Dr. Aikins's Thoughts pen 
F1eipitals, 


1 
* enat, that the flagrantly 
i idle or debauched ſhould, 
% in old Age, be maintained 
c jn a Workhouſe, and others 
6 jn their own Houſes!” 


Wirn regard to Children, 
the wiſeſt Men of all Ages and 
Countries, have cver been of O- 
pinion, that their Happineſs 
cannot be more effectually pro- 
moted than by fixing their At- 
tention, and keeping them em- 
ployed as ſoon as they are ca- 
pable of doing any Thing. 
And they are endowed with this 


Capacity much ſooner than we 


ſeem 


+ Mr. Comber's Free and Candid Cor- 


reſpondence, 
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ſeem to imagine. The Dutch 
Children, who begin to work at 
four Years of Age, make thoſe 
Toys, which our Children, of 
more advanced Years, break, 
If Children are induced by the 
Hopes of Reward to be dili- 
cent and induſtrious, if they 
are deterred by the Fear of 
Puniſhment from being idle; if 
they are inured-to ſome Kind of 
Labor in their early Youth, they 
will not depart from this Way 
to Happineſs, as they grow and 
advance in Years, but take a 
Pleaſure in Labor, in which 
there is Profit, that they may 
be enabled to make a decent 
Provifion for themſelves, and be 
vietul Members to Society. 


Bur 
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Bor they might receive ſtill 
greater Advantages from this 

Plan, which I would hope is 
eminently calculated to retorm 
and felicitate the lower Claſs of 
People. They might he taught 
the Precepts and Doctrines of 
Chriſtianity, which furniſh us 
with the cleareſt Inſtructions as 
to what we are to practiſe and 
avoid, in order to be happy in 
this and another World. 


Consipsrings how Charity 
Schools have hitherto been con- 
ducted in general, the Objec- 
tions that they are Nurſeries for 
Idleneſs, is not entirely without 
Foundation. 


Bur 
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Bur upon the Plan here pra- 
poſed, this Obje&ion will be 
obviated and removed, 


For let the Children be 
taught to work as ſoon as they 
are capable of learning the 
Alphabet and of getting the 
Church Catechiſm by Heart, 
and while they are initiated i ina 
plain, ſenſible and decent Man- 
ner, in the eaſieſt Branches of 
their Duty to God, their fellow 
Creatures and themſelves, let 
them be trained up from their 
earlieſt Years, to a Habit of 
Indultry, and to earn their dai- 
ly Bread, which they may do 
by the Time they arrive at ſix 


or 


| 
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br ſeven Years of Age; thus 
accuſtomed and habituated, not 
to ſay naturalized to Labor and 
Fatigue, they will, in Time, 
contract an Averſion to Idleneſs, 
which is the Source of moſt In- 
conveniencies and Wants. And 
as, by this laudable Exertion of 
their Faculties, both of Body 
and Mind, they will anſwer one 
of the great Ends for which they 
are ſent into the World, they will 
always enjoy great Degrees of 
Peace and Happineſs. Neither 
is it in the power of Words to 
deſcribe the Advantages derive- 
able to them, to their Parents, 
and the Public, from Inſtituti- 
ons ſo properly adapted for in- 
ſtructing them in the Know- 


ledge, 
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ledge, as well as the Practice of 
their Duty. 


Trart ſuchaScheme is practi- 
cable, Experience proves to 
Demonſtration. 


A Pzrxson, whoſe Name 1 
would not mention, about 
Years ago, gave an induſtrious, 
well-diſpoſed Woman, 2 Shil- 
lings a Week for teaching 20 
poor Children to get the Church 
Catechiſm by Heart, to read, 
and to do whatever work their 
infant Years admitted of. This 
little Inſtitution more than anſ- 
wered his Expectations. They 
made all the Progreſs that could 
reaſonably he hoped for in the 
Improvement of their Under- 
ſtandings, Their good Beha- 
vior gave great Pleaſure to the 
principal Inhabitants, and with 


Regard 
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Regard to Work, ſeveral of 
them, beſides finiſhing their 
reſpective Taſks, ſet them by 
their Miſtreſs, for the more im- 
mediate Benefit of their Parents, 
got Money enough to buy ſome 
little Neceſſaries, ſuch as a Hat 
or Handkerchief for themfelves. 
And, which is ſtill a farther 
Recommendation to ſuch an 
Eftabliſhment, they were as 
fond of Wark as the generality 
of Children are of Play. None 
of theſe Children earned leſs 
than 2 Pence, though ſome 
earned 3 or 4 Pence a Day. To 
ſee the Minds of theſe little In- 
nocents, formed to the Love of 
Induſtry and Virtue; to ſee 
them buſy and induſtrious in 
handling the Rock and twirling 
the Spindle, for the Formation 
of the Thread is a moſt pleaſ- 
ing Sight. 


s AND 


(93 -) 


— % AND many yet adhere 
©« To th' antient Diſtaff at 
the Boſom fix'd, | 
Caſting the whirling Spindle 

as they walk ; 
At Home, or in the Sheep- 
fold, or the Mart, 
Alike the Work proceeds. 
This Method {till 
Norvicum favors, and th 
Icenian Towns“. 
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Tun Talents of ſuch a Mil- 
treſs need not be great, nor the 
Directions neceſſary for her 
Conduct many. She ſhould be 
good-natured, well-diſpoſed, 
able to read the Bible with ſome 
Degree of Facility and Correct- 
neſs, and ſhould know ſome- 
thing of Necdle-work and Spin- 

Ning, 
+ Theſe Lines are taken from the Fleece, 


a moſt excellent Poem, written by the late 
ingenious Mr. Dyer. 
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ning ſhe ſhould be directed to 
uſe a ſhort Form of Prayer eve 
ry Morning and Afternoon, as 
ſoon as the Children are all got to 
School. Two Hours ſhould be 
ſpent every Forenoon and Afﬀ- 
ternoon, in teaching them to | 
read; and they ſhould be em- 
ployed the ſame Number of 
Hours at Work. They ſhould 
alſo every Day, indiſpenſably, be 
made to repeat in a clear and diſ- 
tint Manner the Church Ca- 
techiſm. This ſhould alſo be 
done before they are diſmiſſed 
each Part of the Day. 


Wren Boys are 8 or 9 Years 
old, if their Parents can nei- 
ther employ, nor put them out 
to Service, they ſhould be pla- 
ced under the Care of a Maſter, 
who ſhould not only continue 
to inftruct them in reading and 


the 
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the Catechiſm, but alſo to teach 
them to weed, hoe, dig, and 
do all other Sorts of Labor, 
of which they are capable. To 
teach the Children of the Poor 
to write and caſt Accounts 1s, 
in my humble Opinion, a groſs 
Abuſe of Charity. 


As Men, as Chriſtians and 
Well-wiſhers to the Proſperity 
of our Country, it is our Inte- 

eſt and Duty to lay before them 

a clear View of the Religion of 
Nature and Chriſtianity. Juſt 
Notions of the former will teach 
them what is required of them 
to be uſeful Members of Society; 
and a due Senſe of the Impor- 
tance of the Precepts and Doc- 
trines of the latter, will influ- 
ence and induce them to act 
upon all Occaſions, with a View 
to his Favor, who is preſent to 
us, 
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1 
us, at all Times and in all Pla- 
ces. By theſe Means we ſhall 
make them Good Subjects, and 
ſecure their Happineſs both here 
and hereafter. By giving them 
ſuch an Education, we ſhall in- 


creaſe the Quantity of Labour, 


and reduce the Price of it. 


And the Children of Gentlemen 


of ſmall Fortunes, of the Cler- 
gy and many other Perſons in 
a genteel Way of Life, for whom 
it is not in the Power of their 
Parents to provide in any other 
Manner, than by giving them 


a little School Learning, will be 


ſure of Employment in Compt- 
ing Houles, in the Navy, or in 


a great Variety of other De- 


partments, from which they are 


now excluded, through a wrong 
and ill-· judged Method of train- 
ing up the Children of the 


Poor, who are greatly wanted 
in 


* 

x 
N 
>; 
$. 
F. oy 
25 
Þ. 


* 
* 
Fd 4 


a. a 
in the humbler, but ſtill very 
uſeſul Stations of Life, ſuch as 
thoſe of Servants, Day-Labour- 
ers, &c. By Servants, I do not 
mean Lisery Servants, of whom 
we have an incredible Number, 
to the great detriment of the 
State, From the Nature of 
their Service, they are brought 
up in a lazy, indolent and ex- 
penſive Manner: many of them 
are inſolent and vicious; and, 
whenever they marry and ſettle, 


tis commonly by keeping an 


Alehouſe, Tavern or an Inu that 
they pick up a Livelihood; ſo 
that from the Cradle to the 
Grave, they are in general in- 
tolerable Nuiſances to the Coin- 
munity. 

BuT to return from this Di- 


greſſion to the Caſe of poor Chil- 


dren, 


MaNTUA-MAK RRS, Milliners, 
&c. are as neceſſary in adorning 
the Perſons of the Fair Sex, as 

Taylors, 


( to2 } 
Taylors, Barbers, &c. &c. are 
for furniſhing and accommoda- 
[| ting ours with Cloaths; but 
why Girls, brought up in Cha- 
rity Schools, ſhould be put to 
| [ thoſe Trades I cannot conceive, 
[| Nor, in my humble Opinion, 
[| {ſhould any Girls, for good Rea- 
(| ſons, too obvious to be menti- 
oned, be apprenticed to thoſe 
Buſineſſes, but ſuch as are lame, 
deformed, or of a weak Habit of 
Body. Some Regard ſhould be 
paid to the ſame Obſervation in 1 
placing Boys with Taylors, Bar- F 
bers, &c. Nurſeries for the E- 
ducation of poor Children, con- 
ducted upon the Plan here Jaid 
down, would be productive of 
many happy Conſequences 
to the Public. I hope the prin- 
cipal People of every Pariſh in 
Great Britain will pay all due 
Regard to it. 
- © Tus Plan for bringing up 
* poor Children at the Found- 
ling 
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lingHoſpital, is excellently cal 


culated for preventing the fa- 
tal Con ſeque ces of that Idle- 


neſs, Beggary and Stealing, 


in which ſuch poor Found- 
lings are generally bred up, 
and for the better enabling 
them, by an early and effec- 
tual Care of their Education, 
to become uſeful Members of 
the Common Wealth, by 


qualitying them to ſupply the 


Government with uſcful 
Hands on many Occcaſions, 
by making them good and 
uſeful Servants. From 3 
Years old to6, theyare taught 


to read and learn the Cate- 


chiim, and, at proper Inter- 
vals, employed, in ſuch a 

anner, as may contribute 
to their Health, and induce 
2 Habit of Induſtry, Hardi- 


neſs and Labour; and from 


that Time their Work 1s to 


ba ſuch bodily Labour as is 
moſt 
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moſt ſuitable to their Age 
and Strength, and is moſt 
likely tofit . for Agricul- 
ture or Sca-ſervice, Tach as 
digging, plowing, hedging, 
cleaving Wood, and carrying 
Burthens. Many of them are 
employed in Gardens belong- 
ing to the Hoſpital, where, 
by Their Lake they ſupply 
the Houle with Vegetables, 
and being inſtru ted in Gar- 
dening, are kept in Readinets 
for fach Perſons as may be 
inclined to take them into 
their Service. 

«© FROM 6 Fears of Age, the 
Girls are employed in com- 
mon Needie-work, knitting 
and ſpinning; and in the 
Kirchon, Laundry: and Houſe- 


held-woik, in Order to make 


them uſetul Servants for ſuch 


proper FOO as may apply 
tor them“. 


Bur 
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Bur to make them ſtill more 
cminently uſeful, all Maſters 
and Miſtreſſes of Families ſhould 
be prevailed upon to hear theſe 
poor Children, as ſoon as they 
are admitted into their Service, 
read their Leſſons, and repeat 
the Church Catechiſm, at leaſt 
every Sunday. It they were to 
do ſo every Day, I am ſure they 
would find their Account in it. 
If they could ſtill farther be pre- 
vailed upon to read Prayers eve- 
ry Night in their Families, and 
make 1t their conſtant Study to 
ſet their Children and. Servants 
a good Example, our Situation 
would be very much to be envied. 


Dr. HarTLEy in his Obſerva- 
tions on Man, ſays, © I believe 
it may be laid down, as a 
certain Fact, that no Maſter 

or 
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©« or Miſtreſs of a Family can 
& have a true Concern for Re- 
&« ligion, or be a Child of God, 
„ who does not take Care to 
„ worſhip God by Family 
e Prayer 


WureTuzR our numerous 
Charity Schools, and even 
Grammar Schools, many of 


which, in Country Towns and 


Pariſhes, are become Sinecures, 
though well endowed, would 
not be of much greater Benefit 
to the Publick, it they were re- 
culated upon ſome ſuch Plan 
as this, merits the Conſideration 
ot the Legiſlature, 


A GENTLEMAN, diſtinguiſhed 


for his ſuperior Abilities, both 


natural and acquired, with 
whom 


＋ Fol. II. p. 339. 
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whom I have had frequent Con- 
verſations upon this Subject, 
gives it as his Opinion, that the 
Morals of the People of this 
Kingdom have been in general, 

worſe fnce, than they were be- 
fore the Reformation. It is, up- 
on the other Hand believed, 

that we have encreaſed in Knows 
ledge fince that Period, and that 
the Attainments of Mankind 3 in 
Virtue and Morality, bear a 
Proportion to their Degrees of 
Knowledge. But though the 
Truth of this Perſuaſion, ſo ge- 
nerally received, be granted, yet 
the Gentleman' s Obſervations 


will not be, perhaps, invalida- 
ted. 


For if the Maſters of our 
Grammar Schools teach their 
Scholars the learned Languages 


with 
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with ſome Degree of Succeſs, 
they acquire ſufficient Reputa- 
tion in the Diſcharge of their 
Duty, tho' they pay little or no 
Regard toBranchesof Literature 
infinitely more eſſential to the 
Well-being of the young Gen- 
tlemen committed to their Care, 
ſuch as explaining to them the 
Nature and Deſign of Chriſti- 
anity, &c. Writing Maſters 
in Market Towns and Country 
Villages, are thought to be well 
qualißed for the Inſtruction of 
Children intended for rural 
Employments, Trade and Com- 
merce, provided they can teach 
them to write a good Hand, and 
to underſtand common Arith- 
metic, though they have no 
Senſe of Religion, and conſe- 
quently take no Pains to inſtill 


juft Notions of it into the Minds 


of 


( 109) 
of their Scholars. The Chil- 


dren of Pay-labourers and low 
Mechanics, are brought up in 
the groſſeſt Ignorance, No 
Wonder, therelore, that Licen- 
tiouſneſsand Immorality prevail. 
But vary the Method of Educa- 
tion. Let the riſing Genera- 
tion be taught, upon Chriſtian 
Principles, to be good, rather 
than learned, and they will be 
found to excel the Papiſts, as 
well in Purity of Manners, as 
in the Reaſonableneſs of their 
religious Sentiments. 


LA RELIGION eſt toujours le 
meilleur Garant que !' on pu- 


ite avoir des Meœurs des Hom- 
mes. 


Tur 


Grandeur, &c. des Romains, Ch. 
40, par Monteſquieu, 


(: $40} 

Tux Caſe of the Sick and 
Diſeaſed, requires the Attention 
of much greater Abilities both 
natural and acquired, than I 
pretend to. However, I will 


hazard a few Reflections upon 
the Subject. 


Ont would imagine upon 
ſeeing the Conduct of ſome O- 
verſeers, when their Poor are 
out of Order, or dangerouily 
ill, that they are void of all 
the Feelings of Humanity. Tho' 
it be allowed that to preſerve 
Life, or reſtore the Health of 
an unfortunatediſtrefled Fellow- 
creature is certainly one of the 
greateſt Charities that can be, I 
have frequently ſeen the induſ- 
trious Parent, through the Cru- 
elty of callous Overſeers, 
cut off for want of the Aſhſt- 

ance of the Faculty, The Con- 
ſequence 


55 


ſequence has been, that the un- 
happy Widow and her miſera- 
ble Children, have been forced 
to apply to the Pariſh for Re- 
lief; which, in the Courſe of 
7 or 8 Years, amounted to a 
very largeSum of Money, where- 
as a few Shillings might have 
ſaved the Father's Life, and 
conſequently kept them inde- 
pendant. 


Ir is the Intereſt of every 
Pariſh to furniſh the Poor with 
neceflary medicinal Helps, For 
ſo long as their Health is pre- 
ſerved, Contributions for their 
Aſſiſtance will be very trifling, 
provided proper Methods are 
taken to keep them conſtantly 
employed. 


Taz many magnificent and 


ſuperb Buildings erected and 


endowed : 
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endowed for the Benefit of the 
Sick and Diſeaſcd in the Me- 
tropolis and other Parts of this 
Kingdom, exhibit ſuch laſting 
Monuments of our Liberality 
and Munificence, as not to ad- 
mit of a Doubt, but that Hoſ- 
pitals will, by Degrees, be e- 
rected in all the Counties; which, 
at preſent, have no Infirmaries 
for the Reception of their un- 
happy Poor, who want that 
great Bleſſing Health. 


Bur, even when theſe Inſtitu- 
tions become general, ſome- 


thing more ſhould be done to- 


wards recovering the Health of 


the Poor. 


Any Surgeon and Apot heca- 
ry, diſtinguiſhed for his Tender- 
neſs and Humanity, as well as 
Skill and Ability in his Profeſ- 


ſion, 


TSS.) 

feſhon, who lives in or near the 
Centre of a Hundred, will, for 
various Reaſons, gladly accept 
of 407. a Year for giving his 
Advice, and making up neceſ- 
ſary Medicines for the Poor of 
his reſpective Hundred. The 
Drugs, &c. provided they are 
bought at the beſt Hand, under 
the Direction of proper Judges, 
will rarely amount to above 20 
or 30l. a Year more. 

ALL unmarried Perſons; who 
have neither Children nor- aged 
Parents to afliſt and ſupport; 
after their Recovery, ſhould be 
employed by the Guardians of 
the Poor, till, with the Profits 
ariſing from hate Labour, they 
repay their benevolent Provi- 
ders, the Money they fo kindly 
expended for their Support and 
Cure. This Propoſal is by no 
Means unreaſonable. The ho- 
neſt and induſtrious will thank- 


I fully 


28 — —U—— 2 — 


- — j — 


- * 
nr 136 " 


_ — p * : — 2 — — " 4 
— —„-— ae - — — — — — 
w — — — — ——ů — —— — — ut a 
Is 5 TEES —— — CIV A CET — — 


—— 


— 


— 


. —_— — * — 
— — — i — 
——— a x — —-V—VTê. 


1 — — . 
1 # 
- m= bu — — we 
— 2 — — — — 
2 a 1 . ˙ oe - 


*— — * 


114 

fully comply with it. And 
that Law is moſt equitable, and 
of great Benefit to Society; which 
obliges the lazy and abandoned 
to perform, though by Compul- 
ſion, what the induſtrious and 
valuable Part of Mankind do 
by Choice. 

I XNOW a poor, Day labor- 
er; who ſome Years ſince, 
during a dangerous Fit of 


Illneſs, was ſupplied with 


Money, from Time to Time, 


to ſupport himſelf and Family, 
till it pleaſed God to reſtore his 
Health. In a few Months the 
honeſt Man, though he had a 
Wife and nine Children, with 
great Gratitude, repaid the Pa- 

riſh. | 
Tux City of Lyons in France, 
where ſomething like this laſt 
Propofal is practiſed with Suc- 
ceſs, is much admired for the 
Wiſdom 


2 * 5 5 F 5 * 1 wy 
=» "2 
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Wiſdom and Excellency of its 
Police; which has an amazing 
Influence upon the Conduct 
of the lower Claſs of People, 
whoſe Morals adorn, en- 
rich, and render powerful 
that reſpectable Seat of Vir- 
tue and good Manners. But 
to return from this Digreſſion. 


The Conduct of the Governors, 


Maſters and Miſtreſſes, &c. em- 


ployed in aſſiſting and regula- 
ting the Behavior of the Poor, 
fthould be ſuperintended by 
Gentlemen of Fortune, Inte- 
grity and Honour, 


Tun Governors of our Hoſ- 
pitals in London are Perſons 
or the firſt Rank. © The 
Governorsof the Work houſes 


= 


bs and Hoſpitals in Holland, 


« are the moſt conſiderable 
$. Perſons in the different Ci- 
"0 Kiez 
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ties or Towns, They often 
viſit and ſpend a Day or two 


4n examining the Conduct 


and Management of the 
Houſes under their Care. 
This Office is honourable. And 
whoſoever is named to it by 
the Public Magiſtrates, never 
declines it; becauſe he would 
be looked upon as a ſelfiſh 
Perſon, and not well affected 
to the Common-wealth: be- 
ſides, after ſuch a Refuſal, he 
could never pretend to be a 
Candidate for any Public 
Employment. For none are 
intruſted with conſiderable 
Offices, who have not begun 
with this, and ſhewed their 
Capacity, Integrity and good 
Management.” 

How much this prudent 


Conduct deſerves our Imitation, 
merits the Conſideration of the 


Gentlemen, 


E 
Gentlemen, Clergy, Frechold- 
ers, Burgeſſes, &c. 


Ir is much to be lamented 
that Inſtitutions of this Kind, 
though they promiſe in Theory 
great Benefits to Society, have 
been defeated through the Care- 
leſsneſs and Inattention of the 
Directors, or through the want 
of Abilities and Integrity i in the 
Perſons employed in the Exe- 
cution. For which Reaſon it 
is greatly to be wiſhed that 
Perſons of public Spirit, as well 
as Property, could be prevailed 
upon by way of a ſtanding 
Committee, to ſuperintend all 
Public Inſtitutions, by whom 
the Pretenſions of thoſe claim- 
ing Admittance, ſhould be ex- 
amined, Offenders tried, Mo- 
nies iſſued, Proviſions and Ne- 
ceſſaries examined, and all the 
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important Buſineſs of the dif- 
ferent Departments tranſacted. 

I nave been at a great deal 


of Pains and ſome E xpence i in 
procuring the State of more than 
30 different Workhouſes, K. G. 
Thoſe of Leeds, Mancheſter, 
Liverpool, Briſtol, Exeter, &c. 
&c. The Reſult of my En- 
quiry is this. The Poor of 
ſome of them that are ſuperin- 
tended by Gentlemen, Mer- 
chants and Tradeſmen of Re- 
putation and Honour, partly 
through the Humanity, Bene- 
volence and Prudence of thoſe 
Gentlemen, &c. but principal- 
ly on Account of the Dread and 
Diflike they have of being ſent. 
to a Work-houſe, are ren- 
dred more uſetul, "Lud in ge- 
neral, the Expence of main- 
taining them ſince, has been 
leſs than what it was before 
theſe Work-houſes were erect⸗ 
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ed. In a few Places the Poor 
Rates are much the ſame as they 
were 20 or 30 Years ago, when 
this Method of providing for 
the Poor firſt took Place. But as 
the Number of Poor in thoſe 
Manufacturing Towns is increaſ- 
ed, though that is very far from 
being the Caſe in large Towns, 
from whence many Mechanics 
have migrated to other Places, 
in our own Kingdom, where 
they live cheapear, as well 
as to foreign Parts. The 
Rates, in all Probability, 
had been higher, had it not 
been for thoſe Migrations and 
Inſtitutions, in ſome of which, 
through the Providence and Be- 
nevolence of the Directors, is 
obſervable the pleaſing Cir- 
cumſtance, that the Poor live 
better, In Many Workhouſes, 
however, there are very great 
Irregularities The whole Bu- 


I 4 ſineſs 
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Buſineſs of providing for the 


Poor is made an infamous+ Job: 

they are treated with N egligence 
and Severity, Common Neceſ- 
faries are ſcanty, and of a bad, 
unwholſome Quality. The A- 
ged and Infirm lead a moſt mi- 
ſerable Life, and thoſe who are 
capable of Labour, are treated 
like Vagrants in Houſes of Cor- 
rection. And the Children 
contract Rickets and other loath- 
ſome Complaints; which ſtop 


their Growth, render them un- 


fit 


I There is in general an iniquitous Cor- 

reſpondence carried on between the Super- 
inter dant:, Governors, Clerks, &c. and 
the various Tradeſmen employed to ſup- 
ply theſe Houſes with Proviſions, Cloath- 
ing, &c. How melancholy a Conſideration 
is it that The Charitable Corporation Office, 
incorporated in 1708 for the Relief of the 
induſtrious Poor, by aſſiſting them with 
ſmall Sums, lent upon Pledges at legal 
Intereſt ſhould have 4 Fund of 
690,000/. villainouſly embezzled by the 
Caſhiers, Warechouſe-keepers, &c. who 
led to Fi ANCE, London and | its Environs, 
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fit for Labour, and make them 
wreiched all their Lives. In- 
ſtead of being trained up in the 
Knowledge and Senſe of their 
Duty, they are here brought up 
in Ignorance, and, from their 
Cradles, kabituated to many Vi- 
ces. But I will give the Read- 
cr a more ſtriking, and, perhaps, 
a mare juſt Deſcription of theſe 
Houſes, from a very ſenſible 
Writer. 

* Humanity, ſays this Gen- 
de tleman, is ſhocked at the 
Idea of what is called Vor- 
& houſes, Places where Hun- 
** dreds of Perſons of both Sex- 
© es, and all Ages, are pro- 
«© miſcuouſly huddled together, 
*© lying 3 or 4 in a Bed, and 
{© fed, in ſuch a Manner, as that 
cc the Perſon who farms them, 
{© at the loweſt Price, per Head, 
te among ſeveral Candidates, 
de may get as much as s poſſible 


by 


0 289-4 
by the Bargain. The De- 
ſtruction of young Infants, 
in theſe Places, 1s incredible. 
Nor are they regretted by 
their mercileſs Pariſh Guar- 
dians. Whatever Orphans 
or natural Children are caſt 
upon their Care, are eaſily got 


rid of, in the ordinary Care 


of pariſh Nurſing, without a- 
ny Noiſe, ſince no one is par- 


ticularly intereſted in the 


Welfare of friendleſs Found- 
lings. When the precarious 
Nature of Infant Life, even 
under the moſt judicious 
Care, is conſidered, we can 
eaſily imagine whar muſt be- 
come of N95 tender Beings, 


when deprived of maternal 


Affection, and committed ta 


the unfeeling Management 
of Women, only ſolicitous 
to ſave themſelves from all 


* the 


7 
| 


3 
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4.088; 7 
the Trouble they can, con- 
fined to the fœtid Steams of 
moſt filthy Accumulation of 


poor and dirty People, where 
the very Air to ſuch Chil- 


dren conveys a poiſonous De- 


groe of Malignity. To think 
of this is painful; but to 
ſtep into ſuch Receptacles of 
Poverty to ſee the Fact, and, 
if poſſible, unſeen, to be 
Witneſs to the general im- 
moral Behavior and Depra- 
vity of theſe unhappy Peo- 
ple, regarded by their Go- 
vernor, only in a pecuniary 
View, &c. *. 


Bur it is evident, to a De- 


monſtration, that Workhouſes 
would be very rarely wanted, 


provided 


Vid. Obſervations on the Number 


pnd Mulery of the FO &c. 


* 
x; 
4 

S 
1 
| 
* 
2 
4 

| 
* 
: - 


( 124 ) 

provided Alchouſes; which are 
Seminaries of Idleneſs and 
Drunkenneſs, and of moſt of the 
Irregularities and Diſtreſſes of 
the Poor, were ſtopped up. In 
fhort, let Alehouſes; which are 
the peculiar Source of the 
Diſtrefles and Wretchednefs 
of the Poor, and the Burden 
they bring on the Rich, &c. 
be regulated upon this Plan : 
let proper Care alſo be taken to 
keep the Poor employed, and 
the Expence of providing for 
them will be very trifling. 

Tus End of all Govern- 
ment is the Happineſs of the 
People, and that Happineſs is 
moſt effectually promoted by 
ſecuring their Morals. But to 
produce a Habit of Induſtry in 
the lower Claſs of People, at 
the fame Time that it enriches 
che Community, of which they 
arg 
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are Members, has a more power- 
ful Tendency, than all other 
natural Means, to ſecure and re- 
fine their Morals, 


Tux Italians have a Proverb; 
which expreſſes my Sentiments 
upon this intereſting Occaſion 
with great Power and Conciſe- 
neſs = | 
du un Demonio, Chi ſta in Otio 
du + mille. And what was 
ſaid of the Romans of old is ap- 
plicable to the People of all o- 
ther States and Countries, Po- 
pulo Romano longe melius com- 
mitti Negotium quam otium . 


Induſtry 


+ The Perſon at Work is tempted but 
by one Demon; but the Idle Man s 


tempted, ſolicited and harraſſed by 4 
Thouland. | 


+ Employment is of greater Benefit te 
the Romans than a State of Inaftivi ity. 


Chi fatica e tentato 


2 
> 
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lnduſtry not only keeps the 
common People out of Idleneſs, 
but of Courſe from the Com- 
miſlion of Vice; and; while 
they are making a comfortable 
Proviſion for themſelves and 
Famihes, they become highly 
reſpectable in another Light. 


For their Labour may be juſtly 
conſidered as the principal 


Source of the Riches and Power, 


the Glory, and Happineſs of 
their Country. 


Tut Founders“ of all civil, as 
well as religious Inſtitutions, 
have given all poſſible Encou- 

ragement 


* The Kings of Egypt dug the Lake 
of Mzris and raiſed the Pyramids, more 
with the Intention of keeping the Tempers 
of their Subjects within due Bounds, than 
with the Hopes of perpetuating to Poſte- 


rity thoſe amazing Monuments of their 
Art and Power. 


* 
i 25 1 
Iſs 


Re. - > 


( 127 
tagement to Induſtry, by Im- 
munities, and a great Variety 
of Bounties and Rewards. They 
have alſo enacted a great Num- 
ber of Laws to enforce the 
Practice of it upon the Idle, the 
Indolent and Refractory. And 
the Almighty has given to thoſe 
Laws, by the Publication of 


his Will, the Sanction of a fu- 


ture State of Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments. 

TERE TOR as Induſtry is 
thus eminently conducive to the 
Happineſs of Mankind, the 
great End of all Government, 
we ſhould carefully trace out 


the moſt effectual Methods of 


promoting it. 
ArTER making the niceſt 


Diſquiſitions, it will be found 


that Agriculture, Manufac- 
tures, Trade and Com- 


merce, will always afford Em- 


ployment 
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ployment to the Bulk of Man- 


kind, whom thoſe of higher 


Nacken in Life ſhould encou- 
rage to be induſtrious; or they 
neglect the Happineſs of the 
moſt uſetul Body of People in 
all Societies, as well as the In- 
tereſt and Welfare of the Com- 
munity to which they belong: 
But theſe laudable Endeavors 
ſhould be exerted agreeably to 
the Nature and Relation of 
Things, otherwiſe an Inclina- 
tion to promote theſe noble 
Ends, and even large Sums of 
Money, expended with theſe ela- 
vated Views, will be very incf- 
fectual to the obtaining them. 


Tur Demands for the Ma- 
nufactures of Great Britain, 
would be much greater than 


they are, were it not for the 


Laws; which reſtrain the Liberty 
of 
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of Artiſans in Cities and mar- 
ket Towns. Tis owing to 
theſe Laws, enacted, when the 
Principles oft Trade and Po- 
lity were but ill underſtood, 
that Journeymen of all Trades, 
in London and moſt Corporati- 
on Towns, enter into Combina- 
tions, raiſe the Price of Labour, 
and conſequently the Value of 
our Manutactures, ſo as to en- 
able our Rivals in Trade to un- 
derſell us in foreign Markets. — 
This Affair merits the Conſide- 
ration of a Britiſb Parliament 
Birmingham and a few other 
Places are happily exempt from 
theſe Reſtrictions, and confe- 
quently in a very flouriſhing 
State. 


« I wisn you, ſays an ingeni— 

« ous and learned Corrcipon- 
« dent, to be more diffuſe and 
K more 


cc 


("$90 

© more ſevere on Corporation- 
& laws and Excluſive-charters: 
40 They are the Bane of 
6 Trade; though at their firſt 
* Inſtitution they were the 
Support of it. In Fact, they 
are now— as they at firſt were 
—like the Bounty on Ex- 
ported-corn, and many Draw- 
backs :—proper in the In- 
fancy but pernicious in the 
* Maturity of thoſe Manufac- 
e tures to which they are an- 
% nexed. f 


cc 
cc 
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cc 


cc 


Tun Privileges of incorpo- 
rated Towns muſt certainly be 
founded on bad Policy. For 
how few of them have made 
any, the leaſt Improvement in our 
Manufactures, whilſt the free 
and flouriſhing Towns of Man- 
cheſter, Birmingham, Wolver- 


hampton, and Sheffield, with 


many Places in Yorkſhire 
and 
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and ſeveral other Counties, have 

in a Century or two riſen from 
mall Villages to equal moſt of our 
Cities in Size, and to ſurpaſs them 
in Riches and Opulence? No- 
thing can contribute ſo much 
to the Increaſe of Manufactures 
and Trade as Liberty to all Per- 
ſons ; who have Judgment and 
Circumſtances to follow ſuch 
Branches of Trade as are moit 


ſuitable to their Inclinations 


and Abilities. But in Corpo- 
rations none are {ſuffered to ſet- 
tle, excluſive of thoſe; who 
have acquired their Freedom by 
ſerving their Apprenticeſhips or 


advancing large Sums of Money. 


Theſe Reſtrictions limit both ca- 
pital Tradeſmen and manufactu- 
ring Hands to much the ſame 

Numberatall Times, and givean 
amazing Check to the Induſtry 
and Emulation, 'o conipicuousin 
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(1 
free Towns. The Hardſhip is 
alſo great to many Individuals 


who are bound Apprentices, 
when ſo young as not to be ca- 


pable of judging what Trade 


ſuits their Genius and Diſpo- 
ſition. They are obliged to 
ſerve out, with Diſlike, their 
Time, though, when once free, 
they will never more follow the 
Trades to which they have 
been brought up. Then, as it 
will be too late in Life to en- 
ter into another ſeven Years 
Bondage; they frequently give 
themſelves up to Idleneſs and 
Debauchery, become a Pariſh- 
charge, end their Days in 
a Workhouſe, or perhaps in a 
Manner ſtill more ſhocking to 
Humanity. Excluſive Charters, 
granted to Cities and Corpora- 


tions, are abſolute Prohibitions 


and Hindrances to Ingenuity 
and 
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6. 193.3 
and Art. All Places ſhould befree 
and open to the Induſtrious and 


ſkilful of all Trades and Arts, 


that are conducive to the well 
Being of Society; as it is in the 
learned World with Regard to 
the whole Circle of Arts and 


Sciences. 


PRUp ENT and benevolent 
Perſons, of very moderate For- 
tunes, may, without injuring 
their Cicumſtances, contribute 
very much towards enabling the 

Poor, 


+ See Cantillon, P. 17, and the Caſe of 
the Five Millions, ſold by Mr. Millan, op- 
pofite the Admiralty Office, which renders 
any farther Publication anew the Subject of 
Corporation Laws, excluſive Charters, &c. 


wnneceſſarvy 
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Poor, to live in a comfortable 
Manner. The firſt and moſt 
eſſential Meaſure to be taken, 
in their Favour, is to keep them 
conſtantly employed. By this 
Means, where the Families are 
not very numerous, they will, 
in general, derive a comiorta: 


ble Subſiſtence. 


Wyrar a Pleaſure muſt it af- 


ford every humane and benevo- 
lent Perſon of Fortune, con- 
ſtantly to employ a great Num- 
ber of old and decrepid, as well 
as able-bodied, ſtrong-working 
People upon the juſt Suppoſi- 
tion, that Time is the poor 
Man's Stock in Trade, and that 
to reward him for the good Uſe 
of it is the greateſt of Charities! 
It will make but a ſmall Deduc- 
tion out of the Income of a con- 
ſiderable Eſtate to encourage the 

working 
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working Poor, whom the ge- 
nerous Owner employs, to be 
induſtrious, good and uſeful, — 
to give each of them Winter- 
keeping for a Cow; which would 
make an incredible Addition 
to their domeſtic Comfort and 
Happineſs. 


Wurzz a Gentleman; who 
has acquired a large Fortune, 
in a genteel Profeſſion, and has, 
in a great Meaſure, retired from 
Buſineſs to enjoy the Fruits of 
his former Care and Applicati- 
on, conſiders it as a Duty in- 
cumbent upon him to improve 


and adorn his Eſtate, principally 


for the ſake of furniſhing many 


poor People, who muſt other- 
wiſe be upon the Pariſh, with 


Work to enable them to 


ſupply their Families with the 
Neceſſaries, not to ſay the Con- 
veniencies 
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veniencies of Life ; can he of- 
fer to Gop a more acceptable 
Tribute of Gratitude and Praiſe? 
The Gentleman who takes Pains 
in improving his own Eſtate 
and recommending the ſame 
Conduct to the poor Farmers 
of his Neighbourhood, and fur- 
niſhes little Farmers, with 
the Means of Improvement, 
by introducing, after-repeated 
Tryals, large Quantities of ar- 
tificial Graſs Seeds, paying rea- 


dy Money, and letting his Te- 


nants and Neighbours have 
what Quantities they want to 
ſow, indulging them with a 
ſew Months Credit, and treat- 
ing them with the Carriage ; 
but yet granting this Favor to 
none, excepting thoſe, who en- 
gage to ſow and ls y down their 
Ground with them, every firſt 
Crop, after a Fallow, or Tur- 


nips, 


1 

nips, does a moſt eſſential Ser- 
vice to his Neighbourhood. '4 

To lend any of the labour- 
ing Poor 5 or 10 Shillings, for 
a icw Weeks, to enable them to 
purchaſe a little Malt or Wheat, 
at the beſt Hand, provided they 
engage to keep fron: Alehouſes, 
&c. &c. cannot but be of great 
Benefit to them. 


Ani Method of aſſiſt- 
ing them, would be to lay in a 
large Stock of the Neceſſaries 
of Life, when they are to be 
bought at the. loweſt Prices, 
my to ſupply the Poor with 
them, in Times of Scarcity, 
without advancing thoſe Pri- 
ces. A worthy Clergyman 
in Suftolk lays in a very large 
Stock of Coals, when they are 
cheapeſt. His Wife orders a 


ver y 


4 

very conſiderable Quantity of 
Bacon, to be falted down, at 
the proper Scaſon. He ſets a- 
part 2 Hours, on two ſeveral 
Days 1 in the Week, for ſupply- 
ing the numerous Poor of his 
Pariſh with Coals, and Bacon, 
by ſtatutable Meaſures and 
Weights, ——-at Prime-Coſt, 
(Charges included) and for rea- 
dy Money. This faves the poor 
People full 34.—ſometimes 44d. 
in a Shilling—and moreover 
forces them to ſome Induſtr 
in Order to procure the 27 
ſary Purchaſe-Money. A dou- 
ble Advantage this! and moſt 
worthy of Imitation | 


Wurd Proviſions are extra- 
vagantly dear, the principal 
Inhabitants of a Town or Pa- 
riſh may do very great Services 
to the Poor, by purchaſing the 

| Neceſtarics 
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Neceſſaries of Life in large 
Quantities, and retailing thoſe 
Neceſſaries to them at or under 
prime Coſt. I remember the 
raiſing conſiderable Sums of 
Money, by a general Subſcrip- 
tion in ſeveral Pariſhes, if I 
miſtake not, in the Years 1758, 
1763 and 1767. With this Mo- 
ney large Quantities of Wheat 
were bought and ground into 
Meal; which was diſtributed, 
unbolted, among the Poor, at 
half prime Coſt, in Weights 
proportioned to the Number of 
their Families; which proved an 
incredible Relief to them. 


« AM all the Advanta- 
© ges ariſing to a Gentleman, 
from the Employments of a 
Country Life, the Principal 
< is that of doing good, of 

„ “ which 
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& which no one, in a private 
© Station, has greater Oppor- 
6“ tunities. As I have had ſome 
&« Taſte and Reliſh of theſe 
& Pleaſures, I am defirous to 
“ propagate the Senſe of them, 
& as univerſally as I can, and 
ce it would add greatly to my 
& own Satisfaction to have Par- 
« takers with me in the En- 
& joyment of iti“. 


"fv 


Dr. Bug has annexed to his 
Hiſtory of the Poor Laws and 
Obſervations on the ſaid Sta- 
tutes, an Account of the ſeve- 
ral Schemes publiſhed for re- 
torming the Poor Laws. Be- 
fore I proceed any farther in my 
own Plan, I will lay before the 
Public a Propoſal, tranſmitted 
to me upon this Subject by a ju- 
dicious and worthy Friend. 

+ Life on td; 
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HE Extravagance of the 

Poor, in former Years of 
Plenty, and the preſent Dear- 
* neſs of Proviſions, make an Ap- 
4 plication to the Pariſh- Officers, 
tor their Relief, abſolutely una- 
voidable; which has ſwollen the 
Poor-Rates in ſome Pariſhes to 
ſuch a Degree, that the Own- 
ers or Occupiers of Land, pay 
to 
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( 242 1 
to the Poor double the preſent 
Land- Tax: a) A Load which 
Agriculture cannot ſupport, and 
which will certainly encreaſe 
the Price of the Neceſſaries of 
Life. 


A Schu, therefore, that 
will incourage Induſtry and 
Frugality, and exonerate the 
Land from ſuch a Burden, will, 
it is hoped, merit Attention, 
and be conſidered with Can- 
dour. 


Tur Poor Laws, when en- 
acted, were neceſſary and well 
intended; but now, when 
Shame ccaſes to attend thoſe 

--- what 


(a) The Poor Rates laſt Year (1766) 
for Eſtates in the Pariſh of T n of, 
the yearly Value of 120. amounted to 
30l. 8s, and ſwell this Year to much 
more, 
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that apply to the Publick for 
Relief, they are become the Pa- 
rents of a Life of Idleneſs and 
Diſſipation. No Perſon will 
labour, if he can help it; and 
few poor Perſons will ſtrive to 
lay up Money, when they 
think they have no Occaſion 
for doing it, and that the Pa- 
riſh is obliged to maintain them. 
And if a Perſon can get ſuffi- 
cient in four Days to ſupport 
himſelf for ſeven Days, he will 
keep Holiday the other three : 
that is, he will live in Riot and 
Debauchery. Alt mult be ad- 
mitted, this is not the Caſe with 
all. Numbers lay up a ſmall 
Matter weekly to ſupport them- 
ſelves againſt Sickneſs or Acci- 
denrs, and enter into Societies 
called Clubs, to which they 
pay Six-pence every Month, and 


when lick they receive {if con- 


fined 


. 
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fined to their Bed) fix Shillings 
per Week; if able to walk 
about three Shillings per Week; 
and if incapacitated to Labour, 
by old Age or otherwiſe, two 
Shiilings and Sixpence per 
Week for Life. As this Pay- 
ment and Receipt is found by 
Calculation and Experience, to 
be ten to ſeven in favour of the 
Society, a conſiderable Sum 
mult ſoon accumulate; which 
produces very bad Conſequen- 
ces; as ſuch Sums are veſted in 
the Hands, and at the Diſpoſal, 
of the laborious and indigent 
Poor, who often apply it in 
ſupport of theraſelves and Fa- 
milies, when they enterinto any 
+ Confederacy to raiſe their 

Wages, 


Vid. Definitions and Axioms rela- 
tive to Charity, by the ingenious Mr, Cog- 


per. 


(248: 


Wages, or into any other ille- 
gal Combination; which not 
only injures Trade and Agri- 
culture, but occaſions Riot and 
a Contempt of Law and all Or- 
ders 


To remedy theſe Evils, to 
promote and encourage Induſ- 
fry, to exonerate the Land from 
the Poor Rate, or, at leaſt, to 
leſſen the Poor Rates greatly; 
to provide for the neceſſitous 
Poor in a Manner much better 
than they are at preſent (with 
out that odious Idea they ge- 
nerally entertain of a Depiir1- 
tion of Liberty ina Work-houſe, 
and without laying a Burden 
on any of them, but what the 
prudent Part of the Poor volun- 
tarily lay on themlſclves) | 
It 1s propoſed, that Application 
be made to obtain an Act of 
I, Parliament, 


(.. 146 7} 
Parliament, by which it may 
be enacted, That upon Eaſter 
Monday in the Year 1768 (4) 
or in any ſuoſequent Year, the 
Conſtables and Inhabitants of 
any or every Pariſh in the 
County ſhall aſſemble together 
at the Church of ſuch Parith, 
(Notice for that Purpoſe being 
affixed upon the Door of ſuch 
Church, at leaſt two Sunday 
Mornings before ſuch Meeting, ) 
and if two Parts out of three of the 
Perſons jo aſſembled ſball agree 
4% carry this Af into Execution; 
that then and not otherwiſe, the 

major 


(4) Tf it is thought the Parliament will not 
pals an Act to leave it in the Power of In- 
dividuals, whether they will carry it into 
Execution or not; And if, in that Cale, 
it ſhould be objected that the Scheme would 
too much affect the Liberty of the Poor, 
it is anſwered, that no Puniſhment is in- 
flicted under this Scheme on any pcor Per- 
ſon for not complying with it, but depriv- 
ing them of the Benefit of it. 


4 


major Part of them, ſo and then 
aſſembled upon Eaſter Monday 
in every ſubſequent Year, ſhall 
make a Lift of four or more, 


ſubſtantial Houſholders, living, 


in or near ſuch Pariſh, who, 
each of them, have an Eſtate of 
Lands and perſonal Eſtates, 


clear of all Repriſals, of the 


Value of one Thouſand Pounds; 
and if there ſhould not be fo 
many to be found having ſuch 
Qualification, then they ſhall 
inſert the Names of ſo many 
of the moſt ſufficient and the 
moſt ſubſtantial Houſholders of 
ſuch Pariſh, not ſo qualified; 
and the Conſtable ſhall return 
ſuch Lift unto two Juſtices of 
the Peace, at their then next 


ſpecial Seſſions ; and the Jul- 


tices, from ſuch Liſt, ſhall no- 


minate two of them, to be 


called Truſtees for the Poor of 
ſuch 


„ 


ſuch Pariſh, for the Year en- 
ſuing, and for the Purpoſes of 
this Act. And the major Part 
of them, ſo aſſembled, ſhall e- 
le& one or more Perſon or Per- 
ſons, properly qualified, to act 
as Surgeon or Surgeons for the 
ſaid Pariſh, with a certain ſet- 
tled Salary for the Purpoſes of 
this Act. And if there ſhall 
not be any Perſon, to offer to 
ſerve the Office of a Surgeon, 
or be elected into that Office; 
or if thoſe appointed ſhould ne- 
glect their Duty; or if ſuch 
Surgeon, ſo elected, ſhould 
die, or be removed, the Truſ- 
tees, for the Time being, ſhall 
appoint a Surgeon, when ne- 
ceſſary, and pay him ſuch Sum 
for his Trouble and Medicines, 
as ſhall be thought reaſonable 
by the major Part of the Inha- 
bitants aftembled in Purſuance 


of 
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of Notice for that Purpoſe gi- 
ven, in the pariſh Church, the 
Sunday preceding {uch Meet- 
ing. That every Man above 
twenty one Years of Age (except 
pariſh Apprentices) and under 
fiity one Years, ſhall be obliged 
to pay to the ſaid Truſtees of 
the reſpective Pariſh, in which 
he reſides, or has rehded, the 
monthly Sum of Six-pence, on 
the firſt Saturday in every four 
Weeks, or lunar Month ; and 
every Woman of the ſame Age, 
the monthly Sumof Four-pence. 
If he or ſhe ſhall negle& or re- 
fule to pay ſuch Sums, as afore- 
ſaid, for the Space of one Month, 
as they become due, that, then, 
the Truſtees ſhall have a 
Power to levy treble ſuch Sums, 
with Coſts, by Diſtreſſes; and 
if no Goods, the Perſon, ſo 
neglecting or refuſing, to have 

| no 
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no Benefit of the ſaid Act. 

Ir any Perſon ſhall neglect 
to pay, as aforeſaid, and fhall 
afterwards ſhew a ſufficient 
Cauſe, to be aſcertained on 
Oath, for ſuch Neglect to any 
one Juſtice of the Peace, and 
ſhall pay down to the Truſtees 
ſuch Sums as he would have 
paid, had he not made {uch De- 
fault, he or ſhe ſhall be admit- 
ted to all the Benefit of the ſaid 
AR, provided he or ſhe ſhall 
be at ſuch Time ſound in 
Limbs, and in perfect Hcalth. 


EvERVY Perſon paying as a- 
foreſaid, and receiving as herein 
aftermentjoned, ſhall not be 
deemed to receive Relief from 
the Pariſh, nor be obliged to 
wear any Badge, Letter or Mark 
whatſocver. Every indigent 
Man paying as above, ſhall be 

intitled 


6 
intitled to receive of the ſaid 
Truſtees of ſuch pariſh, Whenhe 
isnot able to work, on account 
of any accute Diſeaſe or Acci- 
dent, provided it be not occaſi- 
oned by any Riot, Rout, or 
any illegal or criminal Act, du- 
ring the time he ſhall be con- 
fined in Bed, for any Time not 
exceeding four Months, the 
weekly Sum of three Shillings, 
and after ſuch four Months, the 
weekly Sum of two Shillings 
and Six-pence, Every Wo- 
man, paying as above, when 
married, and alſo when, and, as 
often as ſhe ſhall be delivered of 
a Child, ſhall be entitled to 
the Sum of twenty-one 
Shillings; and every indigent 
Woman, when ſhe ſhall not be 
able to work; or follow her 
Employment, by Reaſon of any 
Diſeaſe or Accident as aforeſaid, 


VHP 


1 

the weekly Sum of two Shil- 
lings and Six-pence. Every in- 
digent Man, and if he has a Wife, 
having above the N umber of 
two Children, under the Age of 
cight Years, or impotent, as a- 
foreſaid, for each and every 
Child, the weekly 8 Sum of one 
Shilling. And every indigent 
Perſon aforeſaid: when incapa- 
ble of working, through old 
Age, or incurable Infirmities, 
the. weekly Sum of two Shillings 
and SIX- N for Life, = 


Tuz Truſtees for the Time 
being ſhall be impowered- to 
ſubſcribe any Sum to any coun- 
ty, or other general or charita- 
ble Hoſpital,-to enable them ro 
recommend Patients to ſuch 
Hoſpitals, as the Pariſhioners, 
at any Meeting to be held for 
hat Furpoſe, {hall agree to and 

dirc, 


in 

direct. If any Perſon ſhall pre- 
ſume to feign Sickneſs or Lame- 
neſs, or {hall be guilty of any 
Fraud in procuring Aſſiſtance 
from and under this Act, and 
{hall be convicted thereof, by 
the Oath of one Witneſs, be- 
fore any two juſtices of the 
Peace, he or {he ſhall be fined 
and pay {x Shillings, over and 
above the Money he or ſhe ſo 
fraudulently reccived, and all 
Expences attending the Convic- 
tion for the firſt Offence; and, 
for the ſecond Offence, ſhall be 
excluded from any Benefit of, 
or from this Act. 


No Perſon ſhall receive any 
Payment or Benefit of, or from, 
and under this Act, that de- 
parts from one Pariſh to ano- 
ther, unleſs he or ſhe have a 
Teſtimonial under the Hand of 
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Conſtable and Church Wardens 
of the Pariſh, where he or ſhe 
laſt ſerved, and a Certificate, ſet- 
ting forth the particularAccident 
or Diſeaſe, that rendered him or 
her not able ta work, under the 
Hand of the Conſtable and 
Church-wardens of the Pariſh 
where he or ſhe {hall then re- 
ſide. 


Every indigent Perſon a- 
foreſaid, ſhall give immediate 
Notice, when taken ill, to the 


Truſtees, who ſhall order the 


| Surgeon to viſit them as ſoon as 


poſſible: and the Surgeon ſhall 
make a Return to the Truſtees 
of the Caſe and Condition of 
ſuch Perjon ſo viſited; and the 
Pav ſhall commence to be due 
from the Surgeon's firſt Atten- 
dance and Return: and the 
Surgeon {hall make a Return 

| week y 
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weekly of the Sick and Infirm 
under his Care, to the ſaid Truſ- 
tees ; which Returns ſhall be 
taken as proper Vouchers for 
the ſeveral Payments made by 
the Truſtees in Purſuance 
chercof. 


Any one juſtice of the 
Peace, on Application, may 
ſummon Parties, ſettle Diſputes, 
and order what Pay the Par- 
ties ſhall receive, and when ſuch 
Pay ſhall commence or ceaſe, 
with an Appeal to the Quar- 
ter Seſſions, 


Tun Truſtees ſhall produce 
and lodge with the Clerk of the 
Pariſh a juſt and true Account, 
tairly written, on Eaſter Monday 
in every Year, to remain in the 
Hands of the ſaid Clerk, durin 
one whole Week, to be inſpected 


by 
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by any Perſon who ſhall defire 
it, without Fee ; and ſhall de- 
liver in and verify the ſame on 
Oath, as the Church-wardens 
and Overſeers of the Poor are 
directed to do their Accounts by 


the 17th of George II. 


SURPLUSAGE to be applied in 
purchaſing Corn when cheap, 
to be laid up in pariſh Grana- 
ries, or veſted in the Govern- 
ment, or on Turnpike, or land 
Securities, againſt Times of 
Diftreſs and Dearth ; and till 
ſo applied or veſted, it the Sur- 
pluſage amount to upwards of 
twenty Pounds, it ſhall be de- 
poſited in a pariſh Cheſt, ynder 
three Locks, the Miniſter of the 
Pariſh to keep one, the Church- 
wardens another, and the Truſ- 
tees the third. 


Deer- 
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Dexicitncits to be made 
good by and out of the preſent 
Poor Rate, or a Rate on Lands 
agreeable to it. 

Tberantz who ſhall refuſe 
to act, or ſhall be negligent in 
their Office, ſhall forfeit not ex- 
ceeding 40. nor leſs than 50. 

Dr. PRicx's Reaſc ning is ve- 
ry favourable to this Propoſal. 

Tur lower Part of Mankind, 
ſays that judicious Writer, are 
Objects of particular Compaſhi- 
on, when rendered 0 
by Accident, Sickneſs, or Age, 
of earning their Subſiſtence. 
This has given Riſe to many ve- 
ry uſcful Societies among them, 
for granting Relict to one ano- 
ther, out of the little Funds 
ſupphed by weekly Contribu- 
tions. A Society of this Kind, 
framed on the following Plan, 
wauld, probably, thrive, and 
might 


„ 
might, on ſome Accounts be 
more uſeſul than the Inſtitutions 
in Holland, mentioned in P. 118. 


Lr the Society, at its firſt Eſ- 
tabliſhment, conſiſt of 100 Per- 
ſons, all between 3o and 40, and 
whoſe mean Age may therefore 
be reckoned 36; and let it be 
ſuppoſed to be always kept up 
to this Number, by the Ad- 
miſſion of new Members, be- 
tween the Ages of 3o and 40, 
as old Members die off. Let 
the Contribution of each Mem- 
ber be four Pence per Week, 
making from the whole Body, 
an annual Contribution of 8 50. 
176. Let it be further ſuppo- 
ſed that 7 of them will fall eve- 
ry Year into Diſorders, that 
ſhall incapacitate them for 
Weeks. 3o/. 12s. of the an- 
nual Contribution will be uſt 

ſufficient 
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ſufficient to enable the Society 
to grant to each of theſe 125. 
per Week during their IIIneſſes; 
and the remaining 5 5. per An- 
num laid up and carefully im- 
proved at 3+ per Cent, will in- 
creaſe to a Capital that ſhall be 
ſufficient, according to the 
Chances of Life in Tables III. 

IV. and V. tocnable the Society 
to pay every Member, after at- 
taining to 67 Years of Age, or 
upon entering on his 68th Year, 
an Annuity, beginning with 5/. 
and increaſing at the Rate of 
1/. every Year for 7 Years, till 
at the Age of 75, it comes to be 
a ſtanding Annuity of 124. for 
the Remainder of Life. 


Wr ſuch a Society to make 
its Contribution 7 Pence per 
Weck, an Allowance of 15 
Shillings might be made, on . 
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fame Suppoſitions, to every 
Member during Sickneſs ; be- 
fides the Payment of an Annu- 
ity, beginning with 5/. when a 
Member entered a 64th Year, 
and increaſing for 15 Years, till 
at 79, it became fixed for the 
Remainder of Life at 20/+. 

Bur it is in the Power of the 
Legiſlature to contribute great- 
ly to the Relief and well Being 
of the Poor by a Variety of o- 
ther Means. 

Tun moſt powerful King- 
doms, inthe World, have been en- 
riched and aggrandized, either by 
the Conqueſt of other States, by 
Agriculture, or by Manufactures 
and Trade. The Hiſtories of all 
Ages, and of the moſt flou- 
riſhing States, as well as the 


Suf- 


+ See Dr. Price's Obſervations on Re- 
verſionary Payments, P. 120, 121, 


E162; } 
guſtrages of the ableſt Politici- 
ans and wiſeſt Men, confirm the 
Truth of this Obſervation, 


Bur the firſt of theſe Means 
of enriching a Country, is high- 
ly unjuſtifiable. For the Con- 
queror, who extends and en- 
larges his Dominions by the 
Force of Arms, grofly iniring- 
es and invades the Rights and 
Liberties of Mankind, and 1s 
frequently guilty of Bloodſhed 


and Devaſtation. 


Or the other Sources of 
Wealth, and more natural Me-- 
thods of adding to the Riches 
and Power of any C ountry, 
Agriculture, for various Reaſons, 
claims the firſt Place in our 
Thoughts. 
 MonrzsqQu1zv, indeed, ſays that 
e the Culture of the Soil is the 
M greateſt 


(1642 
. « greateſt of all Manufactures, 
1 *© and the trueſt Source of * 
1% „ Riches.” 
. 
1 By Means of Agriculture we 
Wy. are furniſhed with Food, and 
1 with moſt of the Materials, of 


which our Garments are fabri- 
cated, for our Support and Pre- 
ſervation; and by exporting the 
Superfluities, by which I mean 
what remains of thoſe Commodi- 
ties after our own Meceſſities are 
ſupplied, we bring back the 
Productions of other Countries, 
for the greater Convenience and 
Comfort of our Lives, 


WuarsokVzR, therefore, has 


a Tendency, to improve our 
Knowledge and Skill in Agri- 
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0 culture, muſt enable us, not 
1 | 
Wl ills I Eſprit des Loix, T. II. L XXI. C. 


(. 10g 3 
only to raiſe more Corn, but to 
bring up greater Numbers of 


Cattle, and conſequently to 
make Proviſions cheaper, 


As the Capital is, in all 
Countries, the central Focus of 
Conſumption and Luxury, and 
conſequently the Source of ma- 
ny Evils, ſuch as dearneſs of 
Proviſions, Depopulation, &c. 
the Adminiſtration, that ſhould 
correct theſe Effects, by encou- 
raging Cultivation and Improve- 
ments, would do a ſignal Ser- 
vice to the State. 

Bur the Introduction of a 
cheaper and better Manure than 
any now in Uſe, will be an in- 
credible Improvement of Agri- 
culture. 

IN the Environs of Cities and 
great Towns, Dung, Cinder- 

aſhes, the Dirt of the Streets, 
| M 3 &. 


( i 04. ) 
&c. are bought of Scavengers, 
by Gardeners and Farmers, tho' 
they cannot be ſupplied with 
the large Quantities for which 
they have Occaſion, even at ex- 
travagant Prices. 


1 


Tuz Manure, in Places at 
ſome Diſtance from great 
Towns, is common Dung, Oi l- 
cakes, Lime, &c. 


—— — — 
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AN Acre of Ground cannot 
be well covered with leſs than 
15 Cart Loads of Farm-yard 
Dung; which is Eighteen Pence 
a Load. The carrying and 
ſpreading muſt enhance the Va- 
lue to another Shilling a Load; 
ſo that a good Coat of Dung, 
on an Acre of Ground, cannot 
ſtand the Farmer in leſs than 


IJ. 175. 6d, But a ſufficient 
Quantity 
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B 
Quantity of it is not to be pur- 
chaſed, at any Rate. He there- 


fore ſupplies the Deficiency with 
Oyl-cakes, 


FogRION Oil-cakes; which 
were ſold, 20 Years ago, at 35 
and 40s, per Ton, ſell now at 
41. and 4 Guineas, being charge- 
able with a Duty of 25 per Cent 
ad Valorem, beſides Cuſtom- 
houie and Port-charges, 


Ir the Duty was taken off, 
the Price of them and our own 
Oil-cakes would be reduced, 


Bor, as Matters now ſtand, 
halt a Ton of Oil-cakes, 4% will 
not do, for an Acre of Ground, 
allowing 5s, for Carriage, 
breaking and ſowing, will a- 
mount to 475, 
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For theſe Reaſons the Quan- 
tity of Corn ſown and raiſed is, 
by no Means, fo conſiderable as 
it might be, if Farmers were 


ſupplied with Manure, in great- 


er Plenty and upon eaſter Terms. 


TI nave heard one of the 
beſt Farmers in the Kingdom 
declare, ſome Jime fince, that 
he ſhould ſow twice the Quan- 
tity of Wheat, &c. that he does 
at preſent ſow, it Manure, of the 
ſame Quality with common 
Dung, could be bought and 
ſpread at halt the Price of 


Dung. 
TE 


+ If the Farmers would petition the 
Members of their reſpective Counties, 
humbly requeſting them to uſe their En- 
deavours to have the Act; which lays a Du- 
ty upon foreign Oil-cakes, repealed, they 
would undoubtedly, be relieved. Tis ex- 
tremely ill judged to lay a Duty upon Oil- 
cake or any other Manure. A Douceur to 
encourage the Importation of them, would 


be much more reaſonable, 


(. 107. 
Tur ſaline Particles of Ma- 


nure are the principal Cauſes of 
Vegetation. 


Tu common Experience of 
Huſband-men, who manure 
their Lands with Sea- ſand, Sea- 
ooze, Cragg, &c. confirms this 
Opinion“. 


Tur Efficacy of Sca-ſand is 
very great. In ſome Counties, 
upon the weſtern Shore, the 
Farmers ſpread from 100 to 1 50 


Horſe-loads of it upon an Acre 
of Ground. 


AND 


The burning of tte Surface of Clay- 
ground, about two Inches thick, plough- 
* ed up, when dry and thrown into Heaps, 
{© with Faggots of Furze or Ling under 
** them”, is recommended by Mr. Hit. P. 
13. | 
ES ſpeaking of Cornwall, ſays — 
© But they make the County exceedingly 
* rich, with a ſort of Sea-weed, called Ore- 
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6168 ) 
AnD they are obliged, by a 


particular Covenant, in their 
Leaſes, to lay 100 Horſe-loads 
upon every Acre of Ground, 
when broken after a Fallow, 
and take but 3 Crops aiter ſuch 

1 Dret- 


“ wood, and a fat Kind of Sea-iand”. 

In P. 2 of the Additions to Toe Hiſtory 
ef Cornwall, publiſned in Hiſbop Gibſon's E- 
dition of Canhaci!'s Uriianma, in 1695, we 
Sg They alſo have the Freedom to 

ake Sand out of the Sea, and carry it 
5 88560 0 the Whole Country, to manure. 
& their Ground withal, This is a grant, 
&* by Richard Duke of Cornwall, which is 
% confirmed An. 45 Hen. III. by that 
“ King; whereupon in ine next Reign, 
„% upon an Inquiſition, we find a Complaint, 
<« that Saltaſh ha lately taken yearly 125. 
« for each Barge that had carried Sand up 
« the Tamar; whereas Nothing ought to 
% have been demanded. 

* By this it appears; that ever ſince Hen- 
cc ry III. atlcait, this has been the chief 
&« Way of improving their Grounds: and 
they {till continue the fame Method; car- 
* rying it ten Miles up into the Country, 


( 169 ) 


a Dreſſing, till they give it a 
Fallow, &c. again. This is 
the Practice, in many Places, 
very near the Sea But at the 
Diſtance of 15 or 10 Miles from 


it, which is, I believe, the 


greateſt 


and for a great Part of the Way too up- 
on Horſes' Backs. One might be more 
& particular here upon the ſeveral Sorts of 
* Sand, and of their Manner of uſing them; 
but an ingenious * Diſcouric upon this 
«© Subject, has ſuperſeded that Labor; 
however, what Mr. Ray has communi- 
e cated concerning the Virtue of the Sand, 
&© may perhaps be not uaacceptable. He 
« is ct Opinion that it depends chiefly up- 
« on the Salt mixt with it; which is ſo 
«© copious, that in many Places, Salt is 
&« boiled out cf a Lizivium made of the Sea- 
« fand; and the Reaſon why Sand, after 
& jt hath lain long in the Wind, proves leſs 
& uſcful and enriching, is, becadſe the 
„ Dews and Rain; which fall upon it, 


*. ſweep away a good Part of its Salt. 


* Philoſph, Tranſact. N. 113, P. 293. 


E 
greateſt that Sea-ſand is carried 
to, they uſe from 30 to 50 
Loads an Acre. 

Tux fertilizing Quality of 
Sea-ooze is amazingly great, 
being a Compoſt of uliginous 
and unctuous Particles, ſtrongly 
impregnated with Salts, This 
valuable Diſcovery has not fallen 

under 


2 9 
* 
2 S W 


In ſpeaking ot the Improvements i in De- 
vonſhire, the fame Writer ſays, © They o- 
* verſpread their Lands with a certain 
* Sand from the Sea, which renders it very 
& fruitful, and as it were impregnates the 
„ Glebe; and therefore in Places more re- 
* mote from the Shore, it is bought dear”. 

The Dearneſs of Sand (mentioned by Mr. 
Cambden) by which they improve their 
Ground, has, I ſuppoſe, in ſome Places, put 
them under a Neceſſity of uling Marle, 
Lime, and the Turf of the Ground ſinned 
off, and burnt to Aſnes; a Method of A- 
c oriculture very agreeable to Virgil's Rule. 


Sepee tiam ſteriles, &c. 1 Georg. 
For a more particular Account of the 
Mode of Farming in Devonſhire, ſee the 


late Profeſſor Bradley 'SPhiloſophical Works 
oi * Ature. 


43% 50 
under my Obſervation, 'till very 
lately, and the Utility of it is 
but little known, 


In the Hundred of 4 Wirrel, 
between the Dee and Merſey 
the Farmers lay on a very thick 
Coat of Sea-OO:ze, the Virtue of 
which laſts for 20 Years, 

Tunia Mode of doing it is 
very fingular. The whole 
Neighbourhood unites and aſ- 
fiſts, one Farmer, one Year, a- 
nother the following, and ſo 
on by Rotation, annually im- 
proving the Lands of the Hun- 
dred as they come in Courſe, 


Turrs are two Farmers of 
my Acquaintance, who, by the 
Uſe of it have this laſt Year raiſed 
Crops of Corn and Turneps 
greatly beyond any Thing of the 
ie | Kind 

+ Cambden writes it Wire-hill, 


(„ 
K ind done in the caſtern Part of 
his Kingdom before. 


« Cracs, or Shell, {ays Mr. 

« Kirby, ſo uſeful, in improv- 
“ ing Land, in Suffolk, was 
ce firſt diſcovered at Levering- 
<« ton in that County, by Ed- 
& mund Edwards, in 1718, 
% tho' it appears from Books 
ce of Agriculture, that the like 
«© Manure has been long ſince 
cc uſcd in the Welt of England. 
«© Edwards, being covering a 
« Field with Muck out of a 
«© Yard, and wanting a Load 
©« or two to finiſh, carried ſome 
of the Soil, that lay near his 
Muck, 


+ Tn Northumberland a rich Compoſt 
is uſed of the Alga marina, or Sea-weed, 
and Lime mixed together. In ſome Parts 
of Scotland, eſpecially on the eaſtern Side 
of Berwickſhire, where fine Crops of Whear 
are raiſcd, they uſe no Manure but Sca- 
weed; which abounds on that Coait, 
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Muck, though it looked to 
be no better than Sand ; but 
obſerving the Crop to be 
beſt, where he laid that, 
he was, from thence, incou- 
raged to carry more of it next 
Year; and the Succeſs he 
had, encouraged others to do 
the like. This uſeful Soil 
has been found in great Plen- 
ty, upon the ſides of Vales, 
as may reaſonably be ſuppo- 
ſed to have been waſhed by 
the Sea, either at Noan's 
Flood, or by the Force of 
Tides, to ſome Places ſince 


forſaken by the Scat. 


Is the Weſt of Cornwall, 


where Pilchards are catched and 
cured in ſuch great Plenty, 


there 


} Vid. Kirby's Hiſtory of Suffolk and 


its Antiquities, 


( 7174 ) 
there is a great deal of foul $ Salt 
with which they dreſs their 
Lands. The Effects of it are 
wonderful, and are pointed 
out at large in The Cauſes of the 
Dearneſs of Proviſions, &c+. 

Bur as there are two + Writers 
of conſiderable Abilities ; who 
think that Salt is not endowed 
with any {fertilizing Quality I 
will lay before the Reader Co- 
pe of ſeveral Letters that I 

ave received, leaving him to 
decide in Favour of, or againſt 
the Queſtion, as his own Judg- 

ment ſhall direct. 
TE 


$ By a late Act of Parliament; which I 
have not ſeen, foul Salt, a Friend informs 
me, 1s no longer chargeable with a Duty : 
ſo that the Efficacy of Salt, as a Manure, 
will, in all probability, be ſoon more clearly 
aſcertained by Experiments. 

+ Printed at Gloceſter, and ſold by 
Dodſley and Millan, P. 47, 50. 

+ Home on the Principles of Vegetation, 
and Count Gyllenburgh, 


„„ 
Taz Subſtance, nay the very 
Words of thoſe Correſpon- 


dents are as follows: 


Letter T. 
SIR, 

On Tun of Salt will do 3 
Acres well. It coſt 3/. 1os. od. 
I ſowed it out of a Seed-leap, 
by Hand, as Corn. I think it 
anſwers very well, but I have 
had Trial only of one Crop. It 
does beſt in dry Weather, I 
do not think it will anſwer up- 
on wet Land. My Wheat, laſt 
Year, was ſown upon flat Work, 
and the Salt ſown after the 
Wheat was up. This Year the 
Wheat and Salt were both ſown 
on the Land, and plowed in to- 
gether and made into Ridge- 
work; and at preſent is very pro- 
miſing, | 

February . 1771. 
Lett2r 


1 
Litter IT. 
OIR, 

& TH Price I gave for foul 
Salt is 3/. 3s. od. per Ton. I 
tried it for Turneps, laid about 
+ of a Ton per Acre. Laſt Year 
I tried it for Wheat. The 
Wheat was ſown above Furrow , 
I tried different Quantities for 
the Wheat but I cannot itrong] V 
recommend it, as to a ſecond 
Crop, I have no Opinion of be- 
ing but little Service to it. 


March 18th, 1771”. 
Letter III. 


SIR, 


„ As to Salt only threw 
about one Buſhel on about a 
Rood of Land, ſown with Oats; 


which made it appear more vi- 
gorous 


„ 
gorous in the Spring; but there 
was no perceptible Difference in 
the Corn at Harveſt, or in the 
Hand ſince. | 
March 23d, 1771. 


Letter IT. 
SIR, 


«© Wirn Regard to Salt, by 
way of Manure, a Hundred 
Weight, or two Buſhels ſown by 
Hand like Corn, is ſufficient for 
an Acre of Ground. I have 
ſown it both tor Wheat and 
Barley and found it made a re- 
ma: k able Difference in the Crop. 
I nican between that Part of the 
Ground; which was own with 
it, and that, which was not. I 
am not certain whether its Vir- 
tue remains any longer tian one 


Year. But I think it muſt be 


Equal to Oil- cakes. The Charge 
N and 


— re iz 


1 
and Trouble attending it is 
much leſs than either of them 
Or Dung ſo that it may be re- 
peated more frequently. Iſhould 
adviſe it to be ſown immediately 
before the Seed, and turned in 
with the Plow, or harrowed, 


pro Re nata. 


Letter . 


« Ty this Pariſh the Farmers 
are obliged to lay on 100 Horſe- 
loads of Sea ſand. You will 
pleaſe to obſerve, though the 
Tenant is obliged to lay on 
a 100 Loads; yet thoſe, who 
are near the Sand, carry fre- 
quently 200, and out of this 
Dreſſing they take frequently 
3 Crops, Whcat, Barley and 
Oats, then lay down with Clo- 
ver or other Graſs: where the 
Ground is Furzy it is beat hack- 


ed and burat. I apprehend 
| the 
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the Bencfit the Land receives 
from this Manure is derived 
from the ſaline Particles, in 
which Sca- ſand abounds. We uſe 
no Salt here for the Improve- 
ment of our Farms. But in the 
Weſt of Cornwall, where Pil- 
chards are caught a curcd in 
great plenty, there is a great deal 
of foul Salt, with which they 
dreſs the Ground, and it anſ- 
wers to a Wonder. 


* 

My Correſpondent, in that 
County, gives the following 
Account of their Method. Some 
{ow it as we do Corn, x8 or 20 
Wincheſter Buſhels to an Acre : 
others mix it with Earth and 
Dung letting it ferment and fre- 
quently turning it, I do not find 
they are tond w it for their 
Wheat Crops. But the prevail- 
ing Method is to ſow it with 
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their Turneps or Barley. And 
that Dreſſing will produce a 
Crop or two very good in 
coarſe, moory Heath-land. Their 
Land is there of acoarſe gravelly 
Soil that will bear nothing but 
Heath, unleſs dreſſed: and with 
ſuch Dreſſings as abovementi- 
oned, they frequently have 50 
or 60 Wincheſter Buſhels an 
Acre. 


Urox rgy learning by your 
Letter, that you had been in- 
formed by a Liverpool Gentle- 
man, that fa]: is not endowed 
with any fertilizing Quality, and 
reading Count Gyllingburg, 
lately tranſlated by Mr. Miller, 
on the ſame Subject, I acquaint- 
ed my worthy Friend from 
whom I had received the 5th 
Letter, with the Doubts that 
had been communicated to me 

about 


(E181) 


about it by a private Gentleman 
of great Experience, as well as 


by 


the learned Swediſh Noble- 


man's Publication, I give you 
the Anſwer with which I was 


favoured from him on Wedneſ- 


day laſt, 
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« T nave not ſeen the Book 
you mention about Salt-dreſ- 
ſing. But I think it would 
not change my Oninion, as 
I am certain ſcraul Salt is a 
fine Manure, whether pro- 
ceeding from the Spirit in the 
Salt itſelf, or the Oil from 
the Fiſh, with ſome broken 
Picces of Fiſh that were in it, 
I cannot ſay. But it may be 
overdone. It was a kind of 
{parry Soil, where I have 
known it uſed with Succels. 
Sea-fand is alſo a good Dreſ- 


ſing, in aclayey, tiff Soil, 


3 as 


1 


* as it opens and breaks its Co- 
© heſions, and cauics a Fer- 
mentation favourable to Ve- 
getation''. 
I TRANSu TTT RED Copics of 
the foregoing Letters to a (on- 
tleman to whom the Public is 
greatly indebted for his bier 
vations upon many jatereſ 1: 2 
Subjects, with the ioliowing 
Apology and Requeit. 

Ir my Opinion, as to the fer- 
tilizing Power of Salt, is w g, 
I ſhall be very glad to ſce it re- 


cc 
cc 


futed For I would not, upon 


any Account, miſl:ad any Per- 
ſon in an Affair of this Conſe- 
quence. Upon the other Fand, 
if I am right, to have my Sen- 
timents upon the Subject pro- 

agated, v ill be of great Benefit 
to the Publick, If you, Sir, ei- 
ther from your own Experience, 


Or from the Trials of your 
F ricnds, | 


331 #$F = 
Friends, ſhould make any Diſ- 


coveries upon this intereſting 
Queſtion, I ſhall be very thank- 
ful to you for them, 


He favoured me with the fol- 


lowing Remarks upon theſe 
Articles. | 


* àu greatly obliged to you 

% for the Trouble you have 
taken in tranſcribing the Let- 
ters of your Friends reſpect- 
ing Salt as a Manure. They 
ſerve to corroborate the Opi- 
nion I had entertained of it. 
Salt, when joined to any 
«© Thing of an oleaginous Na- 
ture, forms a Kind of ſoapy 
„ Mucilage; which makes a 
very efficacious Manure. Let- 
ter 5th, agrees with this, in 
what 1t relates of 1ts Virtue, 
*© when firſt uſed in curing Pil- 
N 4 chards, 
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chards. So I conceive if it 
be ſown on Land that a- 
bounds with any Thing of an 
oily Nature, twill prove uſe- 
ful, but will add little to dry 
bation Lands, unleſs mixed 
with ſomething of an unctu- 
ous Nature, as Dung, &c, 


© HOowWwEVIR, I am of Opi- 


nion, ſufficient Tryals have 
not yet been made to aſcer- 
tain any Thing certain about 
it. All depends upon Ex- 
periments, and when J am 
fortunate enough to make 
any Diſcovery reſpecting it, 


I ſhall communicate it to 


you with great Pleaſure”, 


Brzeoxe I quit this Subject, 


I will tranſcribe a few Paſſages 
from two ſenſible Writers, 


Tg 
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“ To every Acre of Ground 


you ſhould take two Buſhels 
of very dry Bay-falt, and in 
ſuch Manner as you ſow your 
Wheat, you ſhall ſow this 
Salt upon the Ground, then 
immediately after the ſowing 
of the Salt, you ſhall ſow 
your Wheat, which Wheat 
would be thus vrepared be- 
fore you ſow it: the Dar be- 
fore you are to ſow your 
Grain, you ſhall take Bay- 
ſalt and Water, and mixing 
them together, make a Brine 


ſo ſtrong that it will bear an 
Eng, then put the Wheat 


885 

you are to ſow into that Brine, 
and let it ſteep therein till the 
next Day, then drain it as 
clean as may be from the 
Brine, and ſo ſow it; har- 
row it, clot it, and weed it, 
as before declared, and no 

Doubt 
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Doubt you ſhall find a mar- 


velous Increaſe thereby : for 
this, I can aſſure you, from 
a moſt certain Knowledge, 
and a moſt worthy Relation, 
that a Gentleman buying 
ſome Store of Seed Wheat, 
and inforſt to bring it Home 


by Sea, by ſome caſual Means 


ſome of the Sacks at the un- 
la:ling, fell into the Sea, and 
were much drencht in the 
Salt- water, whereat the Gen- 
tleman being grieved (as 
doubting ſome Hurt to come 
at the Seed) yet inforſt of 
Neceſſity to make uſe there- 


of, cauſed all the Wheat 


which was ſo wet to be ſown 
by itſelf, in a particular 
Place, and upon the worſt 
Ground that he had, as much 
deſpairing in the Increaſe 
thereof; and it is moſt infal- 


libly 


(389 


* libly true that of that wet 


Seed, he received at leaſt five- 
fold more Profit than the 
other; and thence it came 
this Experiment of Bryne and 
the towing of Salt hath taken 
Place; from which the pain- 
ful! Huſb: .ndmar hath found 
ſuch infinite Increaſe to a- 
riſe, that the Uſe thereof will 
ntver be laid down in this 
Kingdom, neither in the 
hing itſelf, without good 
and ſtrong Probability of 
much Increaſe and Strength 
for the bettering of all kind 
of arable Grounds: for there 
is nothing which killeth 
Weeds, Quicks, and other 
Ottences of the Ground ſo 
mach as Saltneſs ; for what 
makes your Pigcons Dung 
and Pullens Dung to be bet- 


ter for arable Grounds, than 


any 
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any other Manure whatever, 
but by Reaſon of the Saltneſs 
thereof, by which Saltneſs 
alſo, you may judge the 
Strength and Heat thereof. 


© Now again you ſhall un- 
deritand, that as you thus 


wet or ſteep your Wheat- 


ſeed, ſo you may alſo ſteep 
any other Seed, as Barley, 
Oats, Beans, Peaſe, Lupins, 
Fetches, and ſuch like ; of 
which, your Beans, Peaſe 
and Lupins, you may ſteep 
more than any of the reſt, 
and your Oats the leaſt. As 
touching Rye, it ſhall be 
good not to ſteep it at all, 
for it is a great Enemy to all 
manner of Wet and * Moiſ- 
ture, 


To 


Markam's Farewell to Huſbandry, 
21, 22 and 23; printed in 1620. 
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© To ſhew an Acquaintance 
the Effects and Advantages 
of Salt, properly applied to 
Vegetables, I made the fol- 
lowing Experiment, in an 
extraordinary dry Summer, 
upon a bare I ec of Paſture- 
land, out of which the Cat- 
tle were al: taken, for want 
of Graſs; I marked 4 Places 
with Stakes, each of which I 
waterel 9 Nights ſucceſſive- 
ly, in the foll; er 
the firſt with Spring- water 
alone to the Quantity of a 
G-ilon ; the Second with the 
ſame Quantity of Water, ad- 
ding an Ounce of common 
Salt; the 3d and 4th with 
the ſame Quantity, mixing 
the Water in the 3d Place 
with 2 Ounces of Salt; and 


that in the 4th with 3 Oun- 
F*: 20% 
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ces, which produced the {ot- 
lowing different Effects. 


c Tys Graſs in the 26 
Place grew more, and of a 
darker Green than that in 
the firſt; in the 3d it only 
orew by Spots: for Part of 
it was killed, where the 
greateſt Quantity of Water 
fell; and the Fourth was 
quite brown for a greatcr 
Compaſs than the 3d, by 
which it appeared that ah 
Ounce of Salt in a Gallon of 
Water had a better Effect 
than the Water had alone ; 
and that 3 Ounces of Salt, 
mixed with a Gallon of Wa- 
ter, was more than the Grafs 
could immediately bear; 
but the 4th Flace in the en- 
ſuing Spring, was the moft 
of them all ; which was ow- 
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litt on Fruit Trees, P. 17, 20. 
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ing to the Winter's Moiſture 
diluting the Salt. So the 
Salt muſt be of great Service 
to Land, how dry ſocver, as 
appeared by the common Salt 
and Water, uſed as above- 
mentioned. Freſh Earth is 
of no farther Service to Trees 
than by the Salts therein con- 
tained ; which it has at va- 
rious Times received from 
the Excrements of Cattle, 
long paſturing upon its Sur- 
face, tne ſaline Particles of 
which, deſcending to the 
Roots of the Graſs, render 
the Earth more fertile. 


« The Quantity of Land 
watered in each Place, was 
about 5 ſuperficial Yards, 
that 1s the Nine Hundredth 


and 68th Part of an Acre*”, 
GLAUBER, 
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ee GLAUBER, among many = 
ther uſeful Experiments, on 
Salts, relative to their vegeta- 
ting Quality, found that no 
Manure of the Kind had 
ſuch Power in Tillage, as Sca- 
ſalt calcinated in a Lime mix 
ture. 


His Preſcription is this: 


« To every four Hundred 
Weight of Lime flacked in 
the A, add one Hundred 
Waight of common Salt: 
Tempe theſe together with 
Urine to a ſtiſ Mortar, which 
make into {mall oblong Rolls, 
and dried ; when done, lay 


a Layer of Wood, then a L.ay- 


er of theſe Ralls, and ſo on 
till the Quantity is piled up, 
which ſet Fire to, and let the 

Whole 
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Whole burn out, taking 
Care, that no Rain or Wet 
get to the Lime in {lacking, 
or theſe Mortar Rolls in burn- 


ing. 


« Wrrn burnt, powder it 
fine; and let it lay half a 
Year, often turning it, in a 
dry Place; in the Air, that it 
may be contempered and a- 
nimated by the Air, or ſown 
on the Land ſo long before 
the Seed be fown””. 


„Tux Expence of it muſt 


differ, as the Ingredients dif- 
fer in Price. 


fa 

« Bur ſuppoſe 4 Hun- 
dred of Lime at 4 8 
One ditto of Salt, 6 
12 6 
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« Trar 1s 25. 64. per Hun- 
c“ dred Weight, and 125. 64. 
per ACTE, 

« Tawis Expence bears no 
« Proportion to the Advantage 
« ariſipg therefrom, when we 
*« conhider its Utility in deſtroy- 
ing every Worm, in prevent- 
ing the Ground being loaded 
« with Filth from the Dung- 
6 heap, Poiſon, and its fertili- 
zing Property“ . 
ErrHer Salt, or this Manure 
of Glauber's, would be of conſi- 
derable Service alſo to large Por- 
tions of Land in Cheſhire, Nor- 
folk and other Counties, where 
Improvements have been made 
by the Uſe of Marle; and yet, 
wherethe Crops, in many Places, 
are leſs than they were a few 
Years ago, The Reaſonof which 
is this The Spirit and Efficacy 
of 


Vid. Peter's Winter Riches, p. 162, 3. 
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1053 
of Marle will laſt about 20 Years, 
but not much longer; it now be- 
gins to wear out in many Parts, 
and no Land will bear a ſecond 
Coat of this Manure, ſo well as 
it did the firſt, no good Prof- 
pect this for ſeveral Farms, un- 
leſs ſome other cheap gubit: tute 
can be difcovered “*. 


Ir 
* People who think that the Uſe of 


Marle, as a Manure is a modern Improve 
ment, are under a great Miſtake We 
learn from Pliny that the Celtæ of Britain 
and of Gaul applicd it to the Purpoſes of 
Agriculcure. Alia eſt Ratio, quam Bri- 
tannia & Gallia invenere alendi eam ipſam 
quod Genus vocant Margam, &c. C. Plin. 
Nawral Hiſtr. Lib. VI. Cab. 6, 7. Ke. 
That the Uſe of it has been ever ſince con- 
tinued in {ome Degree, in this Kingdom, 
we learn from our Hiſtories, and Statutes. 
A Statute paſſed in the gth of Hen. III. giv- 
ing Liberty to fink Marle Pits—Every Mian 
may ſink a Marle Pit in nis own Ground 
without paying 2 Tax to the King; this is 
a Proof of an carlier Attention and Know- 
ledge in the Improvement. of Land than is 
to be found in any other Country in the 
ſame Century. In Ed. IV. Cap. 4. We 
have this remarkable Account. 'Marle is 
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Ir our Foreſts, Chaſes, Waſtes, 
Cominons, &c. that Iye uncul— 
ti vated, and conſequently are of 
little or no Benefit to the Go- 
vernment, or tothe Community, 
were incloſed and leaſed out, in 
imall Farms, and at a very 
moderate Rent, to honeſt and 
deſerving, though poor Familics, 
the Neceſſaries of Life would be 

much 
a kind of Shi Stone or Chalk, which Men 
in diverſe Countics of this Realm caſt upon 
Acres of Land to make it more plentitul. 
It is called Malen. Ihe great Number of 
Pits, obſcrvable in many Counties, confirm 
this Truth, to well atteſted in Hiſtory. 
Whoever would ſee this Subject more fully 
diſcuſſed and illuſtrated, will be highly en- 
tertained, if he has Recourte to the valuable 
Hiſtory of Mancheſter, late publiſhed by 
the learned and ingenious Mr. Whitaker, 
P. 212, 13. 

+ Iris almoſt impracticable to procure 
from the reſpective Offices, the neceſſary 
Information relating to the Revenue ariſing 
from the King's Chaces, Foreſts, &c, at- 
ter the Salarics of the Officers are deduct- 


ed: either the Nobility, Gentry, &c. up- 
on hom thoſe Places are beſtowed, have 


Be. 
much cheaper, and Population 
would be + increaſed, 


WaI TER Maps; who was a 
judicious Writer in the 11th 
Century, has tranſmitted to Poſ- 
terity a juſt Cenſure upon the 
Conduct of Milliam the Con- 
gueror, who deſtroyed ſo many 
Towns, Villages and Churches, 

2 turning 


* ä 
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it in Charge, not to diſcloſe his Majeſty's 
Rights; or they are afraid ſome Scheme 
may be ſet on Foot for rendering theſe vaſt 
Waſtes of ſome Utility to the Publick. 
Application has been made, by ſome in- 
genious Friends of mine, to Gentlemen of 
their Acquaintance in Office : but they 
hive ever been put ofi with Excules tanta- 
mount to a Refuial, 

Our Foreſts are in Number 69 ſome 
of them very extenſive and fertile. Some 
make the Ground afforeſted, in New 
Foreſt in Hampfhire, not leſs than 50 
Milcs in Circumference. Our Chaces are 
13, cur Parks above 700, our Commons, 
Hills and Mountains are without Number. 

— — Ssdon ma 
* Laughing Ceres reaſſume the Plain”, 
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turning the poor Inhabitants 
a Drift, and converting the 
| Country, for more than zo Miles 
in Circumſerence, into what is 
now called /Vew Foreſt. He 
« took away much Land from. 
Gop and Man, and converted 
© it to the Uſe of wild Beaſts 
« and the Sport of his Dogs, 
« by which he demoliſhed 36 
© Mother Churches, and drove 
away the poor Inhabitantst”. 
Trurla adimit Divis, Fora, 
Civibus, arva Colonis. 

W live in a more enlighten- 
ed Age, but yet not without 
many Remains of antient Bar- 
bariſm and Ferdcity. 

WIIII not the Faith of Poſte- 
rity be blended with ſome De- 
grees of Doubt, concerning the 
Improvements, of which we 

5 boaſt 


+ Vid. Cambden, P. 115. Lord Lit- 
fletons Hiſtory, &c. · Rc 
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boaſt in the Arts and Sciences, 
when they read in Dr. Davenant; 

who wrote about 70 Years ago, 
that out of 40,000,000 of Acres 
of Land, at which he laid the 
whole Kingdom; our Foreſts, 
Chaces, Heaths, Highways, 
Commons, and waſte of Grounds 


{till conſifled of 16,000, 000 of 
Acres 7 


Ir we ſuppoſe the Highways 


and Lands ſince incloſed, to 


make up half that Number of 


Acres; there ſtill remain 8,000 
000 of Acres, in a wild unculti- 
vated State. 


FREBDERIC WILLIAM; the ſe- 


cond King of Pruſſia, formed a 
Project of this Kind, and had 
the Happineſs to put it in Exe- 
cution. His Country was a 
vaſt Deſart. He laid out only 


O 4 Twelve 


2000 


Twelve Millions of Florins in 
cultivating the land, building 
Villages, and peopling them. 
He brought Families from S- 
bia and Franconic : thither he 
drew Emigrants from Sa/:/- 
burgh ; turniſhed all of them 
with travelling Expences and 
the Means of Subſiſtence. He 
formed a new State; he created 
a new Power. Europe has felt 
the Weight of it. Who would 
not profit from this !:xample ? 
It would a:nazingly increaſe the 
Finances, the value of Lands, 
Circulation and Public Credit. 
Wrar Frederic did in his 
European Provinces, the Eng- 
gliſh have done in many Settle- 
ments in America. The Ad- 
vantages reſulting from them to 
Britain are very important“. 
1 « BuT. 


* Effai ſur la Circulation, &c, par. M. 
Pinto. A MS. with the Feruſal of which 
a Gentleman ot Diſtinction favored me. 
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*© Bur it ſcems very ſtrange 
* to conſider the peopling 
«© and Cultivation of our 
© Colonics, as a national Con- 
cc cern, and at the ſame 
“ Time, to permit large Fo- 
e reſts, Commons and open 
“ Fields, in the Mother-coun- 
« try, to remain in pretty 
6 much the ſame Condition, 
« as when Agriculture, and 
« Commerce were not half ſo 
« well underſtood, or of half the 
© Conſequence they are at pre- 
e ſcnt, &c*:-; 


To divide the 8,000,000 of 
Acres which has been mention- 
cd, into ſmall Farms, of 40 A- 
eres, would be of incredible 
Utility to the Public. 
NE Tary 


* Reflections on the Advantages of | 
Diraining, Incloſing, &c. by Mr. Pining- 
ton. 
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ur ſhould be +lcafed to in- 
duſtrious, married People; who 
have deſerved well, by their 
Servitude and Sobriety, not at 
more than 3s. an Acre, beſides 
the Payment of 4/. per Cent. 
by way of Intereſt, for the Mo- 
ney laid out in building and 
Keeping i in Repair their reſpec- 
tive Houſes. This Diſtributi- 
on of Lands that lye neglected, 
would produce an amazin 
Change in the Conduct of the 
common People, and be a Mcans 
of furniſhing us with Proviſions 
in greater Plenty, and upon 
'cheaper Terms, to ſay nothing 
| | of 


+ * The French, in Order to raiſe a 
„ tarther Revenue to the Crown, beſides 
{+ tae Suppreition of the Farmers-general 
« and the Officers of Grand Maiters of 
« their Forefts, &c. which will make 
* 2 proc igious Saving, have likewiſe 4 
Project in Agitation for letting out the 
% Foreits themlelves, unpon a Leaſe of 99 
t. Years”, December 16, 1769. 
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of the Rents; which would a- 
mount to amazing Sums annu- 
ally. This would create and 
cheriſh a Spirit of Induſtry ; 
and render them a diffuſive Bleſ- 
ſing to Society. 

pr the Induſtry of the Oc- 
cupiers, theſe little F arms would 
be comfortable, uſeful Places, 
and as deſirable Nurſeries for 
both People and Stock, for La- 
bor and Plenty, as Man' 8 Heart 
can wiſh. 

Troven I could prove, from 
better Arguments, in my hum- 
ble Opinion, than any I have 
hitherto ſeen in Print, that the 
incloſing of Commons is of great 
Benefit to the Kingdom; yet 
it is cqually true, that the 

Rights, Properties and Privi- 
leges of che Poor have been, in 


ſome Flaces, groſsly invaded in 
the Diviſion of Commons, 


BuT 
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But their Rights ſhould be 
by all Means preſerved and in- 
violable. And it may be done 
without interupting the great 
Work of incloſing Commons. 


CoMMox-RIGUHrs, tho' ſome- 
times acquired by Cuſtom or 
Uſage; which preſumes a Grant, 
were in general Grants from the 
Lords, and originally inſtituted 
for the Benefit of the Poor. 


To pull down Houſes there- 
fore poſſeſſed of fuch Common- 
right, is acting contrary to the 
benevolent Intentions of the 
munificent Donors. Tis alſo a 
great Detriment to the Commu- 
nity, becauſe they have a Ten- 
dency, while kept up, to pro- 
mote Population, and many 
ther eſſential Benefits to Soci- 
Et: 


Horst 


4 0 
Hoxksr laborious, married 
People might by way of Re- 
ward tor their faithful :ervices 
be put in the Poſſeſſion of a 
Cottage and an adequate Num- 
berof Acres in Lieu of Common 
Right. And thoſe little Habi- 
tations ſhould deſcend, as ſuch 
to their Sons reſpectively, who 
ſhall appear to be the moſt re- 
markable tor their Diligence, 
and Fidelity fo long as they con- 

tinue Day-Labourers. 


AND, if they have no male 
Iftue, to one of their Daughters, 
as a Portion to any labouring 
Man of honeſt Fame, who. 
ſhould chooſe, with her free 
Conſent, to marry her. 


Ou want of Timber for the 
Navy 1s great and alarming. 
We are ſupplicd principally with 

| Timber 
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Timber from Dantzick, Stettin 
and Holland. What is ſhip-— 
ped at Stettin comes from Sile- 
ha; and is contracted for of one 
Mr. Grieve, as Agent for the 
King of Pruſſia. But all of it 
is very indifferent and much in- 
ferior to our Engliſh Oak, of 
which we have very little now 
in the Dock-yards, being very 
ſcarce in the Kingdom. | 

Noxs of the foreign Weod 
received in our Yards is equa! 
to the worſt Englith Oak. 


 SurLy, the able and upright 
Miniſter of Henry the IVth. of 
France, with great Dithculty 
procured an Edict, obliging 
the Inhabitants of every Diſ- 
trict in France to ſett 3 
Acorns, with a proper Fence to 
guard them from the Cattle, 
in every Croſs-way of their re- 
ſpective 
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ſpective Diſtricts through that 
large Kingdom. Moſt of the 
powerful Navy commanded ma- 
ny Vears after, by the great Tour- 
ville, was built of the Timber 
produced from thoſe Acorns. I 
ſhould i imagine that our Miniſ- 
try would do a very acceptable 
Service to the Public by bring- 
ing in a Bull for planting Part 
of our Foreſts, Chaces, Com- 
mons, &cF. 


In a commercial Kingdom, 
like ours, enriched by ſuch an 
2xtenfive Navigation, it behoves 
the Government to take Care, 


by the Means of Rewards and 
Penalties, that freſh Succeſsions 


of 


$ See the ingenious Mr, Hanbury's 
Account of the prodigious Advantages a- 
riling from the planting of Commons. 
And a Calculation of the Profits ariſing 
from Lands, planted with Cedar, Scorch- 


firs, &c. by William Mitford, Eſq; 
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of Timber may be raiſed for 
the ſake of Poſterity. For we 
much want, what the Roman 


Poet deſcribes, 


Sa jr equens trobibus, quam 
nulla ceciderat atas. 


RRLATIVEH to this Purpoſe, 
there is a Paſſage ; 1 Xerorhon, 
that well deſerves to be taken 
Notice of : If the Arhanans, 
“ fays he, had inhabited an 
« ]{land, and, in Addition to 
« this, had enjoved the Empirc 
ce of the Sea, they would hive 
«© been able, as long as they 
“ poſſeſſed ſuch Advantages, 
to have annoyed others, with- 
«© out being reciprocally an- 
*© noyed by them*”, 

WI 


* NXenophon de Repub. Vid. the j in- 
genious Mr. Harte, P. 102. 
He gives a long and intereſting Ac. 
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Wa leave the Reader to 
judge how far this Prophecy 


may be verified in Regard to 
England, 


Tus Attention, due to the 
Italian or Lombardian Poplar, 
has been lately ſet forth, in the 
public Papers, by the Die tion 
of M. Bertoff, Secretary to the 
Empreſs Qucen at Bruſſels. 

IHab the other Day the Pleaſure 
of a Letter from a learned and 
worthy Clergyman, with the 
following Account, founded up- 
on his own Knowlege, acquired 
by Experiments, 1 ads to aſcer- 
tain the Degree of Credit due to 
the Praiſes beſtowed upon it. 


P 6 I Have 


count of foreign Trees and Plants; which 
he apprehends would thrive in Great Bri- 
fain ſuch as the Arkennoulli of Swit- 
zerland—the Indigo and Sophora Plants, 
the Wax-tree, Vines, the Larch-tree, and 
the Rope-Oticr oi America, Vid Hart, 102, 


5 
et 1 have this Day, Marel! 
17, 1772, taken the Di- 
menſions of one of the Lom- 
bardian Poplars, ſet in the 
Ground about this Time 


three Years, and then not 


bigger than my Finger. 
The Length ot it is 4 Yards 
and a Half, and the Cir- 
cumference, near the Butt, is 
about 6 Inches. But I mult 
obſcrve that it grows in a 
Garden, and a moſt exce]- 
lent Soil. I have ſeen others 
in a worſe Soil, that are not 
ſo luxuriant. I think the 
Number of Cuttings that 
we purchaſed was above 
2000, and the Charge 10 
Guincas. It you are deſi- 
rous of trying any Experi- 


ments in your Soil, I ſhall 


be able next Year to furniſh 
you with ſeveral Cuttings.“ 


— 


„ 


Wu have ſome Aquatics, ſays 


another ingemous Correſpon— 
dent, of our own that grow a- 
mazingly, perhaps equal to fo- 
reign ones, but for the moſt 
Part they are ſtrangely neglect- 
ed. We have Willows that, in 
a proper Soil, will make very 
large Trees in twenty Years or 
little more. 

I ronuerLy planted many, — 
one in particular, is worth No- 
tice. I thruſt a Shoot of one 
Year's Growth into the Bank of 
of a River, —thetollowing Win- 
ter ſome Cattle being put into 
the Meadow, one of them broke 
it off near the Ground; I cut it 
off an Inch above Ground, the 
following Spring; from whence 
ſprang three or four fine Shoots, 
The following Winter I choſe 
out the fineſt and cut off the 
reſt, About 12 Years ago my 


3-2 Bailiff 
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Bailiff wrote me Word, that Jon 
Willow had grown fo very lar 
and tall, that the Wind 3 
blown it down, and had torn 
up a vaſt Piece of the Bank ; 
that a Carpencer had bid him 
a Guinea for the Tree, excluſive 
of Top and Lop, and take it 
in the Place, This Free had 
not been planted more than 20 
Years. The Wood of this Tree 
is much cloſer and firmer than 
the beſt Firs. It —.— grow an 
amazing Height, and very 
ſtraight; and 5 it is pro- 
pagated with little Trouble, 
and grows almoitany where near 
the Water, you may ride 500 
Miles, with-ut ſeeing one of 
them in its natural State. Great 
Numbers of them are planted 
in Stakes of 8 or 10 Feet high 
without any Top, or, if they 
have any Tops, they are cut off 
at 


3 

at that Height when as big as 
one's Arm, merely for the Sake 
of the Toppings; which indeed 
are large and pay well. But 
the Tree would be very uſeful 
and profitable if planted for 
Timber. "Tis amazing! but I 
do not know of ſo much as one 
Tree of this Kind now growin 
in England, unleſs any of thoſe! 
planted are ſtill growing; which 
{ have not teen many Years. 
There was one fine young Tree 
of this Kind growing within 5 
Miles of London, within theſe 
two Years; it ſeemed to be a- 
bout 9 or ro Years old, and a- 
bout 25 Feet high: but the 
Top is now of and converted 
into a Pollard, 


Tun white Poplar grows 
nearly as faſt; but undergaes, 
ior the more Part, the ſame dil- 


1 agrecable 
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agreeable Amputation. I kno 
very few that have tlieir To; pson, 
—khe Wood is more porous, 
ſofter and lighter than the Wil- 
low. The Abele is another very 
faſt growing Tree, but I pre- 
fer the other, eſpecially the firſt, 
Tur Carolina Poplar ſcems 
to grow very faſt, but its Shoots 
commonly dive a good way down 
in the Winter. Novelty 1s very 
prevalent; we eager:y purſue 
new Plants: &c. and totally ne- 
ole what are nat ural to our 
Climate, and may with Care and 
little Exrence be cultivated to 
incredible Agvantage.—-How- 
ever, I intend getting a few 
Plants of the Italian Popl: ar, and 
trying what may be expected 
from them. Improvements in 
Agriculture ſhould. perhaps, he 
che Patriot's Grſt Concern, 
For a Country well culti- 
yated, where Manufactures 
| are 
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are encouraged, abounds in Vil- 
lages and great Towns, is ſtored 
with People; many of them are 
rich; The Generality live in 
Plenty, and even the Peaſants and 
loweſt Mechanics enjoy all the 
Neceſſaries, not to ſay Conve- 
niences of Life. But Coun- 
tries unimproved are mere Parks 
and Foreſts ; here the Towns 
and Villages are few and ſmall, 
the People are unemployed, and, 
if they may be ſaid to live, yet 
it is in a miſerable and wretch- 
ed Manner. 

Howzves, though it be al- 
lowed that Agriculture deſerves 
the greateit Encouragement, 
becauſe it produces the moſt eſ- 
ſential Neceſſaries of Life, with- 
out which Mankind cannot ſub- 
liſt, ſuch as Bread, animal Food 
and the Materials of which our 

5 4 Raiments 


+ See Cantillon's Analyſis, &c. 
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Raiments are fabricated, there 
are powerful Reaſons why Ma- 
nufactures merit our conſtant, 
and ſome very ſenſible Writers 
Hay, ourprincipal Attention. Ma- 
nufactures, and forcign Trade are 
the grand Sources "of Riches, 
Power and Strength. Agricul- 
ture yields the Means of cubfſt- 
ence and Materials, But Ma- 
nuſactures and Trade add per- 
haps a tenfold Value. The 
following Eſſay, exhibiting a 
Comparifen of the Advantages 
derived from Agriculture and 

Commerce, drawn up about 
20 Years ago, by an able 
Manufacturer, at the De- 
vizes, under the Direction, 


and 


Conſiderations on the Policy, &c. 
The Author of that Treatiſe, and Mr. 
Wimpey; who has written againſt the 
Bounty upon Corn, in ſo maſterly z a Manner, 
deſerve the Thanks of the Community top 
their excellent Publications. 


. . 


* 


0 


". 


1 
and with the Aſſiſtance of a 
great Pe; ſonage; who is no more, 
will probably, illuſtrate the Sub- 


jo and gratify the Curioſity of 
every Reacer of Taſte and Diſ- 


cernment. 


ON the Proportion between 
the Number of Hands neceſſary 
to make, from the Wool, in the 
Space of one Year bool. worth 
of woollen Cloth of adetermined 
Goodneſs, and the Number of 
People employed to produce 
the fame Sum from a Farm of 
2000. a Year. 


A Farm, of 200/. a Year Va- 
lue, cannot employ, take the 
Year round, above 12 Hands, 
if my Memory does not fail 
me, with Regard to the Num- 
ber. If you ſuppoſe the yearly 
V alue of the Product to be three 

Rents, 
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Rents, then the Labour of 12 
Hands, in the ſeveral Kinds of 
Euſineſs belonging to one Farm, 
is ſufficient to produce the Va- 
lue of 600/. in Beef, Mutton, 


Butter, Corn, &c. 


Bor the ſpinning, weav=- 
ing, dying, and the other vari- 
ous neceſſary Preparations of a 
ſufficient Quantity of Wool for 
6ocl's. worth of Cloth, will not 
employ leſs than 200 Hands to 
make ſuch a Quantity of Cloth 
in one Year; which is the Va- 
lue of the Product of the 
Farm, ſuppoling three Rents 
to be the proper Value of the 
annual Product of the Farm. 
But if the annual Product be 
ſet at 4 Rents, that is 800/. 
then it will require the Labour 


ot 
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of 250 Hands to make, within 
the Year, a Quantity of Cloth of 
equal Value to the Produce of 
the Farm: fo that the Differ- 
ence between the Labor in pro- 
viding clothing, and that for 
Diet, muſt be very Great. For 
in the Minufadtory, Nature only 
provides the vials; and e- 
very Preparation _ the Mate- 
rials and the weaving, SC. is 
done by Hands: whe:cas in the 
Products of the Ferm; which 
are the various Kinds al Food 
for Man, the Labour of Man in 
theſe is little elſe than laying the 
Materials properly together for 
Nature to go to work, and to 
produce them. She is the 
Weaver in this Caſe. Nature 
ſwells the Seed of the Corn and 
draws At out gradually into cer- 

tain 
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tain. Lengths, and conveys pro- 
per *puices, by Circulation, into 
every Fibre of this diſtending 
Plant, which nouriſh and aug- 
ment 1t until it has brought it 
to its full Growth and perfect 
Maturity. It is Man's Labour 
to Place the Ox where the pro- 
per Graſs or Turneps are: but 
it is Nature's Work to fatten 
the Beaſt with this Graſs or Tur- 
neps. Thus Nature has reſerved 
to herſelf the Chief of the Labor 
in producing Food for Man, 
and left to Man, as a proper Taſk 
for his Induſtry and Employment 
in Life, the Principal of the 
Labor of providing himſelf with 
Clothing. From hence it appears 
khat it is a true Saying, That 
Hands will follow and create 
Work. For few Comers wil! 

want more Aſſiſtance, in man 
Reſpects, from the Inhabitants 
of 


N 


of the Country they come in; 
than they can give to them. 
And every new Acquiſition of 
induſtrious Inhabitants to any 
Country, is an Encouragement 
to the Induſtry of its old ones, 
and a greater Quantity of Labor 
in Manufactures of all Kinds is 
performed in ſuch a Nation in 
Proportion to its Increaſe of In- 
habitants ; and the Exports of 
ſuch a Country mult increaſe. 


Tuar I may be underſtood 
perfectly, let me ſuppoſe that 
England was now to have an 
Increaſe of 1,000,000 of In- 
habitants ſrom any other Coun- 
try, and that all theſe were em- 
ployed entirely onthe ſeveral va- 
rious Manufactures now known. 
Would not this Acquiſition of 
new Inhabitants call tor à larger 
Quantity of Materials to manu - 

{ature 
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acture than were beſore want- 
ed? Would not the Products 
of the Lands receive a quicker 
Demand, and Improvements 
of the Land be the Coniequence 
of ſuch Increaſe of Demand of 
its Products both for Food and 
Manufactures? And would 
there not be a larger Quantity 
of Shipping employed by the old 
Inhabitants to import the great- 
er Quantities of foreign Ma- 
terials now wanted for our Ma- 
nufactures, as well as to carry 
out our ihcreaſed Quantities of 
Manufactures ? 


Tar Importance of the Plow 
and the Loom merits the Pro- 


tection and Encouragement of 


the Legiſlature, But the only 
Encouragement they require is 
Freedom and Plenty. The Na- 
ture of the Former has been al- 


ready 
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ready ſtated. Some Means have 
been pointed out for fur— 
niſhing us with the Latter, &c. 
but yet, if ſome Method is not 
taken to reſtrain and limit the 

Profits of Millers and other 
Perſons concerned in the Sale of 
of Proviſions, the Poor will {till 
be much opreſſed. 


Mr. C. of W m, de- 
monſtrated ſome Years ſince, 
that thoſe People get between 
5 and 64. for every + Laſt of 
Corn they grind and bolt. 
They attempted, with a Tor- 
rent of Pertneſs, and Abule ; 
to ſhew he was miitaken in his 
Calculation. But conſcious 
that his Reaſoning was founded 

on 


+ A. Laſt of Corn, according to the 
Computation here alluded to, is 21 Coombs; 
or 10 Quarters and a Halt, 


c — 


6 
on Facts he thought it unneceſ- 
ſary and conſequently diſdained 
to reply. 


Sour Millers kecp three or 
four Water-Mills and a Wind- 
mill conſtantly at work. But 
a Water-mill grinds more than 
3 Laſts a Week, and a Wind- 
mill in general more than 2, 
The weekly Gains of ſuch Mil- 
ſer, allowing him handſomely 
for Rent, the Intereſt of his 
Money in Trade, — Journey- 
men's Wages, keeping of 
Horſes, Houſekeeping, for his 
own Care and Trouble, and 
Hazard in Trade, will be enor- 
mous7. 


MI 


An ingenious and learned Correſpon- 
dent in Norwich, informs me that a Mil- 
ler, near that City, died a few Months 
ſince, poſſeſſed of a Fortune of not leſs 
than 12,000. acquired by his Buſineſs. 
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MiLlters, not many Years 
ſince, called at People's Houſes, 
tor their Corn to grind, and re- 
turned the Meal, deducting only 
5b. a Buſhel for their Trouble 
in carrying and prinding. It 
the Owner carried the Corn to 
the Mill and brought the Meal 
Home, the Miller took only at 
the Rate of 4lb. a Buſhel for 
his Trouble in grinding, &c*, 


= Unvprr theſe Circumſtances 
they lived not uncomfortably. 
But now, by their Oppreſſion 
and fraudulent Practices, they 
ſet up for Gentlemen, keep 
Hunters, Chariots, and affect 
Grandeur and Elegance. | 
2 Ir 
According to Dalton, C. 112, the 
Miller ought to take but one Quart for 
grinding one Buſhel of hard Corn; but if 
he fetch and carry back che Griſt to the 


Owner, he may take two Quarts of hard 
Corn, whether it be Wheat, Rye or Mellin, 
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IT is very eaſy for Parliament 
to redreſs this great Grievance, 
either by taking away from Mil- 
lers the Liberty of ſelling Meal 
and Flour, or, by obliging them 
to take in Money, what 1s fair 
and equitable, for grinding 
Corn, or, by inveſting the Ma- 
giſtrates, as in the Caſe of 
Bread, with a Power to regulate 
and aſcertain the Prices of Meal, 


in Proportion to the Price of 
Wheat, &c. 


Tun preſent Laws, relating 
to the Ailize of Bread, it is ap- 
prehended, are limited to Cities 
and Corporation Towns. Par- 
liament therefore ſnould create 
a Law to inveſt the Juſtices with 
full and ample Powers to fix 
the Aſſize of Meal, Flour, and 
Bread, in Proportion to the 
Price of Wheat, cvery Month, 


LIN 
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in ſonie Market Town, for the 
Benefit of all the Towns and 
Villages in their reſpective Hun- 
dreds. 


A Law, framed upon a Plan 
of this Kind, for regulating the 
Conduct of Millers and Bakers, 


would effectually put it out of 


their Power, to enhance the 
Prices of Meal, Flour and Bread, 

beyond their natural Value; 
and would by no Means, be cal- 


culated to reſtrain the Freedom 
of Trade. 


THERE ſhould be heavy Pe- 
nalties inflicted upon the Mil- 


lers, who mix Buck-wheat, or 


Peaſe with Whrat, partly be- 
cauſe the ſormer -flatulent and, 
in ſome Degree, . 
but, principally, becauſe they 
may be bought much cheaper 


Q 2 than 
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1 
than Wheat. 8 Ann C. 18, S. 3, 
5, 7, provides againſt the 
Roguery of Bakers in this 
Caſe. 


To prevent the Combinati- 
on of Bakers to enhance the 
Price of Bread, every ſuch Per- 
lon ſhall forfeit 10/7, &c. by 2 
and 3 Ed. VI. G. 15. But 
there 1s no Prohibition of this 
Kind, with Regard to the Con- 
duct of Millers. I ſuppole be- 
cauſe, according to Dalton, C. 
112, Millers arc not to be com- 
mon Buyers of any Corn, to ſel] 
the ſame again, either in Corn 
or Meal; but ougiit only to 
ſerve for the grinding of Corn 
that {hall be brought to their 
Mills. Mow, however, though 
contrary to Law, they exerciſe 
and carry on the lucrative Bu- 


ſineſſes 
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ſineſſes of Meal-Men, Flour- 
Merchants, and Bakers, as well 
as that of Millers. 
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« MirLLtzxs, ſays a Gentle- 
man ot great Experience, Hu- 
manity and Knowlege, are ex- 
actly the People you repre- 
ſent. I detected (a Tenant I 
have) a Miller laſt Year of 
an old, but villainous Fact. 

—] ordered a Buſhel of 
Wheat to be weighed and 
ſent ro the Mili, When it 
came Home, I had it weigh- 
ed again: it wanted 14]b. 
ot the Weight, and 7lb. of 
what was returned was 
Bran. I complained loud- 
ly at Home, which ſome how 
reached the Miller's Ears, 
though I had not then any 
ſuch Intention.— AI ſent a- 


Q 3 nother 


64 
* 
vs 

* 4 *Y 

[1% 

4 

i 

i 
% 
*$ 
iq 
| by 
13 
9 
ſ 


( #40 
te nother Buſhel that came Home 
ce its Weight, all but 71b. But 


5 then 1415. of it was Bran. 
£c So that I was only 7b. 


© of Bran better than [ was be- 
“ fore. This I think was a 
« moſt palpable Proof of this 
* Man s Knaveryat leaſt”. 


Ir is a known Fact that the 

reat Millers will not grind a 
{mall Portion of Corn for a 
poor Man : or it they do, the 
Favour 1s granted under ſuch 
Circumſtances as, in the End, 
renders it an Injury. Flour 
Mills, + ſays the amiable Gen- 
tleman ee to in P. 224, 
are one of the Curſes of this 
Country. 


Tur following Letter from 
an ingenious and worthy Gen- 


tleman 


1 

tleman at Woolwich, farther 
proves the Neceſſity of ſome 
Regulations with Regard to 
Millers; and, if the Legiſ- 
lature do not Soden to en- 
act ſome new Laws, points out 
another Method to Gentlemen 


of Property, &c. of relieving 


the Poor, &c. 


c J Now {it down to give 
you an Account of the Motives 
that induced the labouring Ar- 


Q 4 tificers 


+ It is an uſual Practice with the Meal- 
men in Gloceiterſhire and ſome of the 
neighbouring Counties, till they have 
bought 1n their Stocks of Wheat, by Com- 


binations to lower the Markets. But when 


they have engroſſed great Quantities into 
their own Hands, by various Artifices, 
ſuch as ſhewing Letters from Corn-factors, 
ſetting forth that there is a Scarcity of Grain, 
in Order to give a Sanction to their ſellin 

Flour at advanced and exorbitant Profits, 


they raiſe the Prices in a moſt ſhameful 
Manner. 
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tificers of his Majeſty's Dock- 


yard, here, to erect a Windmill. 
By a Combination of the Mil- 


lers, Mealmen, Bakers, and o- 


ther Engroſſers, in the Corn- 


way, the lower Rank of Peo- 
ple, in the Neighbourhood, 
found the price of Bread and 
Flour, &c. yearly encreaſing 
(notwithſtanding there were 
plentiful Crops of Corn almoſt 
every where) to ſuch a Degree 
that their daily Earnings could 
not ſupply their Families with 
Bread alone. This Oppreſſion 
ſet the Heads of ſome of the 
more thinking People among 
them to work: ſo in Summer, 
17:9, the Artificers in this 
Dockyard had a Meeting to 
take the Affair into Conſidera- 
tion; and at laſt agreed to en- 


ter into a Subſcription among 
themſelves 


E 
themſelves for building a Mill 
and a Bakehouſe, in Oppoſition 
to thoſe Engroſſers and Oppreſ- 
fors of Mankind. The Mill 
accordingly began to be built, 
and was finiſhed, and began to 
work in December, 1759. In 
March following it was burnt 
down, and ſuppoſed to have 
been ſet on Fire, deſignedly, by 
thoſe who thought themſelves 
injured by ſuch an Undertaking. 
However, this Loſs did not de- 
ter the worthy Undertakers 
from carrying their Scheme into 
Exccution. They immediately 
ſet Hands to work, and built 
another Mill on the ſame Spot; 
which was, finiſhed, and- be- 
gan to work in February, 176r, 
as allo a Bakehouſe, which 
have continued to work ever- 
ſince, to the great Advantage 


and 
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6234) 
and Emolument of every one 
in this Neighbourhood, as Flour 
is conſtantly ſold here 2 Pence 
in the Peck cheaper than in 
London, or any where elſe in 
this County. The Proprictors 
give a Half-peck Loaf every 
Week to the Widow of every 
one who ſubſcribed, as long as 
ſhe lives. And a Quarter-loaf 
to each Child till they arrive to 
the Years of 15. They have 
had a great Number of thoſe 
Penſioners, ſince the Mill was 
firſt erected; and yet, notwith- 


ſtanding they have given yearly 


ſo much away, the Proprietors, 
out of the Profits, have had 
each of them his Money return - 
ed to him ſome Years ago. And 
they farther ſay, if it was not 
tor the Charities given away to 


the 


1 

the Widows and Children of the 
deccaſed Members, they could 
afford to bring the Price of 
Bread much lower than it now 
is. The Number of Subſcri- 
bers were originally ſome Hun- 
dreds : fo the Profit from one 
Mill muſt be very great that 
could, in ſo ſhort a Time, clear 
itſelf and maintain with Bread 
ſo many Widows and Children, 
and pay a Miller, Baker, and 
their Underlings. The Miller 
has a Salary of 5ol. a Year, and 
I think the Baker, to be the 
famet”. 

Tax worthy Perſons con- 
cerned in this Meaſure, ſo 
admirably calculated to promote 
the Public as well as private U- 
tility, ſhould have their Names 

tranſ- 


There is alſo a Mill at Chatham, on 


the ſame Plan with that of Woolwich, built 
Þy | the People of the Dock-yard. 
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tranſmitted to Poſterity with re- 
ſpect and Gratitude. I am in- 
formed that the Gentlemen and 


principal Tradeſmen at Bury 
St. Edmund's in Suffolk, have 


now a Scheme of this Kind in 


Hand. I wiſh them Succeſs, 
and that their Example may be 
univerſally followed. 


Tu Millers and Bakers in 
the County of Kent were ſo en- 


raged, when the Chatham Mill 
was firſt erected, that they 


brought two different Actions 


againſt the Men employed to 
manage the Mill and Bakchouſe, 
alledging they had no Right to 
carry on theſe Trades, having 
never ſerved their Apprentice- 
ſhips to them. The Cauſes 
were tried at the Aſſizes for the 
County, at Majdftone, when 

8; 


„ 
the Plaintiffs, the Millers and 


Pakers, were caſt in both Ac- 
tions 


Tun Dearneſs of Proviſions 
is a Subject; that has been 
much agitated, It may be aſ- 
cribed to the unfavorable Sea- 
ſons and the Failure of our 
Crops—the Bounty upon ex- 
ported Corn—the unequal Diſ- 
tribution of Lands-—the Ex- 
portation of Hories—the va- 
rious and exorbitant Profits of 
Jobbers, Saleimen, Butchers, 
&c.—1immenſe Riches, flowing 
from an extenſive Commerce 
our exceſſive Taxes and Lux- 
ury, &c. 


Tux principal Cauſe ofthe Dear- 
neſs of Butcher's Meat, is owing 
ro the following Circumſtances. 


In 
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In 17 62 the summer was fe- 
mackably dry, and the next. 
Winter very wet; Fodder of 
every Kind was confequently 
ſcarce and dear; by which 
Means a great Number of lein 
Stock died, for want of Keep- 
ing, and a greater Number was 
ſold amazingly cheap; not to 
ſay given away. 


Farmers and Graziets had 
few or no Calves the following 
Spring. When Wives aſked 
their Huſbands, ſhall we bring. 
up the Calves? The Anſwer 
was, for what! To ſtarve them 
as the Caſe was laſt Year. The 
ſame Reaſoning may be applied 
to the * Time. 


TE heavy "IM and Diſ- 
ſolution of the deep Snow, 
produced a vaſt Body of Water; 

which 


1 
which in the Winter, 1770 and 
1771, overflowed many large 
Fens, deſtroyed the Fodder, 
and obliged the diſtreſſed Own- 
ers of the Cattle to behave as 
in the Calamity of 1762 and 3. 


The Froſts deſtroyed the Tur- 


neps, and an amazing Number 
of Lambs. The Drought in 
the Summer in 1771, parched 
the Ground, and has rendered 
Hay exceedingly ſcarce, The 
Turnep Crop 1s a very bad one; 
fo that animal Food muſt have 
been and mult be extravagantly 
dear, if Providence ſhould not 
continue, a Pleſſing hitherto 
granted to us, the mildeſt Win- 
ter that ever was known in the 


Memory of Man. 


Taz Seaſons of ſowing Wheat 
in 1768 and 1770, being very 
wet, Thouſands of Acres lay 

fallow 
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tallow during thofe two Win- 
ters, and were ſown with 
Wheat or Barley in the Spring. 
But Wheat ſown in the Spring 
produces a very poor Crop, com- 
pared with the Wheat fown i 
the Autumn. 


Tusk Facts account in ſome 
Meaſure for the Scarcity and: 
Dearneſs of Butchers Meat and: 
Corn. 


Bor the Bounty upon export- 
ed Corn has allo contributed 
very much towards railing the 
Prices of Proviſions. This 
Propoſition is demonſtrated in 
The Cauſes of the Dearneſs of 
Proviſions aſſigned, &c. & to 
which I have often referred in 
the Courſe of this Work, and 

in 


$ Printed in 1766 at Gloucefter, and 
fold by Mr, Dodfley, Price 1s. 6d. 


(is. 

in the excellent Mr. //impey's 
Writings upon the /n Subject. 
Jam certain that the warmeft ; 
Eſpouſers of the Bounty, diveſt= j 
ed of Prejudice, will be con- 
vinced that it is a very pernici- 
ous Meaſure, provided they 
fairly attend to what follows. 

will juſt give the Sub- 
ſtance of two or three of the 
many Arguments urged againſt 
the Bounty by the firſt of theſe 
Writers. The principal Argu- 
ment, offered in favour ot the 
Bounty, is, that we have raiſed 
much greater Wente of 
Corn, and have had it cheaper 
in general /nce, than it was - 
fore that Premium was grant: cl: 
the Bounty, therefore, was the 
Cauſe of theſe greater Quanti- 
ties and Cheapneſs, 

R TIE 


Co very ſenſible Writers, the Author 
of the Occaſion of the Dearneſs of Proviſions, 
publiſhed in 1767; and Mr. Wimpey affign 


powerful Reaſons in Favor of, a different O- 
pinion, 
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Tux Premiſes are oranted 4 
but the Conſequence is denied. 


Hz dates our Liberty and 
Improvements in Agriculture, 
&c. from the happy Zra of 
the Revolution. Our Anceſ- 
tors were no ſooner ſenſible of 
the Security of their Liberties 
and Properties, but they vied 
with cach other in cultivating 
their Lands, in encouraging 
Trade and Commerce, and were 
ſeized with an inſatiable Deſire 
of improving the Arts and Sci- 
ences. From Inquiries and Ex- 
periments we ſoon acquired a 
ſuperior Skill in Agriculture ; 
which ſoon enabled us to raife 
Corn in vaſt Abundance. Im- 
provements and Refinements 
made a rapid Progreſs. Theſe 
were the happy Conſequences of 
Freedom. 


„ TINE 
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« Tyinz; Freedom! thine 


the Bleſſings pictur'd here; 
«© Thine are the Charms that 
dazzle and endear”, 


Bur if the Bounty is the 
Cauſe of our growing greater 
Quantities of Corn, I ſhall be 
glad to learn from the Advo- 
cates for this Meaſure, how it 
happens that all Parts of the 
Kingdom do not grow greater 
Quantities of Corn? That one 
County in particular, has ſome 
Years exported nine Parts out 
of ten, of all the Barley that 
has been ſhipped for foreign 
Markets, though all the Coun- 
ties are entitled alike to this 
Bounty! If they anſwer, the 
Lands of this County are better 
than thoſe of any other ; then 
the Goodneſs of the Lands, and 
not the Bounty, is the Cauſe 


R 2 of 
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of their growing greater Quan- 
tities of Corn. It they lay the 
Situation of that County 1s more 
convenient for Exportation, 
then the Situation, and not the 
Bounty, is the Cauſe, &c. &c. 


Wovurp Gentlemen have a 
Bounty, when Corn 1s dear or 
cheap? Not when 1t 1s dear, be- 
_ cauſe that Encouragement for 
Exportation would ſoon make it 
dearer, and, perhaps, produce a 
Famine. To grantit, when Corn 
is cheap would be unneceſſary, 
becauſe that very Cheapneſs 
would be a very ſufficient In- 
ducement tor F oreigners to pur- 
chaſc it. 


Bor the Advocates for the 
Bounty will anſwer The 
Bounty has not contributed to 
the preſent Dearneſs of Provi- 

fions, 


( 245 ) 
ſions, becauſe no leave for Ex- 
portation, and conſequently no 


Bounty, has been granted for 
ſome Years 


3 11 
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To which I reply 


22 


Errors are often pro- 
duced by Cauſes, which ap- 
parently have. ceaſed to ope- 
rate, and even to exiſt. The 
Bounty, by conſtantly enabling 
our Corn Merchants to ſupply 
Foreigners with our Corn 
cheaper than they could be fur- 
nithed with it from any other : 
Country, has not, ſince this 
Trade has been well under- 
ſtood, ſuffered any conſiderable f 
Quantities of Grain to remain, 
for any Time, in the Kingdom, 
on Account of this unnatural 
Encouragement given for theEx- 
portation of it. ThewantofaStock 
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of Corn in Hand, when the 


Crops here have failed, has co- 
operated with that Cauſe, and 


contributed, beyond Deſcrip- 


tion, to our Diſtreſs. 
Lr us, however, hope that 


our Caſe is not deſperate. And 


yet I am afraid, though the 


Legiſlature may, probably, 


paſs a Bill for the Importation 
of Wheat from the European 
States, without Fxception, as 
well as from North America, 
with 2 Bounty, that we ſhall 
receive but little or no Benefit 


from it. The diſtreſſed State 


of the Poles, occaſioned by fo- 


reign Troops carrying on a War 
againſt the Confederates, toge- 
ther with their own inteſtine 
Diviſions, have prevented the 
Cultivation of thoſe Lands, 


which uſed to ſu pply many Coun- 


tries with large Quantities of Rye 
and other Sorts of Grain. 


T 8 : Dutch ; who though ey 


. Oo 


| 


Gr 
do not raiſe half the Corn they 
conſume, yet, by a Providence, 
worthy of Imitation, generally 
form Magazines to furniſh the 
other European Powers in Times 
of Scarcity with Corn, are now 
ſo diſtreſſed that they dread a 
Famine. The Emperor and 
the French have drained the re- 
ſpective Provinces in the Ne- 
therlands. The Spaniards and 
the Italian States com- 
plain of a Scarcity, and ap- 
prehend a Dearth. If the People 
of New England, New York or 
Penſylvania, haye any Corn to 
ſpare, it can hardly arrive to our 
Relief till Harveſt, Govern- 
ment may, and, it is to be 
hoped, will very ſpeedily take 
ſome other Means. The Inha- 
bitants of Carolina, &c. abound, 


it is thought, in Rice at this 


Time. To encourage them 
to export it to the Mother 
R 4 Coun. 
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try, in large Quantities, the 
Duty ſhould be taken oft, and 
a Bounty granted. An imme- 
diate Stop ſhould be put to the 
Exportation of Corn and falt 


Proviſions from Ireland, to 
France and Holland. A Boun- 


ty ſhould be allowed to the A- 


mericans and Iriſh for every 
Kind of animal Food they can 
ſpare for our Uſe. 

 Troven no immediate Leave 
has been granted for the Ex- 
portation of Wheat, for ſeveral 
Years; yet Merchants have ſent 
large Quantities of Wheat fince 
the Exportation was prohibited 
to Ireland, from whence ſome 
has been {hi pped to France + 
and other Countries, and ſome 


depo- 


This, however is expreſsly prohi- 


bited by 9 and 10 of Geo, III. C. 1. 10. 


6 


depoſited in Magazines, with 
the well- grounded Expectation 

of receiving Orders to ſend it 
back at a very advanced Price. 


So long as the Iriſh are per- 


mitted, though clandeſtinely, 
to export Corn, a Prohibition 
at Home, can anſwer no great 
Purpoſe. France and Spain 
will be ſupplied. And whenever 
our Ports are opened, if the 
Iriſh have any of the Wheat ; 
which they received from Eng- 
land, laid up in Granarics, we 
may, probably, reccive it again, 
as the Produce of North Ame- 
rica, &c. upon paying a Bounty, 


Freight to and from Ireland, 
or Holland, to ſay nothing of 


the Merchant's Profit ; which 
will be proportionable to the 
gencral Demand. 
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As Brandy, Geneva, and o- 
ther ſpirituous Liquors are very 
deſtructive to the human Con- 
ſtitution, it would be a Happi- 
neſs to Mankind, and a great 
Means of increafing Population, 
if the different Powers of all 
States and Countries would a- 
gree and unite entirely to pre- 
vent the Diſtillation of them. 
Though this would increaſe the 
Quantity of Grain, and render 
Bread, with other Proviſions, 
much cheaper than they are at 
preſent; yet ſo ſtrong are the 
Prejydices of Politicians in Fa- 
vour of a Trade that makes 
ſuch a large Addition to the 
Revenue, that the bare Men- 
tion of it will be conſidered as 
Eutopian, though the Reaſon- 
ing advanced toprove the perni- 
cious Effects of theſe poiſonous 


Liquors, by the late Biſhop of 
* Wor- 


1 
ceſter, and thoſe great Friends 
of Mankind, Dr. Hales, and 
Mr. Dean Tucker, is Demon- 
ſtration, | | 

Bur now that the Dearneſs 
of Proviſions, occaſioned by this 
Evil, and the ſeveral Cauſes here 
aſſigned, threatens great Diſ- 
treſſes, not to ſay a Famine, an 
entire Stop ſhauld'be put to the 
Diſtillery. By increaſing the 
Conſumption of any Commo- 
dity, the Quantity muſt be leſ- 
ſened, and the Price of 
it confequently raiſed. To 
leflen the Conſumption of Grain 
will be a Means of reducing the 
Price of it, But to prohibit the 
diſtilling of Spirits from Barley 

would very much diminiſh the 
Conſumption of it. 

Tux very Poor have it in 
their Power to contribute great- 
ly towards lowering the Prices 
of Proviſions, by totally ab- 
Raining for a Time from the 


Uſe 
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# Vie of thoſe Articles; which 


are not abſolutely neceſſary to 
the Preſervation of Life. The 
Men, in general, whether Day- 
Labourers cr Mechanics, may 
make a vait Saving without 
doing any Injury to their 
Healths; by a nking + Wa- 
ter now and then, inſtead 


of Ale, Beer and other fer- 
mented I iquors. If the No- 
bility, and Gentry, the Clergy 
and Yeomanry, Shopkeepers 
and Tradeſmen, would obſerve 
the fame Rule, the Price of 
Bar ley and other Grains would 


in 

r The Porters of Conſtantinople, 
* who never drink any Thing ſtronger 
« than Water, and eat very little animal 
% Food, will lift and carry heavier Bur- 
« thens than any other Porters in the known 
« World. Travellers ſay that a Turkiſh 
« Porter will carry 5 Hundred Weight. 
4 For Preſervation of Health, and Exhile- 
** ration of Spirits there is no Beverage 
% comparable to ſimple Water“. 

Smollet's Letters, Vol. I. 30), Vol. II. 

239. 
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(6 
in one Month, I had almoſt ſaid 
one Week, be greatly affected 
by it. 

Tus Money that is laid 
out weekly by the good Wo- 
men in Tea and Sugar, Snuff 
and Butter, which have but 
little Jendency to ſatisfy the 
Appetite, and promote Nutri- 
tion, would go a great Way to- 
wards furnithing them with 
Bread, the moſt eſſential Ne- 

eſſary of Lite. 

How the unequal Diſtribu- 
tion of Lands affect the Prices 
of Proviſions is explained and 
iluftrated in The Cauſes of the 
Dearnes/s, Ac. Mr. Fimbpey s 
Trafs, and Dr. Price's Sup- 
plement, P. 360, 1.But whether 
the great Farmers have any conſi- 
derable Stocks of Corn by them, 
at this Time, or not, I cannot, 
from my own Knowlege, ſay. 
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T am told that they have 
a ſufficient Quantity for 
our neceſſary Conſumption till 
we have new Wheat, That they 
ſhould have ſome; at all Times, 
is abſolutely neceſſary for the 
Safety and Welfare of the King- 


dom. But that the Populace, 


though diſtreſſed, ſhould tu- 
multuouſly aſſemble, ſet Fire to 
Barns, and Granaries, or Mills, 


and live by Plunder and Ra- 


pine, is ſubverſive of all Go- 
yernment. All good Citizens 
will unite, will diſcourage and 
ſuppreſs Riots and every Ten- 
dency to ſuch Diſorders of the 
State. 

Tux Security of our . 
ty, through the Sanction of 
Laws enacted by the King, 
Lords and Commons, is one of 
the greateſt Bleſſings we enjoy, 
our Property, Thanks be to 


God! 
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God ! is ſacred. Extreme Ne- 
ceſſity, even where there is the 
moſt enormous Violation of the 
Laws, cannot juſtify the illegal 
Seizure of it. Every Man's 
Houſe is his Caſtle, To oblige 
the Farmers, therefore, by an 
Act of Parliament to ſell 
their Corn, at a particular 
Price, when they have any In- 
clination to keep it in their 
Barns or Granaries, would juſtly 
be deemed an arbitrary and op- 
pre ſſive Meaſure, But there is 
one fair and juſtifiable Method, 
which, ſrom a Motive of Inte- 
reſt, would induce them to 
bring it to Market, Let he 
Ports be at all Times open. Tale 
away the Bounty. This will be 
an infallible Means of furniſh- 
ing our own People with Bread 
upon as moderate Terms as our 
Neighbours are ſupplied with 4 
1 


1 

Ir an unlimited F reedom for 
the $ Exportation and Impor- 
tation of all Sorts of Grain is 
granted, the Corn- trade muſt 
undoubtedly flouriſh in Greet 
Britain, where Agriculture is 
better underſtood than it is in 
any other Country under Hea- 
ven, to ſay nothing of the many 
Advantages we derive from the 
Nature of our Government, &c. 


Tris will excite and enable 
our enterpriſing and adventu= 
rous Merchants to find out 
Markets for what Corn we 
have to ſpare. And, whenever 
a Scarcity, through the unfa- 

vorableneſs 


$ Leaving a Power in the Crown, and 
Privy Council, to prohibit the Exporta- 
tion by a Proclamation, as the Circum- 
ſtances and Neceflities of the Times may 
require, E, G. when Wheat is 48 and Bar- 
ley 248. a Quarter, according to 17 Rich- 
ard II. and 35 Elizabeth. 

+ See Thoughts upon ſeveral intereſting 
Subjects, Sc. by Mr, Wimpey, P. 10, 11, &Cy 
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vorableneſs of the Seatons, or 
any other Calamity happens to 
be our Lot, it will be their In- 
tereſt to uſe their warmeſt En- 
deavors to fill our Granaries by 
Importation from other Coun- 
tries. The Growers, if we act 
upon theſe natural Principles, 
will be encouraged to be induſ- 
trious, and the laboring Poor, 
with all other Denominations of 
People, will abound in the Ne- 
cellanes. of Lite. Thus the 
landed Intereſt, as well as that 
of the various Manufacturers, 
will be united, ſecured and 
promoted by the Means of 
Freedom, which is the primary 
and eſſential Cauſe of Trade 
and Commerce, of Peace and 
Plenty, of Opulence and 
Power. 


A 
A 


WE 


f 
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Ws learn from the Papers, 
that ſome Gentlemen, celebrated 
for their ſuperior Abilitics, are of 
Opinion, that when the Price 
of Wheat ſhall be at or under 
40s, a Quarter, it will be expe- 
dient not only to permit the 
Exportation, but to allow the 
preſent Bounty of 5s. a Quar- 
ter upon the Exportation of 
ſuch Wheat as ſhall be of the 
Growth and Product of Great 
Britain, &c. What Reaſons 
they offer to ſupport this Opi- 


nion, I know not. 


Bur I hope that what they 
urge in Favour of it will, ſome 
Time or other, be made pub- 
lic. 


Trnovcn ] grant that the Ex- 
portation ſhould not be reſtrain- 
ed, when Wheat is at that Price; 
yet 


4 
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yet to the Reaſons already al- 
ſigned, againſt granting a "San 
ty at all, I will add a few Lines 
to ſhew why a Bounty ſhould 
not by any Means be given, 
when Wheat is 40s. a Quarter. 


Wurd Wheat is 36s. a Quar- 
ter 1t begins to be dear. When 
it is ſo high as 409. a Quarter, 
it approaches to very dear, and 
indicates a real or artificial Scar- 
cityf. The Merchants, from 

S 2 whom 


* We all know how'the Poor murmured 
and complained a few Months fince, when 
it came to that Price. 

+ If the Spirit of the Ti imes muſt have 
a Bounty, I hope it never will be granted, 
when Wheat is at or above 36s. and Barley 
at or above 18s. a Quarter, &c. I ought not to 
fay the Spirit of the Times, becaule I verily 
believe that nine Parts in Ten of all the 
People in the Kingdom confider it as highly 
prejudicial to the Nation. And though I 
do not think that the Vox Populi is always 
Vox Dei, yet it ſhould not be entirely diſ- 
regarded. If a Bounty ſhould be allowed 
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whom I have received my In- 
telligence about the Stocks of 
Corn in Hand, are convinced 
that the preient Dearneſs of 
Corn is owing to the Rapacity 
and Anrtificers of the Growers ; 
who, like the worthy Gentle- 
men of the Alley, ſpeculate up- 
on the Subject, and hoard up 
their Corn to advance the Pri- 
ces. I aſcribe the Scarcity to 
that, and the other various 


Cauſes enumerated in this Trea- 


tiſe. But in either Caſe, to 
advance 


vm 2 


w—_ 
— 


when Wheat is 40s. and Barley 20s. a 
Quarter, the Tranſition from 40 to 48s. 
is ſo ſudden, that it will always give ſpecu- 
lative Merchants an Opportunity to avail 
themſelves by the Exportation of large 
Quantities of Grain with a Bounty, in Or- 
der to create.a Scarcity, and raiſe the 
Price, and enable them to import, with in- 
credible Advantages to themſelves, though 
to the very great Detriment of the Com- 
munity. What has been, may be, is a very 
natural Logic. | 
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vance the Price of it, by the 
Means of a Bounty, would be 
very detrimental to the State, 
and to the labouring Poor and 
low Mechanics in particular. 


Bor if ſuch is the Conſe- 
quence of hoarding now that 
there is neither Exportation nor 
Bounty : If the mere granting 
+ Licences, for which Payments, 
in former Times, were made 
to crowned Heads, for Leave 
to export Corn, enhanced the 
Value of it, we need not won- 
der that Leave to export with 
a Bounty ſhould ſo often and fo 
ſuddenly raiſe the Price, But 

oO en, , /- 


+ No Corn could be exported without 
a Licence from the Crown, *till 17 of 
Richara II. when a general Power of ex- 
porting was granted, with a Proviſo, how- . 
ever, that the King might, by an Order of 
Council, reſtrain the ſame, when he thought 
Proper. 
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what are we to expect, if the 
Legiſlature ſhould grant a Boun- 
ty, when Wheat is 40s. a Quar- 
ter. One may, without tic 
Spirit of Prophecy, foretel! that 
Corn will never be cheap, whilc 
ſuch a Meaſure of Government 
ae in F orce, 


Tun great Colbert aſked an 
eminent Merchant, what he 
{ſhould do for the Benefit of 
Trade.— The Anſwer ; which 
he received, from the judicious 
Merchant was © Let it alone.“ 
But Corn is an Object, nay the 
firſt and principal Object of 
Trade and Commerce. The 
Corn Trade therefore wants no 


Bounty. 


Won tali Auxilio, nec Defen- 


foribus iſtis 
Tempus ge, Virg. An. 2, $21, 
Tus 


„ 


Tur. common Uſe of Wheat 
Bread was confined, till very 
lately, in the Northern and 
Weſtern Counties, to the Gen— 
try and Perſons of eaſy Circum- 
ſtances. The Generality of 
People lived upon Bread made 
of Meſlin, Oat or Barley-Meal. 
Theſe, however, at preſent, 
cat none but what 1s manufac- 


tured of the fineſt Wheat Flour. 


Tun Diſtillers alſo uſe great 
Quantities of Wheat, as well as 
Barley. By theſe Means the 
Conſumption of Wheat and 
Bar ey is increaſed, the Prices 
of them are proportionably raiſ- 
ed, and muſt, conſequently, 
continue ſo high, as not very 
frequently to admit of the Ex- 


portation of any great Quan- 
tity; 


the 
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Tur laboring Poor eat little 
elſe, but Bread. And as Bread, 
made of theſineſt Wheat Flour, 
affords more Nouriſhment than 
what is made of a coarſer Kind, 
we ſhould, by all Means, EE we. 
vor to furniſh them with a Plen- 
ty of it, and upon the cafieft 
Terms poſſible. But a Bounty 
upon exported Corn will leſſen 
the Quantity and make it much 
dearer. A Bounty therefore, 
upon this Account, as well as 
for many other Reaſons, ſhould 
never be granted, 


Tus Exportation of Horſes, 
to ſay nothing of the amazing 
Number that are now uſed in 
Poſt-Chaiſes; which were 
hardly known in this Ifland 


hn 25 Years ago, has been 


the Cauſc of an immenſe Con- 
ſumption of Oats, This Trade 
. 1 has 
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has rendered the Prices of Hor- 
ſes, that are neceſiary for 
Carts, Waggons, &c. as dear 
again as they were about 20 
Years ſince. At that Time a 
Farmer could furniſh himſelf 
with a Team of 5 good Horſes 
for 40 or 50l. which he ca nnot 
now do for leſs than go or Tool. 
But as Horſes ſell at ſuch ex- 
orbitant 4 Prices, much fewer 
Calves are reared; which muſt 
leſſen the Number of live Stock, 
and make animal Food dear. 


Wu ſhould derive many Ad- 
vantages from bringing up a 
greater Number of black Cat- 
tle and fewer Horſes. The 
Former furniſh us, at a Trifle of 

Expence, 


+ A Colt of 2 Years old will ſell for 
15 or 20 Guineas, But 4 or 5 good Steers; 
of the fame Age, may be bought for that 
or leis Money. 
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Expence, with Milk, Butter, 
and Cheeſe, and animal Food, 
for our Nouriſhment, and with 
Leather for our Shoes. The 
Latter afford us nothing but 
Labour, in common with the 
more valuable Oxen, in Lieu 
of Hay and Oats ; which, at 
this Time, are ſcarce and dear 
Commodities, | 


A Hravyv Duty ſhould there- 
fore be laid upon every Horſe 
that is exported. No Calves, 
no Lambs ſhould be killed be- 
tween Chriſtmas and the farſt 
of May. But the various and 
exorbitant Profits; which are 
made by the Saleſman, Butch- 
ers and other Perſons concerned 
between the Grazier and Con- 
ſumer arc enormous. 


BukE 
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Bzzr is now ſold at ed.: and 
64. Mutton at 6d. + and 7d.— 
Vealat 8d. and gd. per Pound 
in London, though the firſt 
is ſold 100 Miles from London, 
at 4d. Mutton at 4d. + and 
Veal at zd. in a Retail Way; 
and which is more extraordinary 
the Contract Prices of Beef and 
Pork, purchaſed by the Com- 
miſſioners for victualling his 
Majeſty's Navy, for the laſt 5 
Years, ſtand exactly thus. 


Year, Beef. Pork. 
1767. 


Lady Qr.—27s. p. Cwt, 
Mid{ummer, 21s. 4d. 


— No 
Michaelmas, 275 No 
Chriſtmas, 26s, 6d, bash 

Ed. 
4 | 10110 


Medium Prices, 250. 54.4 
1768. | 


1908. 1-5. . 
Midſr. 25 2 Pork, 
Michs.- 25 0 
Nilas. 22 10 

5 | None 
Ditto, 2 6 2 purchaſed. 


n 


E 


5 | 126 


Mcdium, 2 5 3 * 


r769.]- 5. a. 

Lady, 26 2 

Midſr. 22 © 

Ditto, 21 4 

Michls. 21 10 

Ditto, 22 6d 

Ama. 33. Cwt. 


50113 10 


Medium, 22 9 


1950.1: 1; a 

Lady, 22 8 335 Ch, 
Mia. 28 
Michs. Nil. 


Xmas. 


Beef. Pork, 
#5: 
Xmas. 43 
3199 7 
Medium, 332 418. 5. p. Cwt. 
1771. 
Lady, 7 8 415.5d.p.Cwt. 


Midir. 139 9 
D220 
Michs. 21 o 
A 2 


45s 8d. 
5 3 2186111 
5 | 112 6 
Medium, 22 6 Medium, 435.54* |, 
1772. 


Lady, no Bills yet made out. 


Wyrrn thoſe Contracts are 
made, they are only for ſuch 
Meat as will take Salt, neither 
Shins, Hicking-Pieces nor Clods 
are included. The Meat muſt 
be 


(-290'} 
be of the beſt Kind and of the 
largeſt Cattle. For neither 
Bullock nor Hog is received un- 
der ſuch a Weight, as is men- 
tioned in the Contract ; which 
is very conſiderable, though I 


do not recolle& exactly the 
ſtated Weight. 


IN Order to reduce the ex- 
ceſlive Price of Butchers Meat, 
&c. it is to be hoped the Work- 
men of all the Yards will fol- 
low the laudable Example of 
thoſe in Wovlwich and Dept- | 
ford ; who have entered into 
a Subſcription tor buying Cat- 
tle in Order to bring the Butch- 
ers to their right Senſes. Sub- 
ſcriptions are AER for the ſame 
excellent Purpoſe, in the Me- 
tropolis, at Briſtol, and in many 
other Parts of the Kingdom. 
I earneſtly wiſh the Alarm may 

become 


on 
become general. — Tis high 
Time it ſhould. The Affair is 
of a very ſerious and important 
Nature. And as it is of ſuch 
a general and national Con- 
cern, there is no Doubt but 
Parliament will take it into 
their moſt ſerious Conſideration. 


Bur it is an old Saying, 
Law-makers are often the firſt 
Law-breakers. We remember 
the Scheme for reducing the 
Price of Fiſh. Though like 
every other Plan, framed by 
finite Creatures, it was not free 
from Imperfections; yet it would 
have been attended with all the 
Succeſs, that we could rea- 
ſonably have expected, and 
would have effectually fickened 
the Fiſh-mongers; if the great 
World had heartily eſpouſed it: 
But their Countenance and 

Sanction 
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Sanction were wanting. The 
Society was to receive ready 
Money for their Fiſh—a fort of 
Payment; which People of F aſh- 
ion + do not always make. The 
Luxury of the Times, the rnany 
Public Amuſements and Places 
of Reſort for gaming, &c, ex- 
hauſt their ready Caſh; fo that 
they are under the Neceſſity of 

running 


+ I have heard of a Man of Faſhion, 
and it is highly probable, that there are 
many others under the fame Predicament, 
who has been upwards of 3oool, at one 
Time, in his Taylor's Debr. 

It is very well remembered how the D—— 
of ſent to his Fiſhmonger in a late 
conteſted Election, deſiring him to vote for 
I.—d T Upon a Demur, on 
K t, the Fiſhmonger's Side, the no- 


ble Duke peremptorily told him, if he did 
not vote for his Friend, that he would ac- 
tually pay him off, and give an Order for 
buying his Fiſh of ſome other Perſon. The 
Fiſnmonger made a low Bow, and ſaid he 
ſhould be very much obliged to his Gracg 
for paying his Bull, 


4 
running very long Scores with 
Fiſhmongers, Butchers and 
all Tradeſmen. There is too 
much Reaſon to believe that 
many of them would rather 
pay a Tradeſman, on Account 
of long Credit, a Hundred, than 
accept of an Abatement of fifty 
per Cent, in Conſideration of 


prompt Payment, for the ſame 


Commodity. And it is to be 
feared that Schemes, calcu- 


lated for the Public Good, fre- 


— 


quently miſcarry from this and 
no other Cauſe. The Trades- 
man is, without Doubt, enti- 
tled to Intereſt for the Uſe of 
his Money, in Proportion to 
the Credit required by the great 
Man; and the Difficulty ot re- 


covering it, on Account of the 


Privileges granted to his Rank, 
to ſay nothing of the Hazard 


he runs of not receiving it at 


7 all. 
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all. But it is extremely hard 
that the honeſt and induſtrious 
ſhould ſuffer for the Indifcreti- 


on and Luxury of the gay, un- 
thinking World. 


Tnrtze is great Reaſon to 
believe that the Prices of many 
other Articles, ſo neceſſary for 
the Preſervation of Liſe, are too 
much enhanced by the myſte- 
rious Arts and fraudulent Con- 
trivances of thoſe, who deal in 
them. F. G. Butter is fold 
where I live, at Six- -PENCE- half- 
penny a pound, in a Retail 
Way. The Expence of carrying 
it to London, including what 1s 
paid jor Caſks is not a Penny a 
Pound. But the Butter of this 
County is fold in London for a 
Shilling a pound. The Sale of 
Cheſhire Cheeſe is quite a Mo- 
nopoly. 


Tus 
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Ta moſtconſiderable Cheeſe- 
mongers in London have form- 
ed themſelves into a Club. 
They are Owners of about 16 
Ships; which are employed be- 
tween London, Cheſter and 
Liverpool. T hey employ theſe 
Ships chiefly in bringing up 
Cheeſe to London. They 
have Factors in Cheſhire who 
buy up the Cheeſe for them, 
and lodge it in their Ware- 
houſes atCheſter. At their weekly 
Meetings they ſettle what Quan- 
tity each ſhall have brought up 
to Market. By this Means the 
Market is fed in ſuch a Manner, 
that they command whatever 
Price they pleaſe. If any one 
offers to have Cheeſe b. ought 
by any other Veſſel; which are 
called bye L «fſe!s, they preſc ntiy 
intimidate them, by thicaten- 
ing never to bring any more for 
2 them: 


„ 
them. They have been long 
endeavouring to monopolize 
the whole ſkipping Trade to 
thoſe Places, by carrying Goods 
at a lower Price than others can 
afford to do, and laying it on 
the Freight of Cheeſe; which 
they have totally engroſſed. 
Should the Freighters, {or the 
ſake of a little preſent Gain, ſui- 
fer them to effect this; they 
will be able in future, to make 
them pay what Freight they 
pleaſe; ſo that you ſee they 
make an artificial Scarcity of 
Cheeſe, and have done ſo for 
ſome Years; and there is no 
Proſpect of its being otherwiſc*. 


Tux Fiſhmongers contribute 
to this national Calamity. They 
frequently ſell a Fiſh for a Gui- 

nea ; 


* Vid. Mr. Wimpey's Thoughts upon 
Intereſting Subjects, &c. P. 39. 
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nea; which did not coſt them 
more than halt a Crown. 


'Tis very extraordinary that 
Great Britain; which is ſur- 
rounded by the Sea, that inex- 
hauſtible Fund of Riches, and 
can boaſt of many fine Rivers, 


ſhould not abound in Fiſh, 


Ir Fiſheries were properly 
encouraged, they would be an 
effectual Means of reducing the 
Price of Proviſions, and of em- 

loying an incredible Number 
f N in making the n 
Sorts of Cordage, and Nets, 
Sail-cloths and Tackle, Boats 
and even Veſſels of Burden, the 
Navigation of which would be 
an excellent Nurſery for Sailors. 
Theſe Conſiderations merit the 
Attention of Perſons of Fortune 
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and a henevolent, liberal Way 
of Thinking, 


Tux Author of Thoughts on 
Trade and Commerce, has taken 
ſome Pains to ſhew that Taxes 
and Dearneſs of Proviſions, do 
not enhance the Prices of La- 
bour; and that it is of the ut- 
moſt Benefit to a Trading Na- 
tion to tax and keep up the 
Prices of the Neceſſaries of Life, 
becauſe it has been obſerved, 
that the dearer the N eiten 
of Life, the more our Manufac- 
turers are obliged to work, and 
conſequently the greater our 
Trade and Commerce. 


Bur that the Prices of Labour 
are affected by the Prices of Provi- 
ſions is evident from the Migra- 
tion of Manufacturers trom 
Places where Pr oviſions are 
dcar, 


(009 
dear, as Spittal-Fields, Suffolk, 
Norfolk, Mancheſter, &c. to 
other Parts, as Yorkſhire, Scot- 
land, &c, where the Neceſſa- 
rics of Life are much cheaper, 


Tux Difference of the Price 
of Wages in Norfolk and York- 
ſhire is now ſo great, that the 
Norwich Manufacturers pur- 
chaſe many of their Goods for 
Exportation in Yorkſhire, tho 
the fame Sorts have tormerly 
been made up in great, and ſtill 
are ma mufactured in very ſmall 
Quantitics in Norwich. 


ALL Proviſione, are much 
dearer now than they were 25 
or 30 Years ago Then Mut- 
ton and Beck were fold in the 
Neighbourhood where I live at 
2d. 2d. and 3d. a Pound. 

1 4 Bur 
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Put now they cannot be bought 


under 3d. i, a Groat or a+ 


Other "Artibles have rifen in 
that, or a highcr Proportion, 
About that Time the Wages of 
Servants were not Halt ry hich 
as they are at. preſent. And 
the Prices of Labour of every 
Kind are much increaſed in less 
Time. The other C onſcquences 
attending the Increaſe of our 
Taxes and Dearneſs of Fro- 
viſions, are alarming. The 
Poor-Rates + are more than 
double what they were 25 Years 
ago. Our Manufacturers and 
Mechanics have quitted their 

native Land, and ſettled in Ruſ- 
fia, France, North America 


and the Weſt Indies. And the 


Balance 


T The aſtoniſhing Increaſe of the Poor- 
Rates is the Rcaſon why the Prices of 
Labor have not increaſed in a much higher 
Proportion than what they have done 
within the laſt 25 Years.—An Obſervations 
Which ſcems to have elcaped the Author 
Gt 7 boughts « on Treat, S.. 
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Balance of Trade is againſt us in 
alinoſt every Country in Europe; 
becauſe thoſe Countries; who 
rival us in Manuiaqures and 
Commerce by living cheaper 
and paying ſmaller Wages, un- 
dericll us in moſt foreign Mar- 
kets. 

Oos Governors ſhould there- 
fore uſe their warmeſt Endea- 
vors to find out effectual Me- 
thods to lower the Prices of 
Proviſions. Such a Meaſure 


would be a Means of relieving 


the Diltrefſes of our Fellow 
Creatures, whoſe Feelings muſt 
be painful beyon! all Deſcrip- 
tion, when they want the com- 
mon Neceſſaries of Life, and 
hear the Cries ol ſtarving Inno- 
cence.— it would prevent their 
uſing unlawful Methods to keep 
themſelve es and Families from 
perithing, and would be a great 
Encouragement to Trade. 


Wo 
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A wist Lawgiver will make 
it his principal Study to render 
all Ranks of People happy. 
But the working Hands delerve 
his Attention more than all o- 
thers, becauſe they are more 
numerous, and their Labor is 
more eſſential. As therefore 
Labor + is ſo eſſential, and gives 
ſuch amazing Value to Lands, 
as well as Manuſactures, he 
ſhould procure to them the quiet 
Enjoyment of the Fruits of 
their Induſtry, and enable them 
to purchaſe the Neceſſaries, not 
to ſay the Conveniences of Lite, 
upon eaſy Terms. 


Tus 


+ Mr. Locke ſays that % is to be 
put to the Value of Labor, in moſt Things 
that are manufactured, (Treatite on Go- 


vernment, E. 170. 
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To diſtreſs this valuable Or- 
der of Men, becauſe of their 
low and humble Station, 
Would be a groſs ard dange- 
rus Act of ivjuſtice. If, diſ- 
c uraged and oppreſſed, they 


refuſe to labour; a Scarcity of 


Proviſions, a Famine muſt ſoon 
enſue, and involve all the Mem- 
bers of the State in one com- 
mon Calamity. Par be it from 
us, far be it from the mild Na- 
ture of our Government to a- 
dopt the horrible Maxim, The 
more wretched the common Peo- 
ple, the more ſubmiſſive and in- 
auftrious they will be It is dic- 
tared by a cruel Heart and not 
by ſound Policy. But under 
every Kind of Government, it 
there is any Thing to fear, it is 
from a People whoſe Poverty 
has rendered them deſperate 


and 
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1 
and have nothing more to 


loſet. 


Many of the lower Claſs of 


People, it muſt be owned, not- 


withſtanding theſe Grievances, 
conſume too much of their 
Time and Money in Alehouſes. 
Though I have proved that theſe 
Houſes are deſtructive to the 
Morals and Happineſs of theſe 
valuable People and of Courſe 
very detrimental to the State ; 
yet I would not, by any Means, 
with the Author, &c. diſtreſs 
the Poot by inceſſant Toil and 
Labor. Far from it! As the 
Prices of Proviſions are raiſed, 
the Prices of Labor, the Poor 
Man's only Commodity, and the 
Treaſury from which the Rich 


Are 


Eſſai Politique ſur le Commerce par 
M. Melon. 
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are ſupplied with moſt of the 
Bleſlings they enjoy, ſhould al- 
ſo be proportionably advanced. 
Let the great Farmers and o- 
ther wealthy People r2member, 
that though the t ffects of the 


Dearneſs fall, at firſt, very hea- 


vily upon the Poor; yet ulti- 
mately their Employers muſt 
fecl the Weight ot the Burden. 
For where the Price of Labor is 
not advanced in Proportion to 
the Prices of Proviſions, the 
Poor-Rates mult increaſe, and 
they are already double, and in 
many Places, three "Times as 
high, as they were 20 or 3oyears 
ago. 


I wourD therefore wiſh to 
put it into their Power to live 
more comfortably, by advan- 
cing the Price of Labor, or by 
enabling them to purchaſe a 


Plen ty 


— — ——— Id” 


— ou 4 1 5 - -4 .- - 1 
„ . r PD AL G > 4 7 4% 
5 - . . . 
* — — 1 — — P * ” „* — * ä * * * _ — _ = — 
7 * * _ — - —_ —.. ” — 2 © & -” 2 7 — * 


6 286 5 
Plenty of common Neceflarie? 
for themſelves and reſpective 
Families upon the ealy Terms 


at which they were bought 20 
or 30 Years ſince. 


Ir would rejoyce my Heart 
to ſee the noble Wiſh of Henry 
the IVth. fulfilled, to fee every 
Labourer and Manufacturer 
have a Fowl for his Sunday's 
Din merh. The Poor of Eng- 
land in particular, will never be 
made good and uſeful Subjects 
by heavy Taxes 22d other Acts 
of Opprei;:- a. Let them be 
encouraged by mild Laws with 
proper Rewards 48 Marks of 
Regard, and tl. ey will render 
this Kingdom rich and power= 


ful. 


Nur 


$ Te veux qu'il n'y ait aucun Payſan 
dans mon Royaume, qui ne ſoit en Etat de 
mettre tous les Dimanches une roule dans 
ſon Pot. 


% 

Bur Dearneſs of Proviſions 
and immoderate Taxes, like 
extreme Neceſſity, deſtroy In- 
duſtiy by engendering Diſhair. 
It was a fine Saying of old Mar- 
ſhal Schwerin to the King of . 
Pruſſia, That if he did rot mean 

* Z0 keep Hileſa, he texcd the Peo- | 
ple of that Country ſufficiently | 
but if ve did mean 79 keep it be 
taxcd them too nuch f. 


I WIII cloſe this Article 
with a Reflection from my ex- 
cellent Friend at Woolwich. 


PrzopLE of the middling Rank; 
who have large Families of Chil- 
dren, I think, at the preſent 
high Rates of Proviſions, can- 
not afford to have meat often at 

their 


+ Mr. Hume's Diſcourſe on Taxes. 
Mr. Hanway's Letters. 


(6 
their Table. What then ruſt 
the lower Sort of People do? I 
mean the induſtrious working 
Artificers of all Trades, and 
the Day-Laborers? They muſt 
certainly live on Bread alone. 
T with Government would take 
the Affair into their ſerious Con 
ſideration, and put an effectual 
Stop to the growing Evils of 
engroſſing, &c. which are be- 
come the Bane of this Country. 
The poor labouring Workmen 
of Woolwich Yard, are lending 
their helping Hand to ſo lau- 
dable an Undertaking; for they 
are now raiſing a Subſcription 
among themſelves for ſetting up 
a Butcher in that Town, and 
for ſupplying him, with Spirit, 
to keep down the Price of all 
Sorts of Meat, Would every 
Pariſh in this Kingdom take 
ſuch 
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ſuch a Step for the Benefit of 
their Poor, the Kingdom in 
general woutd ſoon find the 
good Effect of it. I mean that 
they ſhould liy out Part of the 
Poors Rate in building a Mill, 
and Bakehouſe, erecting a 
Butchery, and buying Corn 
and Cattle to be there ground, 
| baked; and killed under the Di- 
rections of the Overſeers, or 
fuch others as the Veſtry ſhould 
appoint ; and that Bea and 


Meat be delivered out to the 


Poor in ſuch Quantities as their 
different Neceſſities required, 

once or twice in each Week. 

This would be better than giv- 
ing them Money, which 18 com- 
monly ſpent in Drink, and 
would be a great Meaiia of 


bringing the Prices of all Pro- 


viſions to a moderate Standard. 
Tro' the Failure of our 
Crops, by Means of unfavoura- 
ble Seaſons in 1766 and , to- 
U gether 
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gether with the other Reaſons; 
which I have aſſigned for 
the Scarcity of Corn and ani- 
mal Food, were the principal 
Cauſes of the Dearneſs of Pro- 
viſions, yet there are other con- 
curring Cauſes of powerful, and 
no leis obvious Operation, 
ſuch as the *plenty of Money, 

acquired 

* Some of the Nohles and Gentry have 
enlarged their Eſtates by Oeconomy and 
Improvements.—Officers in the Army and 
Navy, Commiſſioners and Agents, many 
Perſons, in the Service of the Eaſt India 
Company, have returned Home laden with 


the Kiches, | will not ſay the Spoils, of the 
different Countries where they ſerved, 


Many Merchants have acquired large For- 


tunes; {ome eminent Lawyers have raiſed 
great Eſtates, and even created Families; 
who have been enobled. Many Scriviners, 
Stock- jobbers, and the great Farmers, in a 
few Counties, have amaſſed conſiderable 
Sums of Money. But it 18, by no Means, 
from hence deducible, that the Quantity of 
Money in the Nation is very great. The 
lucrative Trades of exporting Bullion to the 
Eaſt Indies, and Specie to America, the 
Weſt Indies and Holland; — our taper 
Credit; the late Failures, &c. prove the 
very Reverſc. 


. 
acquired by an extenſive Trade 
and Commerce, &, 

Tus Effects bf Riches are a 
Decreaſe of the Value of Money 
and an Increaſe of the Con- 
ſumption of Proviſions; which 
mult produce a Scarcity and 
enhance their Prices. The 
Quantitities of Butchers' Mat 
now conſumed is greatly beyond 
what they were formerly. The 
Farmers, 30 Years ago, did not 
cat any Meat ofrener. than once 
a Day, and in moſt Counties, 
not above once or twice a Week. 


But now their Servants, in fome 


Parts of the Kingdom, break- 
faſt, dine and ſup upon it; and 
ſo do all the Labourers employed 
in the Time of Harveſt. 

In every Country where 
there is great Plenty of Provi- 
fions, and but little Money, 
there Proviiions muſt be cheap, 
that is, a great deal of them 
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will be exchanged for a little 
Money: on the Contrary, 
where there are but little Pro- 
viſions in Proportion to the 
Number of Conſumers, and a 
great Plenty of Money, or what 
paſſes for Money, there they 
will inevitably be dear, that is, 
a great Deal of Money muſt be 
given to purchaſe them. 

Ir we look back to the Reign 
of Elizabeth, and view the 
rich Towns and Prizes taken 
from the Spaniards, together 
with the amazing Increaſe of 
Trade and Commerce, occaſi- 
oned by many uſeful Manufac- 
turers, who were driven from 
Flanders by the Perſecution of 


the Duke of Alva, to ſeek for 


an Aſylum in this Land of Li- 
berty, we ſhall find that the 


prodigious Quantity of Money, 


acquired by thoſe Conqueſts 
and Increaſe of induſtrious 


People, 
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People, greatly decreaſed the 
Value of Money, and raiſed the 
Prices of Wheat and other Pro- 
viſions in that Reign. 
Tuksz Effects will always 
follow their Cauſes in all Ages 


and in all Countries; and that 


they have done ſo the Hiſtory 
of all Countries, in all Ages, 
ſufficiently inform us. 


I wilt now lay before the 
Reader a few Obſervations upon 
the Effects of our + "Faxes, fo far 

3 as 
+ See Thoughts on the Cauſes and 
Conſequences of the preſent high Price of 
Provinons. Printed for Dodſley, 1767. 
r All Taxes ſays Mr. Icke, fall chiefly on 
« the landed latereſt for every new Tax 
the Conſumer mult be raiſed one Quarter 
« in the Price of the J hings taxed. It is 
« plain the Merchant, I'radeſman, or Ma- 
& nufacturer, neither can, nor will pay 
&« this: for, if he pays a Quarter more tor 
„Commodities than he did, he will ſell 
« them at a Price proportionably raiſed. 
« The poor Labourer and Handicraft's. 
matt cannot: for he juſt lives from Hand 
« to Mouth already, and all his Food, 
„ Cloathing, and Utenſils, coſting a Quar- 


( 294 ) 
as they affect the Prices of 
Proviſions, © 


Tas Reaſoning of the Au- 
thor of the Cauſes of the De- 
cline of Forcign Trade, upon 
this Subject i is very ſtriking, and 
deſcrves the moſt ſerious Atten- 


tion of the Legiſlature. 
Bur 


** 1 
— „ 


— 


* cer more than they did before, either his 
_* Wages mult riſe with the Price of i hings, 
* to make him live; or elſe, not being able 
to maintain and bring up a Family by his 
Labour, he comes to the Pariſh, and then 
the Lands bear the Burthen a hcavier 

„Way. If the Labourer's Wages be raiſ- 
* ed in Proportion to the increaſed Rates 
* of 1hirgs, the Farmer who pays a Quar- 
* ter more tor Wages, as well as all other 
* Things, whilit he ſells Corn and Wool 
* either at the ſame Rate, or lower, at the 
© Market, (ſince the Tax laid upon it 
„ makes reople leſs forward to buy) muſt 
« either have his Rent abated, or clic break 
« and run away in the Landlord's Debt; 
and fo the yearly Value of the Land is 


« brought gown, And who then Pays 
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Bur perhaps it may more 
ſenſibly affect, as well as more 
effectually prepare the Minds 
of the Generality of Readers, 
for a new Mode of Taxation, 
to lay before them the great 
Difference between the Pric:s 
of Things before and fince a 


Tax was laid upon them. 


Ir 


& the Tax at the Year's End, but the 
& Langlord Y (a) 


«© When a Nation is running to Decay 
& and Ruin. the Merchants and Monied- 
© man, do what you can, will be ſure to 
„ ſtarve at lalt”. (5) 


(a) Conſiderations on lowering Intereſt, 
. 9. 


(2) 1dem. Vol. 2. P. 27, 


Taxes, however contrived, and out of 


” — Y 1 1 
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Ir appears, from a Manu- 
ſcript, ſome Time ſince, in 
my Poſſeſſion, of undoubted 
Authority, where the curious 
Author exhibits an accurate 
View of the Prices of Things 
and Labour, for a long Series of 
Years, in the latter Part of the 
laſt Century and the Beginning 
of this, that Salt in 1686, be- 
fore the Duty was laid on it 
was bought in this County for 
1s 2d. the Buſhcl, and in 1694, 
when chargeable with a Duty 
of 1d. © a Gallon, at 25. 8d. 
A farther Duty of 3d.: a 'Gal- 
lon; the whole amounting to 
30. 4d. a Buſhel, was impoſed. 
IO Gul. III. 

ALL 


* whoſe Hand ſoever immediately taken, 
* 5 in a Country where the greateſt Fund 
| 15 Land, lor the moſt Part, terminate 
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Alt theſe Duties were re- 
pcaled 3 Geo. II. when Salt 
was again purchaſcd in this 
County at 1s. 2d. a Buſh- 
el. But the Duties being laid 
on 5 George II and continued 
ever ſince we pay 55s. per Buſh_ 
el, though it is fol. for 11d. * 
at Ihe Pans. 


CanDLEs were bought at 3d. 

a Pound, before a Duty had 
been laid upon them. But at 
pre- 


$ The increaſed Expence of ſupport- 
ing a Gentleman's Family, of 4ool a Year, 
or under, occaſioned by the Salt Duty, a- 
mounts to more in three Years than he 
could ſave by reducing a Shilling in the 
Pound by the Land- tax, Mr. Pultney's 
Speech in 1732. : 


K«Kk 


« upon Land. WWhaetſoever the People is 
© chiefly maintained by, THAT the Govern- 
ment ſupports itſelf on. Nay, perhaps 
eit will be found, that thoſe Taxes which 
te ſeem leaſt to affect Land, will, moſt ſure- 
<« ly of all others, fall the Rents.— And 
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(- ye” 
preſent, they are advanced to 
7d. tho' the Duty paid to the 


Government is but 1d. a 


Pound, 


SopE, 


though the Land-holder pays not this 
* immediately out of his own Purſe, 

« yet his Purſe will find by it a greater 
« Want of Money, at the End of the Year. 
« ——— This is a ſettled and laſting Evil 
< that will ſtick upon him beyond the pre- 
te ſent Payment”: Adem. 

„In all Countries, whoſe Fund is Land, 
„ the Public Charge of the Goyernment 
« will be laid upon Land, and nothing 
« elſe: There, at laſt, it will terminate. 
« The Merchant, &c. do what you can, 
« will not bear it, the Labourer cannot; 
« and therefore the Land-holler muſt — 
„ Lay the Taxes how you will, (and that 
« even in Holland, fo famous tor I rade) the 
« Land every where bears the greater 
% Share of the Burthen. 

« Whenever a Nation declines from its 
te antient Proſperity, the Land-holder feels 
ce the firſt Symptoms of Diſorder, then the 
0 Labourer, Artiſt, and Undęr-workman, 
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Soys, Leather, and a long 
Train of other Things, &c. 
come under the ſame Predica- 
ment, The Yarmouth Shoe- 
makers have addreſſed their 
Repreſentatives, with a great 
deal of Propriety, upon the 
Injury done to their Trade and 
to the Public, by the advanced 


Price of Leather, occaſioned by 


Taxes, Drawbacks on Expor- 
tation, &c. They ſet forth, 
among ocher Particulars, that, 
in about 3o Years Time, taxed 
Calve Skins are riſen from 119. 
a Pound to 22d. a Pound, 
and Hides from od. a Pound to 
12d; Ne. 

Marr, 


and, laſtly the Trader, the monied Man, 
« and the Merchant. In this conſiſts the 
« Difference; all ſuffer ; ſome a little ſoon- 
« er, and others a little later,” 
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Malr, before an Exciſe was 
levied upon it, was made by 
the Farmers in general. And 
ſuch as had not Convenicnces, 
or did not chuſe to make it, 
could exchange a Coorab of Par- 
ley for the ſame Meaſure of 


= Malt, without paying any 

| Thing in Lieu of that Ex- 

| change; which is now 56. a 
Bulhcl. 


« Bur the Taxes laid upon 
ce the Poor are heavier, and of a 
“ more oppreſſive Nature than 
ce thoſe laid upon moſt other 
«© Dcenominatijons of People of 
« better Circumſtances and 


higher Rank”. 
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Surrosix Barley, upon an 
Average, to ſell at 8s. a Coomb, 
and that a Barrel of Ale, ex- 
tracted from a Coomb of Malt, 
is 


— 


(30 

is 36 Gallons or 144 Quarts, 
Ale, of that Quality, will not 
ſtand the private Houſckeepers; 
who brews his own Malt Li- 
quor, in more than 4d. a Gal- 
lon, or a Penny a Quart, aliow- 
ing him 4s. a Barrel or Firing 
and o her Expenccs of Brewing, 
though ſuch an Allowance is 
conſiderably too large. 


Bur, as Matters are now 


circumitanced, Ale-Drinkers 


pay 3d. a Quart for all the Ale 
they drink at Public Houſes ; 
ſo that the. Duties of 3s. a 
Coomb upon Malt, and the 
Exciſe of 8s. a Barrel upon Ale, 
together with the primary and 
+ ſecondary Advances, occa- 
ſioned by them, treble their o- 
riginal Prices to the Conſumer. 


It 


+ The Nature of the primary and ſecondary 
Advances are very well illuſtrated by the 
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If the Government advances 
2 Commodity by a Tax, the 


Retail Purchaſer will receive it 
at an Advance of not leſs than 


hve Times the Tax. 


Wuy 


Author of the Cauſes of the Decline of 
foreign Trade, Mr. Dean Tucker, and the 
Author of the Cauſes, &c. 

« To pay Intereſt for Money borrowed, 
and funded, Taxes muſt be confidered as 
additional Burdens laid on every Comfort, 
and almoſt every Neceſſary of Life, before 
ſufficiently loaded. "Fheſe muſt unavoid- 
ably increaſe the Prices of them, and 
that in a much greater Proportion than is 
uſually underſtood : for a Duty laid on a- 
ny Commodity does not only add the Va- 
lue of that Duty to the Price of that Com 
modity, but the Dealer in it muſt advance 
the Price double or creble Times that Sum; 
for he muſt not only repay himſelf the origi- 
nal Tax, but muit have Compenſation | 
his Loſſes in Trade by bad Debts, and Loſs 
of Intereſt by his increaſed Capital. Be- 
ſides this, every new Tax does not only 


C0087 

Wuy our own Poor, ſhould 
be loaded with theſe Duties and 
Exciſes, when, at the ſame 
Time, we grant a Bounty and 
Storage of 2s gd. a Quarter for 
all the Malt, and a Drawback 
of 


affect the Prices of the Commodity on 
which it 15 laid, but that of all others, whe- 
ther taxed or not; and with winch, at firt 
Sight, they ſcem to have no Manner of 
Connedtir n. Thus, for Inſtance, a Tax 
on Candles muit raiſe the Price of a Coat, 
or a pair of Btecches; becauſe, out of theſe, 
all the Taues on Candles of the Wool- 
comber, Weaver, and Taylor, muſt be paid: 
A Duty upon Ale muſt raiſe the Price of 
Shoes; becauſe from them all the T axes 
upon Ale drank by the Tanner, Leather— 
dreſſer, and Shoemaker, which is not a lit- 
tle, miſt be refunded; No Tax is imme- 
diate}y laid upon Corn, but the Price of 
it muſe necelſarily be advanced ; becaule 
out of that, all the innamersble Taxes 
paid by the Farmer on Windows, Soap, 
Candles, Malt, Hops, Leather, Salt, and 
a Thouſand others, mult be repaid : ſo 
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cf the Duty, with a Bounty of 
a Shilling a barrel, upon all the 
Ale we export, is a Myitery that 
will admit of no Solution upon 


the general Principles of Trade 
and Commerce. 


that Corn is as effectually taxed, as if a 
Duty by the Buſhel had been primarily laid 
upon it; for Taxes, like the various Streams 
which form a general Inundation, by what- 
ever Channels they teparately find Admiſſi- 
on, unite at laſt, and overwhelm the Whole. 
The Man, therefore, w::0 fold Sand upon 
an Als, and raiſed the Price of it during 
the late War, though abuſed for an Impo- 
fition, mot certainly acted upon right Kea- 
ſons; for though there were no new Taxes 
then impoted either on Sand or Aſſes, yet 
he found by Experience, that, from the 
Taxes laid on almoſt all other J hings, he 
could neither maintain himſelf, his Wife; 
or his Als, as cheap as formerly; he was 
therefore under a Neceſſity ef advancing 
the Price of his Sand, out of which alone 
all the Taxes which he paid mult be refund- 
ed. Thoughts on the Cauſes, &c, 


38 
Tur Duty upon Coals is a 
very unequal and extraordinary 
Meaſure, 


Tur Citizens of * London 
pay 10s, the Inhabitants of the 
out Ports; who, in common 
with the Londoners, fetch them 
at a large Fxpence, pay 5s. a 
Chaldron Duty, while thoſe; 
who have them in the Neigh- 
bourhood of the Mines, almoſt 

X „ 


Thus I think it is evident, beyond all 
Doubt, that the Increaſe of Taxes muſt in- 
. creaſe the Price of every Thing, whether 
taxed or not; and this is one principal 
Cauſe of the preſent extraordinary Advance 
of Proviſions, and all the Neceſſaries of 
Life”. Thoughts on the Caujes, Sc. 


* There are more than 600,000 
Chaldrons conſumed annuaily in Lon- 
don. 
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for Nothing, are ſupplied with 
them without any Duty.“ 


In the Year 1750, large 


Coals, at the Pits, near New- 


caſtle, were ſold for 4s. 6d. a 
Chaldron, and ſmall Ones for 
3s. the Duty was 5s. the Freight 
to the Sea-ports of the County 
in which I live, 7s. 6d. and the 
Unloading 64. a Chaldron. 


Tux + whole Expence of 
2 Chaldrons of Coals, one round 


or large, the other ſmall; which 


is the conſtant Practice of the 
Merchants, amount to 1/.135.6d, 


though upon an Average we 
pay 225, a Chaldron. 


1 Chal- ; 


. 


O O0 O0 0 


E -#--86 
| 
i Chaldrori of round Coals, 0 4 
t Ditto, ſmall, — — 1 
Duty of 2 Chaldrons, — O 10 
j* cine of 2 Chaldrons, — 0 15 
Unloading of 2 Chaldrons O 1. 
The Price and Expences of 2 | 717 6 
Chaldrons to the Merchant, | 
We pay for 2 Chaldrons, q 4 0 
Therefore the Merchant's Gain | 5 ; 


by 2 Chaldrons is 


IT appears from this imper- 
fect View of our Taxes, that 
every Tax or Duty, laid upon 
any Commodity, advances the 
Price of that Commodity to the 
Conſumer double, in ſome 
Caſes treble, and in all Caſes 
greatly beyond the Duty impo- 
ſed upon it by the Government. 


Arr the various Taxes, the 
Land-tax excepted, wichout the 
Addition of the primary and 

1 ſecuu- 


1 268 /:) 


fecondary Advances, do not a- 
mount to more than 29. in the 
Pound upon the Incomes cf 
Houſekecpers, from 300 to 20/. 
a Year, according to ſeveral 
exact Calculations; which I 
have made, with great Care, 
and, I would hope, with ſome 
Degree of Accuracy. But the 
primary and ſecondary Advances 


make them amount to 133. 


TE Mode therefore of Tax- 
ation; which occaſions theſe 
aſtoniſhing Advances ſhould be 
altered. — 

No one ſhould be exempted 
from a general Contribution tor 
defraying the Exigencies ot State, 
provided a Capitation or Tax 
could be contrived, ſo as to 
bear an exact Proportion to the 
Income of Individuals. "Tis 


not the Tax we ſhould blame, 
but 


(3 


but the Mode of collecting and 
the bad Uſe made of itt. 


Ir inſtead of the preſent Va- 
riety of Taxes, Duties and Ex- 
ciſes upon Malt, Malt Liquor, 
Coals, Sope, Candles, Salt, Lea- 
ther, Windows, &c. there was 
but one Tax, ſuppoſe of 2s. in 
the Pound, upon every Man's 
real Income, whether it ariſes 
from real Eſtate, Service or La- 
bour, and 4s. in the Pound, 
upon the Intereſt of all perſonal 
Eſtates, Stock in Trades, &c. 
Four Shillings for every 205, 
of the Salaries of every Per- 
fon, having any public Office 
or Employment, &c. F All 


X 3 pay- 


f Le n'eſt pas les Impòts qu' 1] blame, 
mais la Facon de les percevoir. M. de Mi- 
rabeau. M. Pinto. 

S Properly ſpeaking, Articles of Lux- 
ury only ſhould be chargeable with Duties 
and Taxes, from the Payment of which 


(- 990-3 
payable within the Year, and to 
be collected at 34. in the Pound, 
every Man would buy the Ne- 
ceſlaries of Lite much cheaper 
than he does at preſent, load- 
ed as they are by ſuch a Va- 
riety of Taxes, Exciſes and Du- 
ties. He would ſave more than 
-5. in the Pound of his annual 


/ 


Income. 

Our Manufactures would be 
conſiderably. cheaper, and our 
Trade of Courſe would be much 
more extenſive. But as the 
Income of Individuals would be 
amazingly increaſed by it, the 
Surplus of the Revenue, after 
diſcharging the various De- 
mands, for the Payment of which 


the 


— 
i 


— 
—_ J——_— — — N _— 


kth ali ” 


the Neceſſaries of I Ife ought to be ex- 
empted, becauſe all Taxes upon them raiſe - 
the Price of Labour, and advance the Va- 
pu of Manufactures, 


Ee 

the Supplies ſhould be granted 
by Government, would annually 
decreale the national Debt, the 
Intereſt of which, if the Prin- 
cipal is not, by Degrees, paid 
of muſt deſtroy our Trade and 
haften our Ruin. 

As the National Debt is 15 
enormous and portends ſuch fa- 
tal Conſequences, I will beſtow 

a few Reflexions upon the Sub- 
feat. Some of them are borrowed 
from a French+ Writer of Emi— 
nence. Some are my OWn, 
The Former will, I am perſua- 
ded, be very acceptable ; the 
Latter, will I hope, give no 
Dilguſt to the candid Reader. 
Tue Sea, ſays Lord Chancel- 
lor Bacon, 7s a Kind of univer- 
fal Monarchy; which Mature 
ſeems to have given as Portion 

— Ix - ta 
+ Les Tnterits des Nations de L' Eu- 


rope, developis relaijvement au Commerce, 
Leide, 1766. 


(SES 


to Great Britain; which ſooner 
or later will have the Treaſures 
of the Indies at her Diſpoſa!, 
This great T Man; who could 
read the Progreſs of the Sciences 
and trace their Rout in Futuri- 
ty, could allo foreſce the pro- 
digious Elevation of his Coun- 
try. What ſhould hinder Eng- 
land from having, at this Time, 
the Fmpire of the Sea and the 
univerſal Monarchy of 4 Com- 
merce? At the End of the 
laſt War, Mr. Pitt declared in 
in the Houſe of Commons, 
that America had been conguered 
in Germany. He might have 
added that by the Conqult of 


America 


7 80 Interets des Nations, &c. P. 
200, &c. 

+ Sir W. Petty was of Opinion 95 
it was not impoſſible, nay a very feaſible 
Matter, for the King of England's Sub- 
jects to gain the univerſal Trade of the 
whole commercial World. 


E 0 
America England is become the 
moit powerful Nation in Eu- 


CPS. 


Many Nations have attained 
to this Height of Grandeur; 
which ſeems to realize the Idea 
of univerſal Monarchy, But 
this Exceſs of Power has always 
been the laſt Period of their 
Reign, of their Power, or ra- 
ther the firſt of 'their Decline. 
lt other States are now obliged 
to acknowledge the Grandeur 
of the Britiſh Nation, ſhould 
ſhe not dread this Kind of Ho- 
mage, at the Time ſhe makes 
her Power fo formidable? she 
has marked out to other Na- 
tions the Methods they ſhould 
take to arrive at a relative Gran- 
deur, and ſome other Nation 
will, without Doubt, recover 
the Balance, if England does 

not 


„ 
not conſtantly endeavour to a- 
bate the Effects which the Love 
of Liberty naturally ſuggeſts, 


Tuts Grandeur, this Power, 
ſo reſpectable, 1s not the Conſe- 
quence of War. It is the Ef- 
fe of an extenſive Commerce, 
produced by Agriculture and 
flouriſhing Manufactures. Eng- 
land is a Proof of their being 
in an Error, who think that a 
commercial Nation 1s a weak 
one. The Commerce of Eng- 
land employs more than 7000 
Veſſels; and this Number will 
undoubtedly be conſiderably in- 
creaſed by the Acquiſition of 
Senegal, a great Number of the 
Sugar Iſlands, Canada, Cape 
Breton, Florida, and a Settle- 
ment at Campeachy; which will 
enable her with the greateſt Fa- 
_ cility, almoſt entirely to ſecure 

Th tO 


1 
to herſelf the w hole Commerce 
of America. No Nation has 
hitherto raiſed ſo prodigious a 
maritime Force. — And what 
Advantages has ſhe not acqui- 
red, not only to ſupport, but 
even to encreaſe it at Pleaſure? 
Al the Treaſures of India, as 

the celcbra ted Chancellor Ba- 

con forctold, near two Ages 
ſince, are now at her Diſpoſal, 
The Exceſs of national Credit 
muſt either deftroy, or raiſe this 
Nation to the higheſt Degree of 
Power. 


Can this Nation be ignorant 
that, by increating continually 
the Public Debt, this brilliant 
Edifice, erected with ſo much 
political Wiſdom and by the 
greateſt Aſſiduity, muſt at laſt 
tall under the Weight of exceſ- 
five Impoſts, rendered unavoid- 


able 
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able through the Exceſs of Pub- 
lic Credit? The Funds, the 
borrowed Money, by the Means 
of which England made ſuch 
great Conqueſts in America; 
by the Means of which, with 
the Engliſh Soldicry, the King 
of Pruſſia and Prince Ferdi- 
nande, conquercd the Armies of 
two powerful Empires, and 
thoſe of France could not fail 
of loſing to her a great Part of 
her antient Commerce in Eu- 
rope, a Commerce the Conſe— 
quence of her Induſtry. Will 
the Extenſion of her Marine 
and Conqueſts, recompenſe this 
Loſs? Events; which no one 
can foreſee, muſt decide this 


Queſtion. 


H1igu 


417 
Hicu Taxes have givena ſen- 
ſible and fatal Blow to all our Ma- 
nufactures, by raiſing the Priceof 
Labor and giving them an arti- 
ficial Value; 4 which obliged our 
Merchants, in 1759, to pur— 
chaſe Stuffs at Marſeilles for the 
I evant, and determined the 
Spantards © to prefer French 
Stockings and other Manufac- 
tures to thoſe of i'nglandz and 
notivithtanding” ſevere Prohibi- 
tions and Penalties, Commerce 
finds out a Method of introdu- 
cing rich Silks, Lace, &c, from 
France to our Nobility and Gen- 
try, in large Quantities, becauſe 
they are more in Taſte, 
lighter, gayer and cheaper. 
To our Taxes Drawbacks, 
&c. may be aſcribed our bad 
N Suc- 


f Il eft certain que I Exces des Im- 
pots, &c. P. 204. 4 On lit dans, &c. 206, 
b 207, £207. 


| 3 
Succeſs in the Herring Fiſhery, 


aandother Branches of Com- 
merce.“ 

Tun Engliſh* by the De- 
ſtruction of their Woods, have 
given the Swedes, Ruſſians and 
Spaniards, a vaſt Advantage in 
the Commerce of Timber and 
Iron. So that Ireland, formerly 
abounding in the fineſt Oaks, 
import them now from Nor- 
way, and are obliged to ſell 
their raw Hides in Holland and 
Flanders for want of Bark to 
tan them. 


Tux low Prices of Freight 
enables Holland to flouriſh, 
The d Engliſh cannot build and 
navigate their Ships, but at a 
vaſt Expence, on Account of 
their Taxes and Duties. 


On 


# 208, J 209, c 209. 421% 
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On theſe Accounts the Coals of 
Liege and France, though of an 
inferior Quality, are preferred to 
thoſe of England. 


Tuz Eaſt India Trade is no 
farther advantagcous to the Eu- 
ropean Nations, engaged in it, 
than in Proportion to the Re- 
exportation of the Eaſt India 
Merchandizes, and their Impor- 
tation of Gods that are neceſ- 
ſary for their interior Conſump- 
tion; which they are otherwiſe 
obliged to buy at ſecond Hand, 

Orr Silver is ſent, though few 
of our Manufactures are carried 
to the Eaſt Indies. We receive 
little or Nothing from thence, 
beſides Tea, Porcelain, and other 
Articles of Luxury“. 


Bur 


* The Money, ſent abroad for Tea, 
&c. is buried in a Gulph from whence it 
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Bur the Legiſlature have taken 
this Trade into their Conſidera- 
tion. The Great Colbert aſked an 
eminent Merchant, What ſhall 
we do to encourage and aſſiſt 
you ; to extend and eſtabliſh 
Trade and Commerce? — I le 
Merchant wiſely replied, Lay 
no Reſtraint upon Trade 

Leave us to ourſelves. 
Bur the Trade, inwhich this 
worthy 


never returns: Nor is the whole Body of 
the Engliſh Nation advantaged by this In- 
tercourſe of Trade, but only a certain 


Number of Individuals. A Tax, there- 


fore, on ſuch oriental I uxury, (if the Ex- 
preſſion may he uſcd,) with Proviſo it re- 
lieved the Poor from the Burthen of ſome 

other Impoſt upon the immediate Neceſſa- 


Ties of Life, micht be called in Effect, a 


Tax founded upon moral trudence and 
arente] Kindnets. Mr. Verte. 

+ Laiſez—#i vu tari—C'elt la Rẽpon- 
ſe qui faite a M. Colbart par un fameux 
Negoriant, 2 qui ce grand Miniſtre de- 
mandiit ſes avis pour perfectioner Keen: 
tendre le Commerce. 


(342: 
worthy Merchant was engaged, 
was not a Monopoly. 

Tur * Decline of our Trade 
with the Colonies of North 
America, is alarming, But they 
are in a flouriſhing State, by 
the Means of their extenſive 
Commerce, with the Sugar 
Iſlands, the Subjects of Spain, 
France, Portugal and Holland, 
as well in America, as in Eu- 
rope. 


Tur * Increaſe of the various 
Manufactures of other Coun- 
tries, becauſe we fabricate them, 
at a greater Expence, mult prove 
fatal. 

Tus Balance of Trade is very 
little in Favour of England, 
but from the Commerce with 
Portugal, and the clandeſtine 
Trade in the Welt Indies, & c. 

Y 410 
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To recover our former Supe- 
riority, acquired by the foreign 
Conſumption of our Manufac- 
tures, is not impracticable. But 
the Dearneſs of Labor confines 
them, at preſent, to interior 
and Home-Conſumption. And 
this Dearneſs of Labour will 
ſubſiſt, ſo long as the enor- 
mous Load of the national 
Debt, obliges the Government 
to continue the Impolts, 
at the Exceſs to which 
they have arrived. This Ex- 
ceſs of Impoſts deſtroys Popula- 
tion, Agriculture and Manutac- 
tures, increaſes the Number of 
Poor, whoſe Support 1s to Eng- 
land an annual Expence of more 
than two Millions. 4 

Tuz fole, the only Reme- 
dy to theſe Evils, ſo great and 


{o real, and the only {olid Foun- 
dation 


0 214. 


($83) 
dation that England can give to 
its Power, muſt ariſe from the 
Extinction of the Public Debt, 


6? 


C. 0 


Our Settlements at Senegal, 
the Author of the Intereſts, &c. 
apprehends, furniſh us with the 
Means of paying this national 
Debt, by the Conqueſt of Bam- 
buck, a Country whoſe Mines 
of Gold are infinitely richer 
than thoſe of Braſil, Mexico 
or Peru. 


Wa are informed, by this 
Writer, that a Factor of the 
French India Company, named 
 Campagnon, is the only Euro- 
pean known, who has ever ar- 
rived at this rich Kingdom, 
He has given a full and exact 
Def ſeription of it, as well as ol its 

1 2 rich 
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rich Mines. Two Directors of 
of the India Con pany, IH. De- 


7 


premenil and David, particu- 


larly charged with the Affairs 


of Senegal, have vouched for 


the Intelligence, Capacity and 
Fidelity of this Factor; which 
gives great Weight to this Re- 
lation. 


Bur a Communication with 
Bambuck, and the Countries 


bordering upon the Niger, 


Gambia, and the other great 
Rivers of Africa, would Open 
a Paſtage to richer and more in- 
exhauſtible > Mines, than the gol- 
den ones of Africa, or America. 


It would procure, by a fair and 


honorable Commerce, without 
the Aids of Conqueit and U- 
ſurpation; which are contrary 
to the Laws of Nations and Hu- 
manity, and a Diigrace to all 

CiY ls 


(338 
civiiized Countries, an unmenſe 
exclifive Trade for our Manu- 
factures, and extend the Sale 
and Conſumption of the various 
Merchandizes of Europe. 


NorwiTHSTANDING the various 
Schemes that have been propo- 
[d by different Writers for pay- 
ing off the national Debt, to 
exten} our Trade and Com- 
merce ſeems to be the moſt ra- 
tional, infallible Means of doing 
it, provide we obſerve a pro- 
per Occonomy in the Amn i- 
tration of the various Monies 
that are collected for the Uſes 


Tus Frugatity, Occonomy 
and Morals of the Swiſs have 
rendered the Can on of Berne 
very rich, though the Soil is 
barren, and the Country with- 
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out Sea- ports, Manufactures 
and Mines. A Venetian Em- 
baſſador once told Cardinal 
Richlicu, That they wanted 
nothing to render France rich 
and happy, but to know how 
to lay out with Propriety, what 
they ſquandered away in difli- 
pattion and Folly. This Obfer- 
vation is equally applicable to 
England. 

Now, the Balance of our 
Trade with Ruſſia, Sweden, 
Denmark, Poland, Germany, 
Holland, Flanders mand France, 
is greatly againſt us, prudent 
and benevolent Methods ſhould 
be taken to extend our Trade 
in Africa, from whence we may 
derive incredible Advantages, 
by exchanging our Manufac- 
tures at a fair Price for the Gold, 
Gums, Teeth, and other oy 


Materials of chat Country. 
chele 


„ 

theſe Means we ſhould not only 
enrich ourſelves, without ot— 
fending any of the Powers of 
Furope, but deliver theſe un- 
happy People from Tyrrany 
and bleſs them with the Advan- 
tages and Happineſs of more 
enlightened Communities, 


Tur Portugueſe are the only 
Europeans; who have eſtabliſh- 
ed Settlements, and who carry 
on a Commerce in Competition 
with the Arabians, at Sofala, at 
Moſambique, and Melinda upon 
the Eaſtern Coaſt of Africa. 
This Commerce 1s: {o rich, eſ- 
pecially at Moſambique, that it 
15 called the Peru and Chih of 
the Portugueſe, - They pretend 
that it was from thence that 
Sclomon, and Hiram, the king 
of Tyre, drew their prodigious 

— 2 Riches; 
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Riches ; and that this Port of 
Africa is the celebrated Ophir. 
It is there they receive the Gold 
of Monomotapa, in Exchange 
for the Silks and Stuiis of Aka 
and Europe. 


Tur Portugueſe firſt diſco- 
vered Menomotapa, upon Whoſe 
Monarch the, have belle wed the 
Title of The Emperor of Cell. 
Faria pretends that at Maſſ pa 
they found an Ingot of Gold of 
12000 Ducats, and an other of 
Four Hundred Thouſand. It is, 
however, certain, that they have 
imported immenſe Quantitics of 
Gold from thence, in Lieu of 
their Stutts, Necklaces > Beads, 
and other Merchan ras of little 

Value; and they might derive 
111! greater Advantages, i it this 
Branch of e Commerce was better 


1 


cultivatcd. a 
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I wit, cloſe this Article, 
upon the Means of paying off 
the national Debt, by opening 
an extenſive Commerce into the 
interior Parts of Africa, with a 
iew Reflections upon the pyra- 
tical States of Farbary; which 
ſo far as a are borrowed trom 
the Author of Les Interets, &c. 
are juſt and Reigen 
i; ts Coaſts of Barbary might 
be covered with flouriſhing 
'F owns by Population and In- 
duſtry; they might preſent to 
he C ommerce of Europe a 
great Variety ol { valuable Com- 
modities and an extenſive i pen- 
ing for cur Manufactures ; if 
the Inhabitants of theſe Coaſts 
knew any Profeſſion but that 
of infeſting the Seas with their 
Pyracics. This immenſe Extent 
of Country ; which is extreme- 
ly ſertile, might be of the great- 
; eſt 
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eſt Utility to induſtrious and 
commercial Nations, to which 
it is at preſent very inimical. 
Now that the Turkiſh Domini- 
ons are laid waſte and convul- 
ſed by the Forces of the Ruſſian 
Empire, is the Hhvourable Time, 
the critical Moment for curbing 
the Inſolence of theſe pyratical 
States. Alithe Powers of Europe 
ſhould unite, tho' not to deſtroy 
their naval Armaments, yet to 
oblige the Ottoman Porte, toge- 
ther with them, to give Hoſta- 
ges for our Security from any 
future Hoſtilities. Theſe Na- 
tions, forced to renounce for 


ever this criminal War, would 


employ themſclves in the Cul- 
tivation of their Lands, and, 
by an honeſt Induſtry, acquire 
Riches, with the Conveniences 


of Life, to ſatisfy their Luxury, 
5 — by 


„ 

by Ways the moſt agreeable and 
conformable to human Nature. 

A PYACEABLE and lawful 
Commerce. would ſoon ſubſti- 
tute amcng the Inhabitants of 
this vaſt and extenſive Coun- 
try, ſoft and gentle Manners 
inſtead of Perocity and a Diſ- 
pofition for Theft and Robbery. 
They would become a more 
happy People: their Lands, na- 
turally fertile, cu.tivated ac- 
cording to our ſuperior Skill in 
Agriculture, would turniſh them 
with an Abundance of Produc- 
tions ; other Improvements. 
would be introduced; Po- 
pulation would be increaſed ; 


and they would be enriched ' 


by a flouriſhing Commerce. 

To make Settlements in this 
Country, not with hoſtile, but 
with the friendly Intentions of 
civilizing them, and reviving 
in Africa the Times of the 
„„ Car- 
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Cartbaginians, the Syphaxcs 
and Maſſiniſſa's, would crown 
our auſpicious Monarch and his 
honeſt Miniſter, with Honor 
and Immortality, and be the 


greateſt Glory of this Age and 
Country. 


Tobsen In duſtry and Ma- 
nufactures, Trade and Com- 
merce are the true Sources of 


Ricnes; which are great Hleſ- 


bngs, whea they are : envlo; ed 
in furniſhing Mankind with the 
Necetlaries And Convenien ces, 
with the Elegancies and Re- 
finements of Life; yet that 
Riches do not introduce exceſ- 
{ft-e Luxury ſhould be one of 
the great Ends of Government. 
For Wat the Poet obſerves of 
a City, enriched by Manufac- 
tures, and improved by wiſe 
Regulations and Laws, may be 


aps 


„ 
plied to all Countries when they 
are falling under the Dominion 
of Luxury and Diſſipation. 


i Poſtquam Caput ar- 
dua Cælo 
Extulit, immenſis crevit Opima Opibus. 
Cultus vincit Opes, & Cultum Gratia Re— 


rum, 
Quam bene! Si Luxus non Comitetur 
Opes. 


True moiſt ſenſible Part of 
Mankind, from. the earlieſt 
Times, have conſidered Luxu- 
ry as the Source of the Corrup- 
tion of Manners, and other E- 
vils,—as the Forerunner, and 
principal Cauſe of the Declen- 
ſion and Ruin of States. 


re" 
2 


Iiſtory and Experience 


HE. FE 
of all Ages demonſtrate this 
Truth. It ſuch are the fatal 
Conſequences of Luxury, let 
us take a View ol the Progreſs it 


has 
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has made in this Kingdom. 
All Ranks of People are pci- 
ſoned with it in the Metropolis. 

And, in Conſequence of the 
ealy Communication Jately cre- 
ated between the different Parts 
of the Kingdom, by the Means 
of Turnpike Roads, and an 
Inland Navigation, our other 
Cities and great Towns, moſt 
Country Places, though remote 
from London, are not much 
better circumſtanced. The In- 
habitants fall into deſtructive 
Schemes of Life, in Proportion 
to their Opportunities. The 
Faſhions, Manners and Plea- 
ſures of the Capital have been 
propagated every where ; and 
almoſt every Town and Village 
now vies with our great Empo- 
rium in all Kinds of Expenſive 
Diſſipation and Amuſement, 
This enervates and debilitates, 


deſtroys 
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deſtroys virtuous Induſtry, and 
brings on Poverty, Dependance 
and Venalityk. Our Houſes, 
and Furniture, and, indeed, e- 
very Thing that can be named, 
confirm this Obſei vation. 


A Tast for building, un- 
der proper Reſtrictions, is lau- 
dable. Palaces, and Churches, 
with other public Edifices, may 
be conſidered as Monuments of 
the Muniiicence and Piety of 
their Founders. To erect great 
Houſes; Planting and other 
Improvements, are undoubtedly 
innocent and afford much rati- 
onal Amuſement to the Mind. 
They are Advantages to the 
Public, in general, and furniſh 
many poor and induſtrious Fa- 

milies 


* Vid, Dr. Price's Supplement, P. 
360. 
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milies with Employment and 
common Neceſſaries. 


Pzxrars it would not be dif- 
ficult to prove, where the bene- 
volent and gcnerous Patriot is 
poſſeſſed of an immenſe Eſtate, 
without a numerous Iflue, that 
were the ſame Money ; which 
is expended in erecting a mag- 
nificent Structure, to be laid 
out in the moſt careful Manner, 
in charitable Uſes, it would not 
be much more for the Public 


Good. 


Most of our Purſuits, con- 
fidered philoiop aically, may be 
found vain enough; yet, if we 
were not to be put in Motion 
by a Thouſand little Induce- 
ments, with which we meet in 
Life, our Victue might be fixed, 

As 
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as Mr. Pope ſays; but it is fixed 


as in Froſt. 


On the other Hand, whete 
ſtately Fabricks are Sele, 
whether by Peers or Commoners, 
even of conſiderable Fortunes, 
when their Families are large, 
tis a dangerous Exceſs of Lux- 
ury. 


Euctnto took Poſſeſſion of 
x 2,000/. a Year, a good old 
Houle, and 80, ooo. in Caſh, 
upon the Deceaſe of his late Fa- 
ther. He pulled down the old 
family Seat, and has built a 
ſuperb Edifice in the Grecian 
Style. The Shell took off his 
Caſh The Furniture has o- 
bliged the noble Peer to mort- 
gage his Eſtate for 70 or 80, 
ſome ſay 100,000/7. which would 


have made a handſome Proviſion 
Z for 
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for his younger Children, and 


enabled him to ſupport the Dig- 
nity and Independance handed 
down to him by his Anceſtors, 


Felix quem faciunt, Sec. 


Bur Luxury is become gene- 
ral. 


To obſerve the Furniture of 
our Houſes— the gilded Cie- 
lings, the Hangings of India 
Paper, rich Silk Damaſks, Ta- 
peſtry and Velvet; the large 
French and Venetian Glaſſes; 


the Marble Pillars, to ſay No- 
thing of Marble Slabs, Tables 


of Porphyry, Granite, Agate, 
&c. The carved Chairs and 
Couches, gilt and covered with 
Damaſks,—the Turkey Carpets, 
&c. the Paintings of Raphael 
M. Angelo, Carracci, Titian, 


and 


„„ 

and other Maſters of the Italian 
and Flemiſh Schools, not to 
mention the Prints of Poilly 
and Strange the maſſy Ser- 
vices of Plate, and expenſive 
Sets of Porcelain, how are we 
feized with Wonder and A- 
mazement! 


Wirn what Numbers of made 
Diſhes; with what Varieties of 

Fiſh, Fleſh, Fowls and Game; 
rh yet one can hardly lay with 
what Plenty are the Tables co- 
vered |! 


Tux different Sorts of Wine 
from France, Portugal and 
Spain, from the Madeiras, the 
Grecian Iſlands and Hungary, 
are ſcarely to be enumerated. 
Wine, with Punch made of 
French Brandy, Rum and Ar- 
rack, are drank to a Degree of 


Z 2 Pro- 
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Profuſion by People to whoſe 
Anceſtors their very Names were 
hardly known. The Monies 
laid out for Chocolate, Coffee 
and Tea, amount to immenſe 
Sums. 


Tuf Modes of Dreſs, as well 
as thoſe of Houſekeeping, are 
Articles of incredible Expence. 
Here the Ladies are beyond De- 
ſcription, extravagant, 


Tux y have Spring and Sum- 
mer, Autumn and Winter Silks, 
Brocades, Gold and Silver Stuffs, 
ſome of which are bought at 
the enormous Price of 30 Gui- 
neas a Yard. The Birth-day 
Suit is never worn a ſecond 
Time. Their Heads are adorn- 
ed with Dreſden and Mechlin 
Lace, enriched with Jewels of 
immenſe Valuc. Large Eſtates 


hang 
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hang upon their + Ears. How 
brilliant are their Diamond 
Necklaces and Stomachers, heir 
Watches and other Trinkets; — 
their very Buckles are ſet with 
Pearls and precious Stones |! 


Taz [a] Play-houſes, the O- 
pera-houſes, [4] Maſquerades, 


Vaux-hall and Ranclagh, the 
2 Pan- 


T Non ſatis eſt Mulieribus Inſania, niſi 
bina ac terna Patrimonia Auribus perpen- 
diſſent. Senec. de Beneficiis. 

ſa] York, Briſtol, Norwich, Liverpool, 
Hull, and Bath, have their Playhouſes un- 
der the Sanction of Government, not to 
mention an incredible number of Come- 
dians, as they call themſelves, who are ſup- 
ported in their Luxury and Extravagance, 
by the Contributions of all Degrees of 
People in every Part and Corner of the 
Kingdom. 

[5] The Money ſquandered away at the 
laft Maſquerade was computed to he 100001. 
though Tradeſmen go unpaid, and our in- 
Auſtrious Poor are ſtarving. 


- r 
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Pantheon, Mrs. Cornely's, the 
London Tavern, dc. are crowd- 


ed. 


GUADAGNI 1s paid 2000. a 
Seaſon for Singing, and Madam 
Heinel half the Sum for Danc- 
ing. The Pleaſures enjoyed at 
the other Houſes of Entertain- 
ment, are purchaſed at a moſt 

extravagant Rate, The Time 
conſumed. the Sums of Money 
loſt in Gaming, are beyond all 
Degrees of Credit. This Vice 
occaſions the Lois of Health 
and Reputation, is the Source 
of Debauchery and criminal Im- 
purities of every Kind, with o- 
ther Evils fatal to Lak 


and imminently detrimental to 
the State, 


Fa- 


7 

5 

Facilis Deſcenſus Averni, 

Noctes atque Dies patet atri Janua Ditis; 

Sed revocare Gradum, ſuperaſq; evadere ad 
Auras, 

Hic Labor, hoc Opus eſt, Pauci quos 
æquus amavit 

Jupiter, aut ardens evexit ad Ethera Vir 
tus, 

Dis Geniti potuere 


Virg. 


Ir theſe enormous Extrava- 
gancies were confined to Per- 
ſons of the higher Stations in 
Life, the Conſequence would 
not be ſo very alarming. But 
the Generality of People, with- 
out Exception, far exceed the 
Line of Prudence, by imitating 
their Superiors in every Kind of 
Luxury. | 


W learn from Hiſtory that 
in the Reign of Henry VIII. 
the King was the only Perſon; 
who kept a Coach. The No- 
bles, and Commons, walked to 
to their reſpective Aſſemblies. 


Buy 
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Bur as Riches flowed in up- 
on us, by the Means of Trade 
and Commerce, Perſons of Fa- 
mily and Diſtinction, began by 
Degrees, to keep their Coaches, 
This Article of Luxury, how- 
ever, was long confined to Fa- 
milies of Rank and Fortune. 
Not more than 25 Years ſince, 
the Scotch Members travelled 
to the Metropolis on Horſeback. 
But now, People in general, 
from Four to One Hundred 
Pounds a Year, roll either in 
Chaiſes or Chairs. So that we 
have many Thouſands of Coach- 
es, Landaus, Chariots, Poſt- 
chaiſes, Viſ-a-vis, Whiſkies, 
Chairs and other Carriages, 


Fir Ycars ago, Tea, Cof- 
fee and Chocolate, were never 
taſted, except in great or rich 
Families, But now the Ar- 

ticles 
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ticles of Tea and Sugar, are in 
common tx Uſe. We ſend to 
the Eaſt and Weſt Indies to fur- 


niſh our Poor with their Break- 


faſts. 


Tun Wives of Day-laborers, 
and the very Alms-houſe Wo- 
men drink Tea twice a Day. 
In ſome Counties the Gleaners 
have their Tea, at ſtated Hours, 
in the open Fiela. 


© ONE 


+ I have been well aſſured; ſays the 
ingerious Mr. Hart, by one of the moſt 
experienced Judges of Trade in England, 
that as much ſuperſiuous Money is expenaed 
on Tea, Sugar, &c. as would maintain 4 
Millions more of Subjects in Bread. 

Tne Calculation given to me was a very 
mederate one, the Tea being only charged 
at 5s a Pound, and the Sugar at 7d. 

One MI. lion of Pounds of Tea, at leaſt, 
(not including contraband Tea) is drank 
annually in «.ngland, and Eight Millions 
of Pounds of Sugar are conſumed withi it 
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* ONE cannot help reflea. 
ing on the ſurpriſing Fate 
and Revolutions of King- 
doms : how Rome, once the 
Miſtreſs of the World, the 
Seat of Arts, Empire and 
Glory, now lies ſunk in 
Sloth, Ignorance and Pover- 
ty; enſlaved to the moſt 
cruel, as weil as to the moſt 
contemptible of Tyrants, 
Superſtition and religious 
Impoſture: while this remote 
Country, antiently the Jeſt 
and Contempt & of the po- 
lite c 18 become 


the happy Seat of Li- 


berty, Plenty, and Letters; 
flouriſhing in all the Arts 
and Refinements of civil Life; 
yet running, perhaps, the 
lame Courſe, which Rome 


« itlelt: 


3 
A 


„ 
itſelf had run beſore it; from 
virtuous Induſtry to Wealth; 
from Wealth to Luxury i 
from Luxury to an Impati- 
ence Of Diſcipline and a Cor- 
ruption of Morals ; till by 


a total Degeneracy and a Loſs 


of Virtue, being grown ripe 
for Deſtruction, it falls a 


Prey, at laſt, to ſome hardy 


Oppreſſor, and with the Loſs 


of Liberty, loſing every Thing 
that is valuable, ſinks gradu- 
ally again into its original 
Barbariſm .“ 


Evrrey State is born with the 


Seeds of its Deſtruction. And 
thoſe Seeds are often ripened 


by 


See Dr. Middleton's Life of Tulh, 
Yol. . 3: 404 
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by the Influence of Power and 
Riches. If Sparta and Rome 
periſhed, what State can hope 
to remain for ever? England 
will certainly undergo the Fate 
of preceding Nations. England 
at the Pinacle of her Glory has 
Need of much Precaution to ar- 
rive at a good old Age. 

Bur let us neither deſpair ; 
nor impeach Providence. The 
Time may be at a great Diſ- 
tance, 


Tu ne quaſieris, ſcire nefas, 


quem mihi, &c. 


Quz Situation, however, 
is undoubtedly critical, eſ- 
pecially if we conſider 
that the Funds, a ftanding 
Army with the Militia, com- 
manded by a ſelect Body of Gen- 
tlemen, a formidable Navy, and 


4 
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a vaſt Dominion, now acquiring 
in the Indices, have thrown an 
immenſe Weight into the Power 
of the Crown. A Militia in 
the Time of Peace, properly 
eſtabliſhed, ſhould, agreeably 
to the End originally propoſed, 
leſſen the Number of our ſtand- 
ing Forces; which, though kept 
up at an enormous Expence, 
are unconſtitutional; but yet 
from a Change in the Policy of 
other Nations, Neceſſity, ſupe- 
rior to all Law, requires, to a 
Degree, ſome well diſciplined 
Troops for our Defence and 


Safety. 


A Nuurzous and ſuperiot 
Fleet, ſty ed the wooden Walls 
of Britain ; has been long con- 
Gered as our chief and princi- 

al Defence. So long as we are 
poſſeſſed of the Trident of Nep- 
tune, 
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tune, we ſhall ſway the Sceptre 
of the World. But this power- 
ful Marine ſhould not be ſup- 


ported at an exceſſive Expence, 
nor by any oppreſſive Means 


PRESsIN G would be unneceſ- 
ſary, were the Prizes, taken in 
the Time of War, more equally 
divided ; and a proper Number 
of the Men diſcharged after four 
Years Service, or continued up- 
on half Pay, and ſuffered, hav- 
ing been previouſly regiſtered, 
to go into the Merchants' Service; 
&c. © A Prince, circumſtanced 
as we are, who diſregarded the 
Sacrednels of Oaths and the Wel- 
fare ↄf his People, if he choſe 
to ſecure a Majority in Parlia- 
ment, by the Means of Places, 
Penſions and Honors, might 
ealily deſtroy the Conſtitution 


of 
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of this Country, and render 
himſelf as arbitrary and deſpo- 
ic as any Monarch in Europe. 


Tus Security of our Liber- 
ties and Properties, therefore, 
principally depends upon the 
patriotic Virtues of our Sove- 
reign. 


A GREAT Number of real 
Grievances, though by no 
Means the peculiar Diſgrace and 
Reproach of the preſent Reign 
or *dminiſ{tration, have been 
exhibited in the Courſe of this 
Work. Remedies have alſo 
been propoſed for their Re- 
dreſs. | 


\ 


War Pleaſure and Satiſ- 
faction; what ſolid Glory and 
Happineſs would our amiable 

King 


| 6 
King enjoy from the Applica- 
tion of theſe, or ſome other Re- 
medies more adequate to ſuch 
impending Evils. 


Tun preſent auſpicious 
Miniſter it is to be hoped, 
will reliſh and approve, adopt 
and countenance any Meaſures 
that ſhall ſeem calculated for 
the Removal of national Griev- 
ances. 


Wa read with Admiration 
the elevated Sentiments of Hen- 
ry IV. where he greatly 
ſaid, © But I muſt confeſs that 
Iam unwilling to die, before I 
have raiſed this Kingdom to the 
Splendor I have propoſed to my- 
ſelf, and before I have ſhewn 
my People that I love them 
like 


» „ 

like my Children, by diſcharg- 
ing them from a Part of 125 
Taxes, that have been laid on 
them, and by governing them 
with Gentleneſs*. _ 

To a Miniſter; who ſhall act 
upon theſe Principles, will, 
with Propricty and TJultice be 
offered the Tribute paid to the 
Memory of Sully. —The Splen- 
dor of this great Miniſter's Cha- 
rafter is 2 brilliant, and never 
will be eclipſed in the Eyes of 
Poſteriyt. 

Norhixo could ſo much re- 
dound to the Credit cf an Ad- 
miniſtration, nor ſo effectually 
conciliate the Minds of his Sub- 


jects to the Government of a 
Sovereign. 


A a Tus 

Memoirs of Sully. 

+ M. Pinto, from whoſe ingenicus Essar 
SUR L' [ bave borrowed ſeveral Hints, and 
a Jew Reflections. If have net always ac- 
Know! ged the Obligations, "tis becauſe I only 
annuted gown a Word to remind me f a ſtriꝶ- 
ing Thought, or the Subſtance of a Paſſage 
201 h a proper Reference. 
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Tux inexhauſtible Treaſury 
of a patriotic King, the Secu- 
rity and Glory of a great Mi- 
niſter are the warm Affections 
of a free and brave People. 

IN antient Times the Praiſes 
and Acclamations, the Love and 
Eſteem of their fellow Subjects 
were conſidered by Stateſmen 
and Heroes, as the greateſt Re- 
wards that could be conferred 
upon them for the eminent 
Services they had done their 
Country. 

P. AmiLvs, out of the Spoils 
taken from Perſeus, carried into 
the Treaſury ſuch immenſe 
Sums of Gold and Silver, that 
the Romans enjoyed an entire 
Exemption from Taxes, tor 
a long Courſe of Years. 

TULLY pays him this juſt and 
fine Compliment upon the Oc- 
caſion; But he carried Mo- 


th ing 


„%%% ᷣͤ 
thing into his own Houſe, except 
immortal Glory! 

Kings, as well as Individuals, 
ſeek for Happineſs and Aggran- 
dizement at a Diſtance, when, 
frequently the one and the o- 
ther have them at their Gates. 

To live at Peace t wich their 
Neighbours, to maintain inter- 
nal Order and Tranquillity, by 
the Means of a virtuous Induſ- 
try, infallibly productive of an 
extenſive Commerce, are the 
only Means of augmenting 
Power and Happineſs. 


Sucha Plan of Government 


muſt make us happy and reſpec- 
table. 


N Ex- 

+ At hic nibil Domum ſitam preter Me- 
moriam Nominis immortalem detulit. Cic. 
de Office, | 

The Cale of the Five Millions, &c. 

+ The the ocriblers of the Day loaded his 
Muagasry ond the MisisrRY wwith the moſt 
ſeandilous buſe. for net breaking with Spain 
and DEN AKK, they merited the higheſt 
Praiſes for their pecific and prudent Conduct. 
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Excrssrvs Luxury is ruinous 
to every Community; - though 
ſeeming to prote& Induſtry, it 
corrupts the Morals, and opens 
the Flood-gates of Profligacy, 
from whence muſt enſue the 
Ruin of Kingdoms. 

To ſtem the Torrent of this 
Abuſe of Riches, a very juſt 
Definition of Luxury, requires 
ſuperior Art and Power. But 
though Luxury is, if not a neceſ- 
ſary, yet an unavoidable Evil, 
we may derive ſome Advatita- 
ges from it. Sumptuary Laws, 
indecd, prohibiting a fair and 
proper Expence, which ought to 
be permitted to every one, in 
Proportion to his Eſtate and 


Rank, 


+ The immenſe Riches, acquired by the 
Congueſt of Africa and the Eaſt, introduced 
Lauxuiy and an innumerable Train of other 
Vices ; which ended in the Ruin of the Roman 
State. The immenſe Treaſures , which, af- 
ter the Battle of Platæa, fell into the Hands 
of the Lacedæmonians, inſpired them with a 
Paſſion for Luxury, the principal Cauſe of 
the Decay and final Dejtruciion of Sparta. 


( 357 ) 
Rank, would be productive of 


many Evils ; but to r. ſtrain 
Luxury, by Taxcs, would be 
attended with great Benefits to 
Society. 

To lay Taxes on all Articles 
of Luxury, and every immedi- 
ate Cauſe of Diſſipation and 
unneceſſary Expence, would be 
attended with many Advanta- 
ges to the Community. 

No reaſonable Objection 
could be made to ſuch 'Taxes, 
For they would be paid volun- 
tarily and not neceſlarily, and 
even the Extravagance, and Fol- 
lies of Mankind might by this 
Means be made ſubſervient to 
the public Good. 

PrAv-Housks, Opera-houſes, 
Aſſemblies, Maſquerades, all 
Places of Diverſions, and all 
Performers at ſuch Places, from 
Almack's, the Pantheon, &c. 

A3 don 
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down to thoſe of Market Towns 
and Villages, Public Gardens, 
Puppet Shews, Horſe Races, 
Cock-fightings, Pcar and Bull 
Baitings, Cards, Gaming of 
every Kind, Wheel- Carriages, 
Swords, Livery Servants, Packs 
of Hounds, Pointers, Spaniels, 
Greyhounds, and Frizeurs, 
are Objects of Taxation g. 


Sucy Taxes would operate 
beneficially, would influence 
the Condutt of houſands, by 
reſtraining them from running 
into Expences ; which are not 
only unneceſſary, but which 
are, by no Mcans, ſuited to their 
Circumſtances and Incomes, 


+ Upon this Made of Taxation, there arg 
many 7 ble Hints in a Letter to Lord North; 
p71 inted for Dilly, in 1770, Price 1s. 
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Faſhion and Example are great- 
ly an Overmatch for Reaſon 
and Oeconomy : and 'tis not 
the leaſt, among the Acts of 
Human Policy, for a State to 
conſtrain its Subjects, by pru- 
dential Laws to act more wiſely, 
and to be happier than they 
would be, it left intirely to the 
Direction and Dominion of their 
own Paſſions. 


Ir all our Taxes were levied 
with this View, as far as the 
Nature and Fitneſs of Things 
would permit, perhaps there 
would be leſs Room tor all that 
Clamour and Complaint; which 
now ſo generally prevail. 


A 4 


. 1 K ar Wimpey's excellent Eſſays 
Juit publiſhed, . 


* * 
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Ox of the Sages of Antiquity 
ſays that a Prince; who would 
change the morals of a State 
has not a very difficult Taſkt. Let 
him point out the Road by his 
own Conduct, through which 

he 


＋ OuSer Jet oro, ds Tires anne 
Ne, TW ruoga vn, neπνπ⏑ẽsa¹νν fem" 
be 708515 „hn, Ne. 

Platonis de Leg. Lib. IV. P. 711. In- 
terprct. Scrrani 1 1478. 'The late learned 
and ingenious Dr Forſter ; who obliged 
the World with an Edition of Five of 
Plato's Dialogues, with Ficinus's Tran- 
Nation, and many Emendations of his 
own, beſtows the Epithet of moſt celebrated 
upon the Paris Edition of Plato's Works, 
printed in 1738. But M. Grou; who has 
tranſlated Plato's Repubiic, his Treatiſe of 
Laws, and the Epinomis or Appendix to 
them, ſays Cet Ouvrage n'a point en- 
core paru en notre Langue, que je ſęache; 
& je ne crois pas qu” on puiſſe Þ entendre 
ni le ſuivre dans les Verſions de Ficin & 
Jean de Serres. 


1 

he would have his Subjects 
walk, whether to Virtue or to 
Vice; let him approve and re- 
compence certain Actions ; let 
him expreſs a Diſlike to others, 
and cover with no WY thoſe; 
who retuſe to obcy the Laws; 
let his Ad miniſtrration be 
mild and equit.ble, the People 
will ſoon conform to the Inch- 
nations of a Perſonage polteticd 
of ſuch powerful Means of Per- 
alien, There is no Method 
of reforming the Manners of a 
Community 10 inviting and ea- 
ſy as the Example of thoſe; 
who are veſted with Authority. 
A Prince, who will thus take 
the Lead, cannot but be the 
Cauſe of cans good and in- 
numerable Bleſſings to Mankind, 
Happy 1 mult he be, if there is ſo 
amiable 


* — a * 
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amiablea Perſonageu pon Earth; 
happy thoſe who receive the 
wiſe Inſtructions that flaw from 
his Lips. 


Every Day is a Witneſs of 
the prodigicus Force of this 
Motive. And the Reaſon why 
the Example of Superiors has 
fuch Influence upon the Minds 
and Conduct of their Inferiors 
1s very obvious, 


Tas Latter generally appre- 
hend that thoſe of ſuperior Sta- 
tions, on Account of their 
Rank and Fducation are fur- 
niſhed with greater Degrees of 


Knowledge and Wiſdom ; they 
think therefore that it is their 
Intereſt and Honour; they 

con- 


(- 999 } 


conſider it as a Proof of their 
own nice Diſcernment to copy 
atter Guides of ſuch diſtinguiſh- 
ed and {aſhionable Principles. 


Tus it is that the Example 
of the Great encourages ; thus 
It is that Numbers give a Sanc- 
tion to Vice and Folly. But 
the Concluſion is raſh and fatal 
to a State where the Legiſla- 
ture diſregards the Obſervation 
and Practice of moral and reli- 
gious Duties. It Princes, Law- 
givers and Men of Fortune 
would therefore prevail upon 
Mankind to obey the Laws; 
which they have enacted, they 
ſhould exhibit a good Example: 
Their Conduct ſhould be uni- 
formly wiſe: For Men will 
pay but little Regard to Laws 

and 
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and Precepts, if they are not 
recommended and enforced by 
the Practice of Virtue, 

Tur and Salluſt have ob- 
ſerved that the public and pri- 
vate Virtues; which enabled the 
Romans to conquer and give 
Laws to ſo many Nations, were 
produced by the upiight Con- 
duct of a few great Men. 


Tus King, Nobility and 
Gentry ; who ſhall thus, by 
making their Lives a Tranſcript 
of the Laws, influence the Con- 
ductof the lower Claſſes of People, 
cannot but communicate infi- 
nite good and innumerable 
Bleſſings to Mankind. Their 
Inicriors admiring the Wiſdom, 
Goodneſs and Happineſs of 
ſich amiable Perſonages will 


derive Prudence, Virtue and 


. Happineſs, and their Country 
Riches 


„ 
Riches and Power from ſuch re- 
ſpectable Examples. 


Bur it has been a received 
Opinion, in all Ages, that the 
Aſſiſtance of Heaven is neceſ- 
ſary to enact and give Sanction 


to Laws fer the Government of 
Mankind. 


Tur Paſſions are implanted 
in human Nature, for wiſe and 
excellent Purpoſes, provided 
they are properly directed and 
regulated. But Reaſon, in 
moſt men, unaſſiſted by hea- 
venly Influence, is inſufficient 
for the Direction and Govern- 
ment of theſe Affections, natu- 
rally much too prone to Levity 
and irregular Purſuits, To diſ- 
card Religion then is to re- 
move the Curb from our Paſ- 
ſions; which, unreſtrained by 


religious 
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religious Motives, would ovei- 
power our reaſoning Faculties, 
and render Man the moſt cruel 
and hurtful Animal to his Spe- 
cies that Gop created. © And 
ce were it not for natural Forms 
«© and Habits of Religion, 
«© Men would ſoon grow wild, 
© loſe their Humanity, become 
c“ fierce, prey upon one ano- 
cc ther and do whatever elſe the 
“ worlt of Savages dot.” 


SaTurn, knowing that hu- 
man Nature was not capable of 
governing Men with an abſo- 
lute Authority, without aban- 
doning them to Licentiouſncſs 
and Injuſtice, eſtabliſhed in 
Kingdoms, by Way ot Chiefs 
and Kings, not Men but Gent, 
Intelligences of a Nature more 

divine 


+ Wollaſton, P. 124. 
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divine and excellent than ours. 
—By their Means Peace and 
Moceſty ; Liberty and Juſtice 
reigned upon Earth, and pro- 
cured happy Times, free from 
Trouble and Diſcord. Zoroaſ- 
tre ſaid that his Laws were 
drawn up under the Direction, 
and by the Inſpiration of his 
Genius, This Account devi- 
ates not from Truth, in that it 
gives us to underſtand that there 
is no Remedy tor the Vices and 
Evils of States, which have not 
Gods, but mortal Men to go- 
vern them. 


Ju- 


| + Tirmox wy oN goro⸗ c 5 If 
UT t5g &c. 
Plat, dz Leg. L. 4. P. 713, 
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JueriTER, or Minos, [a] in 


ſpired by Juſtice, according to 
the Accounts, handed down 
by the Poets, inſtituted a Syſ- 
tem of Laws for the Uſe of 
the Cretans. 

LycuRGus, who modelled the 
State of Lacedæmon, confirmed 
his Laws with the Authority of 
the Delphian $ Oracle. 

Maxy other Legiſlators have 
taken the ſame Method to give 
a Sanction to their Laws. Mne- 

| VIS 

a Styled by Homer tos ue 
ozpts ne, the Companion or Diſciple 
of Jupiter, and of whom Horace ſays 
Et Jovis Arcanis Minos admit- 

W in the Life of Demetrius, makes 
a fine Remark upon this Deſcription of 
Minos. IHlemer, lays he, has not honored 


with the glorious Title of the Ditciple of 
Jupiter, the greateſt Warrior or Oppreſſor, 
or a renowned 7 yrant; but the Man fa- 
mous for his Ji it.ce and Probity, a J egiſ- 
lator and Bene tactor to Mankind. Dacier. 

$ Lycurgus quidem, qui l.acedæmoniorum 
Rempublican temperavit, Leges ſuas Aucio- 
ritate Apr! inis Delpbici confirmatit. G2 
gero. De Divinat. L. 4. 
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Mrnevis, Kingot Egypt, aſcribed 
his to Mercury or Teutntes ; 
Zamolxis, the Thracian Law- 
over, to the Goddeſs Feſta; 
Zoronſires, to his Genius; 
Vuina Pompilius, to the N ymph 
Egeria, whom he conſulted in 
the Foreſt of Africa; P. yt h go- 
ras gave out that he went down 
to the Kingdom of Pluto; 
Epimenides, that he had flept 
Fifty Years in a Cave in the 
Iſland of Crete, and, undoubt- 
edly, all of them, after Moſes; 
who had received the Tables of 
the Law upon Mount Sinai, 
with ſuch Pomp and Solemnity, 
that the Tradition thereof had. 
ſpread among all Nations“. 


ArisToTLE ſays that it is the 
Work of Gop; who governs 


B b the 


* Banier's Mythology of the Antients ex— 
plained, Sc. Vol. 3. P. 484, 5. 


1 
the Univerſe; to maintain Order 
in a populous + State. 

Tux ſuperior Excellence of 
the civil Government of the 
Romanss, the extenſive Power 
and long Continuance of their 
Empire, have been aſcribed by 
antient as well as modern Wri- 
ters to their awful Fear of 


the Gods. 


Trzsz Atteſtations of Hea- 
thens, concerning the Impor— 
tance 


T ONs ruizy „rege pH 2 495 
1 T METEYEW TrEEws Owns tyap In 
TeTo Juyzpews £907, N ri xat fe gu= 
veer To 7xv. Aniſtotelis de Repub, 
Lib. 7: P. 330 Lutet. Paris, 1619. 

Populum late regem. VIRG. 

KN Polyb. Lib. 6. i”. 192. Ciceron. de 
| Harusp. Reſp. Reflections on the 
Riſe Ss Fall of antient Republics. 
P. 295, &c. The ſpiritual and temporal 
1 1berty of the Subjects of England, by 
Dr. El! lys, late Lord Biſhop of St. David's | 
Vol, if. P. 283. 
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tance of Religion to a State, 
merit the Attention of Chriſ- 
tians; who are guided and af- 
ſiſted in their Inquiries by the 
clear Light of the Goſpel. If 
the Principles of a Heathen 
Morality ; if the vague Belief 
of the Exiſtence and ſuperin- 
tending Power of the Heathen 
Deities were thought ſo neceſ- 
ſary to promote the Happineſs 
of Kingdoms; how much more 
ſure and infallible a Method is 
it to inſtruct Mankind in the 
ſublime Articles of the Chriſtian 
Faith, and the. more refined 
Duties of the Chriſttan Reli- 


ion! 
glon! 


IN Vain are all our Improve- 
ments in Commerce, Manufac- 
tures and Agriculture, if, in 

the Nature of Things, and in the 
B b 2 righteous 


ST $79 . 
righteous Judgment of Gop, we 
are upon the Brink of that 
dreadful Abyſs into which the 
Romans precipitated themiclves 
through a Contempt of the pri- 
mary Truths of Religion and 
Morality“ 

Peips, which ſhews itſelf in 
Equipage, Dreſs, and external 
Pomp; Oppreſlſion cxerciſed by 
n ig on the Properties 
and Privileges of others; Plea- 
ſure and Intemperance, Riot 
and Exceſs, every kind of Lux- 
ury, and a criminal Love of this 
World are, it muſt be owned, 
frequently the Fruits of an o- 
vergrown F ortune. 


So that there is great Propri- 
ety and Beauty in the Aphoriſm, 
grounded on Reaſon and Ex- 
perience, 17 is eaſter for a Ca- 
ne SE 


* See Dr. Ofcoald's Appeal to Common 
Serie, Se. % „ 


1 


nel to go through the Eye of a 
Weedlie than for a rich Man to 
enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
vun. For an opulent Fortune 
may prevent a good Life; hin- 
der Mens' embracing Chriltian- 
ty, or obſtruct their Fntrance 
into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven. | 


Bur though it be a Work 
of the greatel Difſiculty for a 
Politician to apply Remedies 
to prevent the Abule of Wealth; 
which 1s attended with ſuch fa- 
tal Conſequences ; though hu- 
man Means and Perſuaſions 
cannot take oft Mens' Hearts 
from the Love of this World ; 
yet with Gop all Things are 
pollible, Heavenly Wiſdom 

can direct and aſſiſt us to make 


2 proper Uſe of Riches, to the 
be- 
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beneficent End of leſſening the 
Miſeries of our diſtreſſed Fel- 
low- creatures. This Applica- 
tion of them is repreſented in 
Scripture as an infallible Means 
of divine Favour, 


By this Improvement of the 
Bounty of Providence, Men of 
plentiful Fortunes may open to 
themſelves an Entrance to high- 
er Degrees of Glory in the Re- 
gions of Bliſs and Immortality. 
Riches and a generous, charita- 
ble Diſpoſition, when they 
meet together, are a Bleſſing to 
Mankind, a Sight moſt 1 
rable and lovely i in the Eyes of 
our Fellow-creatures, moſt ac- 
ceptable and grateful to Gop ; 
who is well pleaſed with ſuch Sa- 


erifices, 


Bur 


1 


Bur ſhining Heaps, where 
the Indulgence of Heaven has 
been abuſed, through Pride, 
Oppreſſion or Luxury, cannot 
obtain one Drop of Water to 
cool the Tongue of Dives in 
the Flames. 


Ir is hoped theſe Conſidera- 
tions will influence thoſe; who 
are in ealy and affluent Circum- 
ſlances to make a proper Uſe 
of their Riches, by contributing 
liberally to the Relief of their 
diſtreſſed Fellow- creatures; 
which will afford them the 
high and true Luxury of being 
pleaſed with doing Good, and 
. lecure to them the Favour and 
Protection of God; who de- 
lighteth in the Happinels of 


his Creatures. 
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Religion has great Power in fubduing the 
Paſſions and making Mankind virtuous, 
363, Kc. 
Revenue, the Effects of reſtraining the lap 
upon it conſi ered, 31, 37, 40. Defici- 
ency in the, ſhould not come in Compe- 
tition with the Morals, Lives, &c. 42 


Richardſon, Mr. — 303. 
Kiches, when not abuſed, a great Bleſling 
ro Mankind — 3735 &c. 


Schools, 
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Schools, Quæries relating thereto, 206. 
Settlements, J rials about, 49, 48. The 

Opinion oi an able and worthy Lawyer 

in Favor of them 53, 56. 
Sick and diſcaled, Propoſals for the, 
| 110, 114. 
Sully's Scheme for raiſing Timber, 206, 7. 
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x 
Taxation, a new Mode of, propoſed, 308, 

31. Objects of, 357» 9. 
Timber, the Growth of to be encouraged, 
205, 214. 
Tucker, ur. Dean, a Friend to Mankind, 


— — — — 251. 


V 


Vagrants, very numerous —a Nuiſance, 
8, 57. Method of correcting and 
reforming them, — A French Memorial 
relating to them, „ 
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Venetian Arm baſſador, the Obſervation of . 


a, appiicabie to England, 320, 
View, a comparative one of the Advan- 
tages of Agriculture and the Woollen 
Manufactory, — 217, 222. 
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Wallet, 


—— — —x— — . — _ _—— 


ER NU. 


0 


Wallet 807 © Livres a Year, 8. 
Willes's Judge, Opinion of the Cauſe of 
the Miſcry I the Poor, 18, 19. 


Wealth, the various Sources of, 161, 163. 
Wimpey, Mr. 2410 
Workhouſes, a Scheme for erecting them, 
15... The Benefits and Diſadvantagces of 
them conſidered, 118, 124. 
Woolwich, the People of, Sc. have ef- 
fectually reduced the Price of Bread, 
Flour, and Butcher's Meat, by raiſing 
Subſcriptions for erecting Mills, and 
Bakehoaſes, and flaughtering Bullocks, 
Shei p, Cc. 231, 234, 270, 288, 9. 
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P. 1, L. 15 for requiring read require. P. 5, L. 
3» fer to read do. P. 13, L 16, fer in read than. P. 
17, L. 8, for Suffle-boards read Shuffle- boards. P. 
20, L. 19, fer the read they. P. 23, L. 20, for in- 
fte.id read Inftead, L. 23, for tlicy read their Pa- 
rents. P. 28, L 9. for under read Under. P. 31, 
L. 2, „er li read lic. P. 38 L. 10, a ter that read 
tie P 41, Jait Line ter only add 1o/ from the Pubs 
lic houſe Keeper, and the like ſum from the Perſon; 
who engages for his good Behavior. P. 60, L. 8, r 
Regularities read Regulations P. 67, L. 21, for Com- 
municatian read Communication. P 80, L 14, /or 
Rancineſs read Rancidneis P. 81, L. 5, after as add 
the; 8; read 1inrerteres. P. 94, L 14, for alſo read 
| kew:ſe. P. 109, L 10, fer rather than read as 
well as; L. 12, for as well read not leſs; for as read 
than P. 124, L. 41, for this Plan read the Plan 
exhibired in this Work, P. 125, L. 20, after 
tempted add and; dele and harraſſed P. 16, L. 2;, 
rer Oilcake read O'l-cakes. P 73, L. 5, for iacou- 
raged read encouraged. Y. 201, L. 23, for Pinington 
reud Penington. P. 209, L. 25, for io read 102. P. 
214. L. 24, cfter for add in. P. 215, L. 1, for a- 
bounds read abcunding. L. 2, debe is. L. 3, for; read 
And and dele are; P. 216, L. 4, after Writers add P. 
219, L. 11, fer and read, ſuch as. P 220, L. 17, 4 
ter principal add Share. P 221, L. 1, fer come in 
read move to. P 223, L 10, fir W m read 


M m. P 237, L after the read unreaſonable 
Profits of Millers p 247, L for the read their. 
p. 254, L. 15, for will read to. L 23, for, aurite; 
p. 260, L 17, fer 8 read 4. p 291, L. 11, for Quan- 
titities reaa Quantities. p. 309, L. 20, for Le read 
Ce. p. 320, L. 24. fir pous faire read Nous faire. 
L. 25, for Colbart read Colbert. L. 26, read Nego- 
tant. L. 27, read demandoit, 
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